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Important Dates 
• October 14: Columbus Day - Office Closed 
• October 31:  Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) Deadline 
• November 11: Veterans Day - Office Closed 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 
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USDA Accepts Nearly 2.2 Million Acres 
through this year’s Grassland, General, 
and Continuous CRP signups 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
accepting offers for more than 2.2 million acres 
from agricultural producers and private 
landowners through this year’s Grassland, 
General, and Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) signups administered 
by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). With 
these accepted acres, enrollment is very near 
the 27 million CRP acreage cap. 
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Grassland CRP 

Including the nearly 1.44 million acres recently accepted in Grassland CRP for 
offers received in 2024, producers will have enrolled more than 10 million acres in 
this popular working-lands program.  

Grassland CRP allows producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying 
practices while protecting grasslands and further CRP’s impacts. Grassland CRP 
leverages working lands practices to improve biodiversity and conserve 
environmentally sensitive land.    

Enrolled acres help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing 
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common 
grazing practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled 
land, which supports agricultural production.        

Top states for this year’s Grassland CRP signup include:    

• Nebraska with 237,853 acres accepted 
• Colorado with 218,145 acres accepted 
• New Mexico with 185,619 acres accepted 

Additionally, to target conservation in key geographies, USDA prioritizes land within 
two National Priority Zones: The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the Dust Bowl 
area. The 2024 Grassland CRP enrollment has added more than 560,000 acres in 
the Priority Zones, bringing the total acres to 3.8 million. By conserving working 
grasslands and other lands that underpin iconic big game migrations, land enrolled 
in these zones contributes to broader USDA conservation efforts through Working 
Lands for Wildlife.     

General and Continuous CRP 

FSA also has accepted nearly 200,000 acres through the General signup, bringing 
total acres enrolled in General CRP to 7.9 million acres. As one of the largest 
private lands conservation programs in the United States, CRP offers a range of 
conservation options to farmers, ranchers and landowners. It has been an 
especially strong opportunity for farmers with less productive or marginal cropland, 
helping them re-establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion and support wildlife habitat.    

In January 2024, FSA opened enrollment for Continuous CRP. Under this 
enrollment, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. 
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory 
cap. To date, in 2024, more than 565,000 acres have been offered through 
Continuous CRP bringing the total acres enrolled to 8.5 million. 

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP 
signup, which is ongoing, by contacting FSA at their local USDA Service Center.  

 

How to Document Wildfire Losses 
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If you’ve suffered excessive livestock death losses 
and grazing or feed losses due to recent wildfires, 
you may be eligible for disaster assistance 
programs through the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers 
payments to you for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse 
weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. 

To participate in LIP, you will be required to provide verifiable documentation of 
death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event, and you must submit 
a notice of loss to your local FSA by the application deadline, March 1, 2025. To 
participate in ELAP, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office by the 
application deadline, January 30, 2025, and should maintain documentation and 
receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock losses due to the 
eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that 
have died, supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of 
ownership and losses; 

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document 
prior to disposal; 

• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts; 
• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of 

Natural Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses 
due to an eligible loss condition; 

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an 
eligible adverse weather or loss condition; 

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for 
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal; 

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed; 
• Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages. 

For more information on these programs and documentation requirements, contact 
your Local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 
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Applying for NAP Payments 

 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial 
assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, 
hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and 
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the 
applicable deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the 
service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to 
submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must 
provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer 
held an interest during the crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, 
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered 
crops could see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to 
calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office 
by completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for 
Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the 
disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 
hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 
“Notice of Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of 
coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires 
acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of production 
and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used 
differently than intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which 
crop insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf 
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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USDA Offers Assistance and Resources 
for Recovery from and Prevention of 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 in 
Dairy Herds 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has confirmed 
the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI), also known as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 states 
including Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, South 
Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. To protect the U.S. 

livestock industry from the threat posed by HPAI H5N1 USDA is taking a number of 
actions with our federal partners.    

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for 
interstate movement of dairy cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A 
detections in livestock. In addition to the Federal Order mandates, USDA provides 
several voluntary testing and monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd 
Status Program announced on May 31, 2024. APHIS has released a list 
of requirements and recommendations that apply to interstate moving of lactating 
dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and answers to frequently asked 
questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS HPAI Livestock 
Detection website for information about these programs and requirements, as well 
as the most comprehensive and timely updates about this rapidly evolving 
situation.    

