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We are nearing the end of our crop reporting window and if you 
haven’t certified your acres yet, it’s time! July 17 is the final 
deadline for spring planted crops. Prevented plant acres also 
need to be reported for USDA program eligibility. Get into your 
local FSA service center or reach out via email as soon as 
possible if you have not yet certified your acreage! 

The Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 2 and Pandemic 
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) are both still open until 
July 14. These revenue-based programs are to provide 
assistance for losses from 2020 and 2021 due to natural 
disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. For ERP Phase 2, new 
eligibility was recently announced for certain crops including 
grapes and forage, so if you were impacted check out the 
program requirements. 

Minnesota FSA staff continue to monitor the dry conditions across the state via the drought 
monitor and reports from producers. We hear your concerns and are ready to issue disaster 
declarations when they trigger for drought. 

Finally, the nomination period for FSA County Committee members is open until August 1. If 
you or someone you know is interested in serving on your local FSA County 
Committee, please put a nomination forward! County Committees serve as a critical body to 
ensure policy implantation is informed at the local level and is equitable to all farmers. 

Respectfully, 

Whitney Place, State Executive Director 

 

USDA Reminds Minnesota Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 

Agricultural producers in Minnesota who have not yet completed their crop acreage 
reports after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing 
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Minnesota: 

• July 17, 2023 - Spring seeded crops including Hemp and Wild Rice 

• August 15, 2023 - Beans other than dry edibles 
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• September 30, 2023 - Turfgrass Sod and Floriculture 

• November 15, 2023 - Apiculture and Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of 
acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 

• Intended use of the crop. 

• Number of acres of the crop. 

• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 

• Planting date(s). 

• Planting pattern, when applicable. 

• Producer shares. 

• Irrigation practice(s). 

• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 

• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage 
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting 
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. 

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is 
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in 
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more 
information on continuous certification. 



New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their 
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature 
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other 
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print 
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form 
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature 
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal. 

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with 
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.  

More Information 

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers of July 14 
Deadline to Apply for Pandemic and Natural 
Disaster Revenue Loss Programs 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) reminds producers of the July 14 deadline to 
apply for both the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 
Two and the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP). 
These revenue-based programs help offset revenue losses from 
2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic.  

ERP and PARP offer a holistic approach to disaster assistance 
and provide economic support for producers who bear the financial brunt of circumstances 
beyond their control.  

Eligibility     

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable 
gross revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops 
from a qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that 
were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop 
Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One.       
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To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming 
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable 
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.      

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is 
considered allowable gross revenue for each respective program. Through cooperative 
agreements with FSA, nine organizations are also providing free ERP Phase Two application 
assistance to producers across the United States and territories.   

ERP Phase Two Policy Updates  

USDA recently updated ERP Phase Two to provide a method for valuing losses and 
accessing program benefits to eligible producers of certain crops, including grapes grown and 
used by the same producer for wine production or forage that is grown, stored and fed to 
livestock, that do not generate revenue directly from the sale of the crop.  

The value of the eligible crop intended for on-farm use will be based on the producer’s actual 
production of the crop and a price for the crop as determined by FSA’s Deputy Administrator 
for Farm Programs based on the best available data for each crop such as published crop 
price data or the average price obtained by other producers in the area. Acceptable, published 
sources including but are not limited to Federal Crop Insurance Corporation established 
prices, FSA established National Crop Table prices and National Agricultural Statistic Service 
prices.  

Revenue and pricing guidelines for expected revenue for wine grapes and on-farm forage is 
available online for producer reference and convenience when applying for ERP Phase Two.  

Requirement to Purchase Crop Insurance or NAP Coverage   

All producers who receive ERP Phase 2 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP 
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as 
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at 60/100 level of coverage or 
higher for insured crops, or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.  

Crops that are not eligible for crop insurance or NAP are still eligible for ERP Phase Two, but 
producers must obtain Whole Farm Revenue Protection or Micro Farm Program policy to 
meet linkage requirements.    

Maximize FSA Office Visits  

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP 
Phase Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major 
deadline to complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete 
the ERP Phase Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same 
office visit.     

More Information     

For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP 
Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP 
application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.       
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Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations 
for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local 
County Committees 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting nominations for county 
committee members for elections that will occur later this year. Additionally, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to make it easier for producers to participate 
in the nomination and election processes for county committee members, who make important 
decisions on how federal farm programs are administered locally. 

All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA 
office by Aug. 1, 2023.    

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are 
elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may 
include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area. 

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and 

• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year. 

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or 
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. 
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also 
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning farmers 
or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.    

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA 
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-
year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well 
as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office employment and other 
agricultural issues.     

Urban and Suburban County Committees  

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees as well as make other 
advancements related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office of Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production. FSA established county committees specifically 
focused on urban agriculture. The urban county committees will work to encourage and 
promote urban, indoor and other emerging agricultural production practices. Additionally, the 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


new county committees may address areas such as food access, community engagement, 
support of local activities to promote and encourage community compost and food waste 
reduction. 

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers in 
the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members will provide outreach to ensure urban 
producers understand USDA programs and serve as the voice of other urban producers and 
assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing urban community.     

