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2022 DMC Premiums due Sept. 1, 2022  
Dairy producers have until Sept. 1, 2022, to pay premiums for the Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) Program. With monthly DMC program triggers well above the 
$9.50 per hundredweight (cwt) coverage level, there have been no indemnity 
payments distributed through the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) through 
June 2022. In prior years, producers were able to deduct annual DMC 
premiums from indemnity payments, but that’s not the case this year.  

 Approximately 75% of calendar year 2022 DMC and Supplemental DMC 
premiums have not been paid as the payment deadline of Sept. 1 
approaches.   

Failure to pay the DMC premium by the deadline may affect a dairy operation’s 
ability to participate in the DMC program in future years. Contact your local 
FSA office for more information.  

For more information visit the FSA dairy programs webpage or the online dairy 
decision tool.   
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Sanpete/Sevier and Millard County FSA Office Is Hiring! 
The Sanpete and/or Sevier County County Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in Ephraim or Richfield 
(depending on selection) is hiring a full time Farm Loan Program Technician (PT).  

The Millard County Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in Fillmore is also hiring a full time Farm Loan Program 
Technician (PT). 

The deadline to apply for both positions is August 30, 2022. 

Duties include general office activities supporting FSA farm loan programs administered at the field 
level. Successful applicants must be reliable, have a professional attitude and enjoy working with the public. 

If you are interested or know of someone who might be interested, please share this information with them. 
Here is the direct link to the position with information on how to apply: USA Jobs 

Applications must be completed through USAJOBs no later than close of business August 30, 2022.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 
Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm 
Meets Conservation Compliance  

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native 
vegetation to commodity crop production after December 23, 1985.  As part of 
the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re 
proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual tillage 
including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been 
determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 23, 
1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or 
system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation 
plan or system on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of 
agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, 
disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that 
require annual tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible 

Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into 
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered highly erodible 
land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a conservation plan or system that limits 
the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands, 
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation 
provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA 
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact 
your local USDA Service Center. 
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USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors 
If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the next 
generation and in investing in your local community. Your experiences and knowledge as a business owner, 
agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to your community 

USDA is collaborating with SCORE – score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, expert business 
mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free business mentoring 
to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.   SCORE is currently looking for 
volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field who would like to become part of an extended field 
of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with 
everything needed to be a successful volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and 
services, as well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, 
interviewing and problem-solving skills. 

Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, business and financial 
planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one business mentoring to new and existing 
farmers and business owners. Together they work through the process of starting or maintaining agricultural 
and rural businesses. No matter what stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in 
developing business plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, 
in order to help their clients succeed.   FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today 
at newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship. 

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of 
Organic, Transitioning Producers 
Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and handlers who are 
transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic 
and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
(OCCSP), which help producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related 
expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.  

OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).  
• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification inspections and 

development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  
• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.   

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, livestock, 
processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and OCCSP cover costs 
incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have until October 31, 2022 to file 
applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA Service 
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers will need to provide 
documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also 
apply for OCCSP through participating State agencies.    
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Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several 
programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow 
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) 
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 
72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage 
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, 
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance 
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped 
video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 
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Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners 
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for 
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact 
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or 
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service 
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because 
of the pandemic. 

 
USDA Accepts More than 3.1 Million Acres in Grassland 
CRP Signup  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for more than 3.1 million acres from 
agricultural producers and private landowners through this year’s Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Grassland Signup, the highest in history. The signup’s results include 35,152.85 acres in Utah. This program 
allows producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying practices while protecting grasslands and 
promoting plant and animal biodiversity and conservation, and it’s part of the Biden-Harris administration’s 
broader effort to address climate change and to conserve natural resources.  

Nationwide, this year’s Grassland CRP signup surpassed last year’s 2.5 million acres by 22%. So far this 
year, producers have enrolled 2 million acres through the General Signup and more than 464,000 acres have 
been submitted through the Continuous CRP Signup. This means about 5.6 million acres are entering CRP in 
2023, surpassing the 3.9 million acres expiring this year.  

Other highlights include:  

• Top states included Colorado (642,000 acres), South Dakota (nearly 425,000 acres) and Nebraska 
(nearly 422,000 acres).  

• States with the highest increase in acres compared with last year include Arizona (141% increase), 
California (129% increase), and Utah (122% increase).  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and conserving 
environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
created two National Priority Zones in 2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. 
For this year’s signup, FSA expanded the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to 
include seven additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal 
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migration corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer and antelope. FSA accepted offers on more than 
1.4 million acres in these two zones.  

Grasslands enrolled in CRP help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing resilience to 
drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common grazing practices, such as haying, 
mowing, or harvesting seed from the enrolled land, which supports ag production.   

Broadening Reach of Program      As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who 
are historically underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional 
ranking points to enhance their offers. From more than 5,000 underserved producers, USDA accepted offers 
of more than 1.9 million acres, about 87% of those who submitted applications.       Additionally, USDA is 
working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. CREP is a partnership 
program that enables states, Tribal governments, and non-profit entities to partner with FSA to implement 
CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental objectives. Interested entities are 
encouraged to contact FSA.  

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP Signup, which is 
ongoing, by contacting the FSA at their local USDA Service Center. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an agriculture 
production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.    

