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Financial Assistance Application Process Opens for USDA 
Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced Discrimination 
Today, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the opening of the financial assistance 
application process for eligible farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in 
USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
directs USDA to provide this assistance. Since the law’s passage, USDA has worked diligently to design the 
program in accordance with significant stakeholder input.  

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and Spanish-language 
application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain 
technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the program.  

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its farm loan programs 
prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or assumed USDA farm loan debt that 
was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred prior to January 1, 2021, are eligible for this program.   

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or submit paper-based 
forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The application process will be open from 
July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, applications will be reviewed in November and 
December, with payments reaching recipients soon thereafter. Importantly, applicants should know that the 
application process is not on a first come, first served, basis. All applications received or postmarked before 
the October 31 deadline will be considered.  

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations with extensive 
experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support individuals who may be eligible for 
the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action 
Group, Federation of Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention 
Program, National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.   

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working closely with these 
and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital and grassroots strategies, to 
ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and have the opportunity to apply. These hubs 
are operating a network of brick-and-mortar program offices and will conduct extensive outreach about the 
program. Windsor Group serves farmers in the eastern regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves 
the western regions. A national administrator, Midtown Group, is responsible for program oversight and 
integrity, and will lead a national call-center, operate the application website - 22007apply.gov, which is now 
open – and review and process applications and payments. All vendors have experience in professional 
services, supporting government contracts, and complex program operations.    

On March 1, 2023, USDA shared initial details on how the Section 22007 program will work, including that the 
Inflation Reduction Act specifies the Secretary of Agriculture is responsible for providing this assistance 

https://fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://22007apply.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://22007apply.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.agrability.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://farmvetco.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.flaginc.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.flaginc.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.federation.coop/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.indianag.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.landloss.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.landloss.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7C9fcb043711fd49b9461808db7ee51dfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638243294741702327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=MXDkZnTDD8U51s2qzxcXUPVSBeMhn8%2Fr%2F7rAfH71FWU%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youngfarmers.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youngfarmers.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ruralco.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7C9fcb043711fd49b9461808db7ee51dfb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638243294741858563%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=SLVKCb2V4N3trtjfDVEDrMpz5LifIEnwEn0GtLrgJD8%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ruralco.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://22007apply.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/03/01/usda-announces-next-steps-providing-financial-assistance-borrowers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

through qualified nongovernmental entities, under standards set by USDA. USDA entered into agreements 
with vendors and cooperators in May.    

In addition to the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program (DFAP) opening today, the Inflation Reduction 
Act also created several other programs that are helping USDA rebuild trust, address systemic issues and 
improve service to people who may have been underserved by USDA in the past. Information about USDA’s 
equity agenda and progress is available at www.usda.gov/equity. 

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading misleading 
information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign retainer agreements, and 
asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information. As of today, the official application 
process has begun and filling out an application is free.  

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency or department 
of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased for those claimants who are 
represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain an attorney. USDA, the national 
administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither recommend that any applicant retain counsel or retain 
a specific attorney or law firm, nor discourage an applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney 
or law firm. For more information, read our fact sheet about the program timeline and ways to protect against 
possible scams.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, promoting competition and fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, 
healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and 
producers using climate-smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and 
clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit www.usda.gov.  

 

USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers of July 14 Deadline 
to Apply for Pandemic and Natural Disaster Revenue Loss 
Programs 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers of the July 14 
deadline to apply for both the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and the Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program (PARP). These revenue-based programs help offset revenue losses from 2020 and 2021 
natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic.  

ERP and PARP offer a holistic approach to disaster assistance and provide economic support for producers 
who bear the financial brunt of circumstances beyond their control.  

Eligibility     

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 
2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster 
event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or 
NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP 
Phase One.       To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming 
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during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable gross revenue 
for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.      FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP 
tool that can help producers determine what is considered allowable gross revenue for each respective 
program. Through cooperative agreements with FSA, nine organizations are also providing free ERP Phase 
Two application assistance to producers across the United States and territories.   

