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USDA Updates Livestock Disaster Payment Rate to
Assist Producers Hard-Hit by Heat and Humidity

FSA is updating the Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP) payment rate to support livestock producers in the
Midwest who have lost cattle to the extreme heat and humidity
.

experienced this summer. To help indemnify ranchers to reflect

a trend towards higher cattle weights in feedlots, the 2023 LIP _;___"/_
payment rate for beef calves over 800 pounds will increase from -

$1244 per head to $1618, an increase of $374.

LIP provides benefits to livestock owners and some contract

growers for livestock deaths exceeding normal mortality from eligible adverse weather events,
certain predation losses and reduced sales prices due to injury from an eligible loss. Indemnity

payments are made at a rate of 75% of the prior year’s average fair market value of the
livestock.

The updated LIP payment rate is effective immediately and will be applied retroactively
starting Jan.1, 2023, for all eligible causes of loss including excessive heat, tornado, winter
storms, and other qualifying adverse weather. Producers who have already received LIP
payments for 2023 losses will receive an additional payment, if applicable, commensurate with
this updated rate. For details on eligibility and payment rates, review the LIP fact sheet.

FSA recognizes that an annual update of LIP payment rates does not account for the volatile
nature of livestock markets and is further exploring flexibilities to establish more current
payment rates.

More Information

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine program or
loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should
contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact

their local USDA Service Center.

SCORE Matches Producers to Mentors

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in
supporting the next generation and in investing in your local community. Your experiences and
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knowledge as a business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support
to your community.

SCORE - score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, expert business mentors, is
looking to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free business
mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.

SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field who
would like to become part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation
and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a
successful volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as
well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening,
interviewing and problem-solving skills.

Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, business
and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one business
mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work through the
process of starting or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter what stage a
business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating
financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their
clients succeed.

Learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at score.org/usda.

Financial Assistance Application Process Opens
for USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced
Discrimination

USDA announced the opening of the financial assistance application process for eligible
farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA farm
lending programs prior to January 2021. Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
directs USDA to provide this assistance. Since the law’s passage, USDA has worked diligently
to design the program in accordance with significant stakeholder input.

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and
Spanish-language application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal,
information on how to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional
resources and details about the program.

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its
farm loan programs prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or
assumed USDA farm loan debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred
prior to January 1, 2021, are eligible for this program.

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or
submit paper-based forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The
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application process closes October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, applications will be
reviewed in November and December, with payments reaching recipients soon thereafter.
Importantly, applicants should know that the application process is not on a first come, first
served, basis. All applications received or postmarked before the October 31 deadline will be
considered.

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations
with extensive experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support
individuals who may be eligible for the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer
Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action Group, Federation of Southern

Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention Program, National Young
Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working
closely with these and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital
and grassroots strategies, to ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and
have the opportunity to apply. These hubs are operating a network of brick-and-mortar
program offices and will conduct extensive outreach about the program. Windsor Group
serves farmers in the eastern regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves the western
regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group, is responsible for program oversight and
integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the application website - 22007apply.gov,
which is now open — and review and process applications and payments. All vendors have
experience in professional services, supporting government contracts, and complex program
operations.

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading
misleading information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign
retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information.
As of today, the official application process has begun and filling out an application is free.

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency
or department of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased
for those claimants who are represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain
an attorney. USDA, the national administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither
recommend that any applicant retain counsel or retain a specific attorney or law firm, nor
discourage an applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney or law firm.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress
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concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for
more information on AFIDA.
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