County committees for urban agriculture are located in 17 cities across the U.S. including 
Minneapolis-St. Paul. 

More Information  

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be 
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban 
farmers should use an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county committees. Nomination forms and 
other information about FSA county committee elections are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections.    

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023. 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal 
agencies to consider all potential environmental impacts for 
federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental 
review must be completed before actions are approved, such as 
site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs 
include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 

and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental 
review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act 
and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project 
proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your 
local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental 
review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 
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Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is 
required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is 
to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a 
farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially 
successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact 
your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

Applying for NAP Payments 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible 
for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable 
to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, 
excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the 
crop year by the applicable deadline using form CCC-471 
“Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. 
Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP 
participants must provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an 
interest during the crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, 
salvaged or used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could 
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by 
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must 
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain 
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 



To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of 
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year 
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. 
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable, 
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, 
Veteran or Underserved Farmers and Ranchers 

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the 
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or 
operator for up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires. 

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition 
their land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long 
term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or 
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member. 

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may 
enroll in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP 
application must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New 
landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or 
farming methods. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan 
Borrowers 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-
authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP) borrowers. 
PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on 
loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the 
National Financial and Accounting Operations Center (NFAOC) 

to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution. 

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD 
can only be established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-
28. This form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for 
each loan to which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA 
Rural Development (RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click 
forms and search for “Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the 
financial institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: 
USDA RD DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential 
cost. Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting 
a written request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three 
payment rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be 
cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a 
cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made 
by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

FSA Offers Disaster Assistance for Qualifying Tree, 
Bush and Vine Losses 
If you’re an orchardist or nursery tree grower whose experienced losses from natural disasters 
during calendar year 2023, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after 
the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent. 

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and 
vines damaged by natural disasters. 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/page/regulations-and-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced 
for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; 
however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes 
and vines were planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced 
within 12 months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of 
acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP payments, cannot 
exceed 1,000 acres annually. 

 

USDA Expands Wildlife Conservation with New 
Investments in Working Lands for Wildlife 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is expanding its work on wildlife conservation, leveraging 
a suite of voluntary, incentive-based tools. Leveraging resources of the Conservation Reserve 
Program and the Inflation Reduction Act, the five-year commitment includes significant 
funding and staff resources, focusing their delivery to working lands in key geographies across 
the country through a series of new Frameworks for Conservation Action. 
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Financial Assistance Application Process Opens 
for USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced 
Discrimination 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced the opening of the financial 
assistance application process for eligible farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who 
experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. Section 
22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) directs USDA to provide this assistance. Since the 
law’s passage, USDA has worked diligently to design the program in accordance with 
significant stakeholder input.  

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and 
Spanish-language application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, 
information on how to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional 
resources and details about the program.  

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its 
farm loan programs prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or 
assumed USDA farm loan debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred 
prior to January 1, 2021, are eligible for this program.   

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or 
submit paper-based forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The 
application process will be open from July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, 
applications will be reviewed in November and December, with payments reaching recipients 
soon thereafter. Importantly, applicants should know that the application process is not on a 
first come, first served, basis. All applications received or postmarked before the October 31 
deadline will be considered.  

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations 
with extensive experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support 
individuals who may be eligible for the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer 
Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action Group, Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention Program, National Young 
Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.   

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working 
closely with these and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital 
and grassroots strategies, to ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and 
have the opportunity to apply. These hubs are operating a network of brick-and-mortar 
program offices and will conduct extensive outreach about the program. Windsor Group 
serves farmers in the eastern regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves the western 
regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group, is responsible for program oversight and 
integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the application website - 22007apply.gov, 
which is now open – and review and process applications and payments. All vendors have 
experience in professional services, supporting government contracts, and complex program 
operations.    
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On March 1, 2023, USDA shared initial details on how the Section 22007 program will 
work, including that the Inflation Reduction Act specifies the Secretary of Agriculture is 
responsible for providing this assistance through qualified nongovernmental entities, under 
standards set by USDA. USDA entered into agreements with vendors and cooperators in 
May.    

In addition to the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program (DFAP) opening today, the 
Inflation Reduction Act also created several other programs that are helping USDA rebuild 
trust, address systemic issues and improve service to people who may have been 
underserved by USDA in the past. Information about USDA’s equity agenda and progress is 
available at www.usda.gov/equity. 

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading 
misleading information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign 
retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information. 
As of today, the official application process has begun and filling out an application is free.  

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency 
or department of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased 
for those claimants who are represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain 
an attorney. USDA, the national administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither 
recommend that any applicant retain counsel or retain a specific attorney or law firm, nor 
discourage an applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney or law firm. For 
more information, read our fact sheet about the program timeline and ways to protect against 
possible scams.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, promoting competition and fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building 
new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate-smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities 
in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic 
barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit www.usda.gov.  

 

Urban Producers, Public Invited to Attend August 
Meeting of Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production 
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We’re inviting urban producers, innovative producers, and other stakeholders to virtually 
attend a public meeting of the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production on August 1 from 3-6pm. Learn more and register. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
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SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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