ERP Phase Two Policy Updates  

USDA recently updated ERP Phase Two to provide a method for valuing losses and accessing program 
benefits to eligible producers of certain crops, including grapes grown and used by the same producer for 
wine production or forage that is grown, stored and fed to livestock, that do not generate revenue directly from 
the sale of the crop.  

The value of the eligible crop intended for on-farm use will be based on the producer’s actual production of 
the crop and a price for the crop as determined by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs based on 
the best available data for each crop such as published crop price data or the average price obtained by other 
producers in the area. Acceptable, published sources including but are not limited to Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation established prices, FSA established National Crop Table prices and National Agricultural Statistic 
Service prices.  

Revenue and pricing guidelines for expected revenue for wine grapes and on-farm forage is available online 
for producer reference and convenience when applying for ERP Phase Two.  

Requirement to Purchase Crop Insurance or NAP Coverage   

All producers who receive ERP Phase 2 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where 
crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as determined by the Secretary. 
Purchased coverage must be at 60/100 level of coverage or higher for insured crops, or at the catastrophic 
coverage level or higher for NAP crops.  

Crops that are not eligible for crop insurance or NAP are still eligible for ERP Phase Two, but producers must 
obtain Whole Farm Revenue Protection or Micro Farm Program policy to meet linkage requirements.    

Maximize FSA Office Visits  

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two and 
PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage 
reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase Two application, PARP 
application and acreage reporting during the same office visit.     

 More Information     

For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP 
Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-
buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.       
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users). 
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• A Message From the State Executive Director 
• Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with Jack Carlile 
• USDA Accepts Nearly 2.7 Million Acres in Grassland CRP Signup, Bringing 

the Program Closer to Acreage Cap 
• Urban Producers, Public Invited to Attend August Meeting of Federal 

Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production 

 

A Message From the State Executive Director 
Hello, Oklahoma Farmers and Ranchers! 

This summer has been up to a cooler start but as the temperatures started to rise, so did natural 
disasters. 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) has granted disaster assistance for June storms. The 
designation provides SBA low interest disaster loans for renters, homeowners, business owners 
and private, non-profits to repair or replace any property damaged by the storm which was not 
covered by insurance or other assistance programs. The loan program is also available to assist 
businesses that sustained economic injury due to the storm. Applicants may apply online, 
receive additional disaster assistance information, and download applications 
at disasterloanassistance.sba.gov. Applicants may also call SBA’s Customer Service Center at 
(800) 659-2955 or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information 
on SBA disaster assistance.  

FSA program deadlines will be here before you know it! Please mark your calendars for the 
remaining deadlines in 2023: 

• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)- 
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o August 31: Alfalfa, Aquaculture, Barley, Canola, Christmas Trees, Clover, 
Floriculture, Grass, Oats, Peas (Austrian Winter) Rye, Triticale or Wheat for 
Forage, Turfgrass sod, Rapeseed 

o October 2: Apples, Apricots, Barley– grain, Blackberries, Blueberries, Grapes, 
Greens, Nectarines, Oats– grain, Peaches, Pears, Raspberries, Rye– grain, 
Triticale– grain, Vetch 

o November 30: Asparagus, Clover– forage, Grass– forage, Honey, Lespedeza, 
Mixed Forage– forage, Pecans, Plums 

I wish you all the best,  

Steve Kouplen 

 

Ask the Expert: A Farm Operating Loan Q&A with 
Jack Carlile 
In this Ask the Expert, Jack Carlile, Farm Loan Manager for the USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), answers questions about farm operating loans and when producers should apply in order 
to secure funds for the current crop year. 

As the Farm Loan Manager for the Cherokee County Service Center, Jack is responsible for 
managing the loan making and loan servicing activities for five counties in northeast Oklahoma. 
His office provides services for over 650 farm loan customers. Jack was raised on a cross bred 
cow/calf operation that his grandparents started. Over the years, each generation has added to 
the operation by purchasing additional pasture. The operation also grows and bales their own 
hay. Jack’s agriculture background and degree in agriculture economics from Oklahoma State 
University help him better understand the financing needs of his producers. 

