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State Executive Director Comments

Happy New Year from Minnesota FSA! Staff have been busy
promoting FSA programs at many of the agricultural conferences
and gatherings happening across the state. It was fantastic to be
at the Minnesota Organic Conference recently, and | know there
are many more events happening in the coming months. | would
like to highlight a couple upcoming events. The 2023 Women in
Ag Network Conference is happening on Tuesday, February 7,
in Willmar, MN. They have a fantastic agenda planned to engage
women ag leaders in production, agricultural business, and
health and safety. The Farm Couple Retreat dates are
approaching quickly, with dates scheduled January 20-21 in
Detroit Lakes, January 27-28 in St. Cloud, and February 10-11 in
Mankato. Learn about creative communication skills, personality
differences, and resources to help each couple reach their goals
and attain better management of the stresses of farming and family relationships.

This week USDA Farm Service Agency had a suite of program updates that were announced
in a recently published rule. Some prominent items include:
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e Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 2 program details and sign-up period
(January 23 - June 2, 2023)

e Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) program details and sign-up period
(January 23 - June 2, 2023)

e Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) efficiencies for beginning,
veteran, limited resource, and minority producers, eliminating the need to apply for
basic coverage if they already have a form on file with FSA

e Expansion of Livestock Disaster Assistance under Emergency Livestock Assistance
Program (ELAP), the Livestock Forage Program (LFP), and the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) to include additional species as eligible livestock including horses and
ostriches

e Emergency Conservation Program updates to include producers who lease Federally
owned or managed lands, tribal trust land, or State land

If you have questions about these announcements, contact your local FSA service center with
the understanding that our county staff are still learning the details of these program updates.
Additional information will be forthcoming.

We want to remind producers with perennial forage crops that they have the option to report
their acreage once, without reporting in subsequent years, if there are no changes through the
Continuous Certification option. Continuous certification simplifies acreage reporting for
perennial crops and can be valuable in simplifying the application process for disaster
assistance programs. | would encourage livestock producers with forage acres to ask about
this option at your local FSA service center.

As a reminder, the deadline for enrollment for the Dairy Margin Coverage Program (DMC) and
the Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage Program (SDMC) is January 31. The deadline for
the Agriculture Risk Coverage/Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) elections is March 15 as is
the deadline for spring planted crops under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance

Program (NAP).

Lastly, the 2022 Census of Agriculture is in full swing. If you have not yet responded, |
encourage you to do so by reviewing the materials that arrived via mail in late December. The
data reported assists with making informed decisions regarding policy, programs, rural
development, research and more. Make sure the full scope of Minnesota agriculture is
represented by including your operation!

Wishing you all a safe winter, and especially thinking of our livestock producers dealing with
snow removal and cold temperatures.

Respectfully,

Whitney Place, State Executive Director

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses
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The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good
animal husbandry and management.

For 2022 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
first apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local
FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the
eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts

e Proof of normal mortality documentation
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%.

These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under
“normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March
1, 2023.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to
keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you'll be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of
livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain
documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
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e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm

; rrMers.cov  records and maps online, the latest self-service feature added to
e mieen - te U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

e View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you
time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for
producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new
enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are
members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with
FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
e View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

e Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e View and submit conservation requests.

e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.

e Report practice completion and request practice certification.
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e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the
feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans,
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the
navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get
Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress
concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for
more information on AFIDA.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can
help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.
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How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history,
payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can

visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early
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The Farm Loan teams in Minnesota are already working on operating loans for spring 2023
and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely
processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for
applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

USDA Reminds Producers of Continuous
Certification Option for Perennial Forage

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds agricultural producers with perennial
forage crops of an option to report their acreage once, without having to report that acreage in



subsequent years, as long as there are no applicable changes on the farm. Interested
producers can select the continuous certification option after USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) certifies their acreage report.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses,
including perennial crops like mixed forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia
(prostrata), lespedeza, perennial peanuts and perennial grass varieties. To access many
USDA programs, producers must file an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage.

The perennial crop continuous certification process requires a producer to initially complete an
acreage report certifying the perennial crop acreage. The producer may select the continuous
certification option any time after the crop is certified. Once the continuous certification option
is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward annually and does not require additional
action on the producer’s part in subsequent years unless the acreage report changes.

Once an producer selects continuous certification, then continuous certification is appliable to
all fields on the farm for the specific crop, crop type and intended use. If continuous
certification is selected by any producers sharing in the crop, then the continuous certification
is appliable to fields in which the producer has a share for the specific crop, crop type and
intended use.

Producers can opt out of continuous certification at any time. The continuous certification will
terminate automatically if a change in the farming operation occurs.

How to File a Report

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.
e Intended use of the crop.
e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.

e Other information as required.

More Information



Producers can contact their local FSA office to see if their crops are eligible for continuous
certification or to make an appointment. Producers can make an appointment to report acres
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA'’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty

Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to comply with
regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part
of USDA's broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for
small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working
in food and agriculture.

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H.,
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA'’s efforts to help reduce
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across
the nation.

Program Details

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their
related expenses.

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.
e [Food safety certification.
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e Certification upload fees.
e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.
e Training

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found

at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

The FSCSC application period for 2022 is June 27, 2022, through January 31, 2023, and the
application period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. FSA will issue payments at the
time of application approval for 2022 and after the application period ends for 2023. If
calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be prorated.

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center
nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility
information and forms needed to apply.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning,
Veteran or Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or
operator for up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition
their land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long
term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may
enroll in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP
application must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New
landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or
farming methods.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Minnesota USDA Farm Service Agency

375 Jackson Street, Suite 400
Saint Paul, MN 55101

Phone: 651-602-7700
Fax: 855-719-9917

Minnesota Farm To find contact information for your local USDA Farm Service
Service Agency Agency Office go to: www.fsa.usda.gov/mn

State Executive

Director:

Whitney Place

Division Leaders: Minnesota State Committee:

Cassie Buck Eunice Biel, Committee Chairperson
Lee Crawford Hannah Bernhardt, Committee Member
Calvin Gellatly Kurt Blomgren, Committee Member
Angela Hanson Lisa Brunner, Committee Member
Daniel Mahoney Tim Velde, Committee Member

Glenn Schafer

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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