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Mississippi State Farm  Farmers to Receive Documentation of
Service Agency USDA Services

6311 Ridgewood Rd., Suite

W100, Jackson, MS 39211 Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that

FSA provides a receipt to customers who request or receive

Phone: 601-965-4300 assistance or information on FSA programs.

Fax: 844-325-6966 The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any

agricultural program assistance requested from FSA, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any
agricultural information, program and/or loan assistance provided to
an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports began

State Executive Director:
Robert A. (Bobby) Carson

State Committee:

Ted Kendall 1V, Chair

Scott Flowers on Aug. 1, 2016.

E?{bbsy '\v/\llocr)g A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided
a-ewa whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.

Henry Reed

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting



State Committee meeting Thg USDA Farm Service Agency_(FSA) recently made sgyeral
TBA policy updates for acreage reporting for cover crops, revising
intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as

To find contact information for UPdated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”

your local office go to

www.fsa.usda.gov/ms

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

» Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
* Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

» The development of problem situations;

» Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts,

if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.

» Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an
effective way to remember payment due dates.

» Pay down existing debt.

» Keep your credit card balances low.

« Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.

FSA'’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ms
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for
Conservation Reserve Program Participants to Improve
Forest Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat

In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced additional incentives available for
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants to actively manage forest lands enrolled in the
program.

Under the provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill, $10 million is available nationwide to eligible CRP
participants. Those selected will be encouraged to thin, prescribe burn or otherwise manage their
forests in order to allow sunlight to reach the forest floor. This will encourage the development of
grasses, forbs and legumes, benefitting numerous species including pollinators and grassland-
dependent birds such as the northern bobwhite.

Eligibility is limited to landowners and agricultural producers already enrolled in CRP with
conservation covers primarily containing trees. Incentive payments, not to exceed 150 percent of
the cost to implement a particular customary forestry activity as described, have been established.
CRP participants meeting eligibility requirements and interested in making offers to participate
should visit their local FSA county office.

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office at the local USDA
service center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing
Acres Locator Tool
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet is the "go to" online resource for agricultural

producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay
and grazing acres.

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise,
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay
Net advertisement as well.

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:

« There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post an
ad online.

* Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.

» Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.

* Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove ads
you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on this
site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your
local FSA office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term
of the loan.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

* Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

» Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

« Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

« Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Selected Interest Rates for April 2018

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.165%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.500%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.000%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment,
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans

(7 years) 2.750%

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 2.000%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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