Who can apply for FSA Farm Loans? 

Anyone can apply for FSA’s loan programs. Applications will be considered on basic eligibility 
requirements. To apply for a loan, you must meet the following general eligibility requirements 
including: 

• Be a U.S. citizen or qualified alien. 
• Operator of a family farm or ranch. 
• Have a satisfactory credit history. 
• Unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable rates and terms to meet actual needs. 
• Not be delinquent on any federal debts. 

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-expert-farm-operating-loan-qa-with-jack-carlile?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

USDA Accepts Nearly 2.7 Million Acres in Grassland 
CRP Signup, Bringing the Program Closer to 
Acreage Cap 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for nearly 2.7 million acres from 
agricultural producers and private landowners through this year’s Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) Grassland signup. This program allows producers and landowners to continue 
grazing and haying practices while protecting grasslands and further CRP conservation efforts. 
Grassland CRP is part of the Biden-Harris administration’s broader effort to address climate 
change and conserve natural resources. 

Additionally, USDA has accepted more than 1 million acres through the General CRP signup, 
and more than 465,800 acres have been submitted through the Continuous CRP signup so far 
this year. 

Top states include:  

• Colorado, 430,899 acres; 
• Nebraska, 417,865 acres; and 
• South Dakota, 325,443 acres.  

Grassland CRP leverages working lands practices to improve biodiversity and conserve 
environmentally sensitive land. To target conservation in key geographies, USDA prioritizes 
land within two National Priority Zones:  the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, and the Dust Bowl 
area. FSA accepted more than 911,000 acres in these two zones. Land enrolled in these zones 
will contribute to broader USDA conservation efforts through Working Lands for Wildlife by 
conserving working grasslands and other lands that underpin iconic big game migrations.  

Grasslands enrolled in CRP help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing 
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common grazing 
practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land, which supports 
agricultural production.   

Broadening Reach of Program   As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and 
landowners who are historically underserved, including beginning farmers, limited-resource 
producers, and military veterans, received 20 additional ranking points to enhance their offers. 
From more than 6,400 underserved producers, USDA accepted offers of more than 1.8 million 
acres, about 74% of those who submitted applications.           Additionally, USDA is working to 
broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage underserved communities. CREP is a partnership 
program that enables states, Tribal governments, and non-profit entities to partner with FSA to 
implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. 
Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.    

More Information     

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP signup, 
which is ongoing, by contacting FSA at their local USDA Service Center.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/working-lands-for-wildlife?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-enhancement/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-enhancement/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=us&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and 
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, 
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and 
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.  

 

Urban Producers, Public Invited to Attend August 
Meeting of Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production 
We’re inviting urban producers, innovative producers, and other stakeholders to virtually attend 
a public meeting of the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production on August 1 from 3-6pm. Learn more and register. 

 

 

 

 

 
Oklahoma State Office 

100 USDA 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 

Phone:  (405) 742-1130 
Fax: (855) 416-9557 

State Executive Director 

Steve Kouplen 
Steve.Kouplen@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief 

Larry Daniel 
Larry.Daniel@usda.gov 

Executive Officer  

Janlyn Hannah 
Janlyn.Hannah@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 
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Jaramie.Karcher@usda.gov 
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State Committee Members: 
 
Jerry McPeak- Chairman 
Don Schieber 
Carly Griffith-Hotvedt 
Leon Barrett 
Tom Abernathy 

State Office Program Staff 
 
J.D. Elwood, Production & Payment Eligibility 
Kimberly Schneider, Conservation 
Danny Lee, Compliance & Price Support 
Mattie Alewine, Public Relations/Outreach 

  

  

 

CONTACT US: 
Farm Service Agency 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Risk Management Agency 

Service Center Locator 

 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: 
Manage Subscriptions  |  Help 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users). 
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