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Certification Cost Share Program that can help
cover up to 75% or organic certification costs

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per
certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and
handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses
incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are
received and approved.

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant
program and Organic Transition Initiative.

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under
USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified
organic producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-
accredited certifying agent.

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees
related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel
expenses, user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750
per certification category for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state
organic program fees (California only).

How to Apply

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center
and be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses.
OCCSP applications can also be submitted through participating state departments of
agriculture.  For more information, visit the OCCSP webpage.

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture 

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer
OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically
mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture.
Applications are due July 12, 2024.
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If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers
can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state department of
agriculture but not both.

More Information

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition
Initiative (OTI), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and
processing and conservation. For more information on organic agriculture, visit
farmers.gov/organic.

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm
loans and view other farm records data and customer information by logging into their
farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today.

USDA Partners with FarmRaise to Offer
Educational Tools and Resources to Promote
Financial Access and Equity for Agricultural
Producers
The U.S Department of
Agriculture (USDA) today
unveiled a new, online
Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) Decision
Tool and farm loan
resources available to
agricultural producers and
cooperators who help
producers access USDA
disaster assistance, farm
loans and other federal
farm programs. The new
LIP tool and the farm loan
informational video resources were developed in partnership with FarmRaise and USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA). These tools are now available at www.farmraise.com/usda-
fsa.  

Current FarmRaise Tools and Resources  
FarmRaise, Inc. has created an online, educational hub -- called Farm Service Agency
101 – comprised of videos, and resources that enable cooperators and the agricultural
producers they serve to learn about and access major FSA programs.   
The newly launched LIP Decision Tool assists livestock producers who suffered losses
from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators who
are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster
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assistance programs. The optional decision tool gives producers guidance on what is
needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time
needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-
needed assistance faster. Using this tool, however, is not an application for benefits or a
determination of eligibility.  

Through use of the LIP tool, livestock producers can provide supporting documentation,
inventory numbers, and loss numbers to FSA county offices. Doing so, in advance of the
initial county office visit, will help FSA staff serve customers more effectively and
efficiently. Producers will also need to complete an application for LIP assistance and,
upon request, may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation.   
LIP offers payments to livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by qualifying adverse weather events. LIP also covers losses due to
eligible diseases and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law. This includes attacks by wolves and predatory
birds.  

In addition to the new LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise educational hub offers several,
easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed to introduce producers to
FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide them through the application process.  
More FSA program resources and tools will soon be added to the FarmRaise educational
hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the FarmRaise
educational hub often to access all available resources.   

About the Partnership  
USDA cooperators are organizations on the frontlines of access and often are the first
point of contact connecting farmers to USDA programs. The partnership between
FarmRaise, Inc. and FSA, through a cooperative agreement, aims to improve producer
participation and customer experience in USDA programs through education and technical
assistance to young, beginning, and small-scale to mid-sized producers, producers with
disabilities, and veterans.   

By developing a digital educational hub that delivers free, user-friendly, producer and
cooperator-tested resources USDA and FarmRaise, Inc. will help FSA expedite program
delivery to agricultural producers. The hub offers how-to videos and visual aids that
educate producers about FSA programs and prepares them for submitting applications for
program participation.  

More Information  
For more information about FSA farm and farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov or
contact your local USDA Service Center - farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Assistance for Bee and Honey Producers – From
Plant to Product
World Bee Day is celebrated each year on May 20th. Bees help feed and fuel communities
by pollinating crops. In fact, some scientists estimate that one out of every three bites of
food we eat exists because of animal pollinators like bees. From plants to final product,
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the U.S. Department of Agriculture has programs to help bee and honey producers every
step of the way. Our programs can help protect and conserve habitat, protect your
investments and recover from disasters impacting your operation.

Learn More

SCORE Matches Producers to Mentors  
If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or
business experience, join us in supporting the next
generation and in investing in your local community. Your
experiences and knowledge as a business owner,
agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital
support to your community.  

 
SCORE – score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, expert business mentors,
is looking to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free business
mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.    
 
SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field
who would like to become part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s
Orientation and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything
needed to be a successful volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s
mission and services, as well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, including
enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-solving skills.   
 
Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations,
business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one
business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work
through the process of starting or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter
what stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business
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plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in
order to help their clients succeed.    
 
Learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at score.org/usda.  

Guide Available for Underserved Farmers,
Ranchers
A multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is now
available. If you are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, beginning, or
limited resource producer, you can use this booklet to learn about assistance and targeted
opportunities available to you. This includes programs offered through the Farm Service
Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Risk Management Agency.
Download the guide here. The guide is also available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean,
Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese on farmers.gov/translations. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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