Assistance for Milk Loss  

Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance    

Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now 
apply for financial assistance through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process to 
assist with financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are 
removed from commercial milking in dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1 
test. Positive tests must be confirmed through the USDA’s APHIS’ National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL).  

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA:   

• Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on 
USDA’s APHIS H5N1 case definition) on individual animal or bulk tank 
samples confirmed by APHIS’ NVSL;    

• A notice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the 
sample collection date for the positive H5N1 test; and   

• An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows 
removed from production, the month the cows were removed from 
production, and the producer’s share in the milk production.    
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The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses 
is 30 days after the end of the prior calendar year, which is January 30.  

Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to 
submit an application or if you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA, 
contact your local FSA county office for details. Find your local office. Other online 
resources include frequently asked questions and a fact sheet.    

Loans for Biosecurity Implementation   

    FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can 
assist with implementation of biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can 
assist with:   

• Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock 
interaction with wildlife, and to prevent unauthorized access by visitors   

• Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing;   
• Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health;   
• Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease;   
• Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management;   
• Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation 

equipment; and  
• Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable 

agencies.   

To learn more about loans, producers can use the:  

• Loan Assistance Tool – helps producers better navigate the farm loan 
process. The online Loan Assistance Tool provides producers needing 
agricultural financing with an interactive, step-by-step guide.   

• Farm Loans Overview Factsheet – provides an overview of all FSA direct 
and guaranteed loans, and eligibility requirements.   

• Farm Loans Homepage – gives in-depth farm loan information, including fact 
sheets, for those who don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance Tool.    

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at 
the local USDA Service Center.    

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detections in Livestock  webpage.   

 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm 
from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or 
individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious 
weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take 
necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in 
ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate your contract for the 
program year. 
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USDA Launches Online Debt 
Consolidation Tool to Increase Farmer 
And Rancher Financial Viability 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the launch of the Debt 
Consolidation Tool, an innovative online tool available through farmers.gov that 
allows agricultural producers to enter their farm operating debt and evaluate the 
potential savings that might be provided by obtaining a debt consolidation loan with 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) or a local lender.  

A debt consolidation loan is a new loan used to pay off other existing operating 
loans or lines of credit that might have unreasonable rates and terms. By combining 
multiple eligible debts into a single, larger loan, borrowers may obtain more 
favorable payment terms such as a lower interest rate or lower payments. 
Consolidating debt may also provide farmers and ranchers additional cash flow 
flexibilities.    

The Debt Consolidation Tool is a significant addition to FSA’s suite of improvements 
designed to modernize its Farm Loan Programs. The tool enhances customer 
service and increases opportunities for farmers and ranchers to achieve financial 
viability by helping them identify potential savings that could be reinvested in their 
farming and ranching operation, retirement accounts, or college savings accounts.    

Producers can access the Debt Consolidation Tool by visiting farmers.gov/debt-
consolidation-tool. The tool is built to run on modern browsers including Chrome, 
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. Producers do not need to create a farmers.gov 
account or access the authenticated customer portal to use the tool.   

Additional Farm Loan Programs Improvements    

FSA recently announced significant changes to Farm Loan Programs through 
the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule. These policy 
changes, to take effect September 25, 2024, are designed to better assist 
borrowers to make strategic investments in the enhancement or expansion of their 
agricultural operations.    

FSA also has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm 
Loan Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers 
who submit a direct loan application annually, FSA has made several impactful 
improvements including:  

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, 
step-by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for 
their business needs and to understanding the application process.  

• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is 
paperless and provides helpful features including an electronic signature 
option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, 
complete a balance sheet, and build a farm operating plan.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the 
necessity of calling, mailing, or visiting a local USDA Service Center to pay a 
loan installment.   
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• A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.   

• A new educational hub with farm loan resources and videos.   

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to 
ensure they fully understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available 
to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining their agricultural operation. To 
conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.   
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Idaho FSA State Office 
9173 West Barnes Drive, Ste. B 

Boise, Idaho 83655 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

State Executive Director 

Arnold Hernandez ~ 208-278-
5656 arnold.hernandez@usda.gov 

Farm Program Chief 

Kyla Pearson ~ 208-378-
5667 kyla.pearson@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May ~ 208-378-
5670 brandi.may@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief 

Susan R. Smith ~ 208-378-
5664 susan.r.smith@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee 

Roy Bunderson ~ Committee Chair 

Marie Linehan, Member 

Next State Committee Meeting:  September 18, 2024 

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-
518-4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your 
local office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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