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain 
the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary 
Termination of Conservation Reserve Program Contract  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants who 
are in the final year of their CRP contract to request voluntary termination of their CRP contract following the 
end of the primary nesting season for fiscal year 2022. Participants approved for this one-time, voluntary 
termination will not have to repay rental payments, a flexibility implemented this year to help mitigate the 
global food supply challenges caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other factors. Today, USDA 
also announced additional flexibilities for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).    

FSA is mailing letters to producers with expiring acres that detail this flexibility and share other options, such 
as re-enrolling sensitive acres in the CRP Continuous signup and considering growing organic crops. 
Producers will be asked to make the request for voluntary termination in writing through their local USDA 
Service Center.   
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If approved for voluntary termination, preparations can occur after the conclusion of the primary nesting 
season. Producers will then be able to hay, graze, begin land preparation activities and plant a fall-seeded 
crop before October 1, 2022. For land in colder climates, this flexibility may allow for better establishment of a 
winter wheat crop or better prepare the land for spring planting.   

Organic Considerations  

Since CRP land typically does not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application, USDA is 
encouraging producers to consider organic production. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to help producers plan and implement conservation 
practices, including those that work well for organic operations, such as pest management and mulching. 
Meanwhile, FSA offers cost-share for certification costs and other fees.  

Other CRP Options  

Participants can also choose to enroll all or part of their expiring acres into the Continuous CRP signup for 
2022. Important conservation benefits may still be achieved by re-enrolling sensitive acres such as buffers or 
wetlands. Expiring water quality practices such as filter strips, grass waterways, and riparian buffers may be 
eligible to be reenrolled under the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) and CLEAR 30 options under 
CRP. Additionally, expiring continuous CRP practices such as shelterbelts, field windbreaks, and other buffer 
practices may also be re-enrolled to provide benefits for organic farming operations.   

If producers are not planning to farm the land from their expiring CRP contract, the Transition Incentives 
Program (TIP) may also provide them two additional annual rental payments after their contract expires on 
the condition that they sell or rent their land to a beginning or veteran farmer or rancher or a member of a 
socially disadvantaged group.  

Producers interested in the Continuous CRP signup, CLEAR 30, or TIP should contact FSA by Aug. 5, 
2022.    

NRCS Conservation Programs  

USDA also encourages producers to consider NRCS conservation programs, which help producers integrate 
conservation on croplands, grazing lands and other agricultural landscapes. EQIP and CSP can help 
producers plant cover crops, manage nutrients and improve irrigation and grazing systems. Additionally, the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), or state or private easement programs, may be such 
an option. In many cases, a combination of approaches can be taken on the same parcel.  For example, 
riparian areas or other sensitive parts of a parcel may be enrolled in continuous CRP and the remaining land 
that is returned to farming can participate in CSP or EQIP and may be eligible to receive additional ranking 
points.  

Other Flexibilities to Support Conservation  

Additionally, NRCS is also offering a new flexibility for EQIP and CSP participants who have cover cropping 
including in their existing contracts. NRCS will allow participants to either modify their plans to plant a cover 
crop (and instead shift to a conservation crop rotation) or delay their cover crop plans a year, without needing 
to terminate the existing contract. This will allow for flexibility to respond to market signals while still ensuring 
the conservation benefits through NRCS financial and technical assistance for participating producers.  

More Information  

Producers and landowners can learn more about these options by contacting FSA and NRCS at their local 
USDA Service Center.  
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Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop 
insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to 
natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass 
for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2022 crops and 
file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 

when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
 

USDA Begins Issuing Payments for Spot Market Hog 
Pandemic Program  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is increasing the amount of funding 
available for the Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP) and expects to 
issue approximately $62.8 million in pandemic assistance payments to hog 
producers starting this week. SMHPP assists eligible producers who sold hogs 
through a spot market sale from April 16, 2020, through Sept. 1, 2020. USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) accepted SMHPP applications through April 29, 
2022.  

SMHPP Payments  

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, not to exceed 10,000 
head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. 

FSA originally planned to apply a payment factor if calculated payments exceeded the allocated $50 million in 
pandemic assistance funds for SMHPP. Payments are not expected to be factored due to Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack’s decision to increase funding enabling producers to receive 100% of the calculated 
SMHPP payment.     

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on SMHPP payments. 

SMHPP Background 

USDA offered SMHPP in response to a reduction in packer production due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
resulted in fewer negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower market prices. The program is part 
of USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous assistance 
for hog producers. 

 
Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4006255a2ee94eaa5b2308da805c942a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637963432359464188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=InGEOh3xPKV38VZvnV2qj7AzdFclZ23eSgXDtduXbN4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/smhpp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and 

assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The project supervisor 
must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center  or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Utah Farm Service Agency 
125 So. State Street 

Room 3202 
Salt Lake City, UT  84138 

Phone: 801-524-4530 
Fax: 844-715-5091 

State Executive Director  

Mark Gibbons 
mark.gibbons@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief  

Korry Soper 
korry.soper@usda.gov 

Farm Program Specialist  

Cary Son  
cary.son@usda.gov 

Farm Program Specialist 

Heidi Brooks 
heidi.brooks@usda.gov 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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mailto:mark.gibbons@usda.gov

	In This Issue:
	2022 DMC Premiums due Sept. 1, 2022 
	Sanpete/Sevier and Millard County FSA Office Is Hiring!
	Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets Conservation Compliance 
	USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors
	USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers
	USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather
	USDA Accepts More than 3.1 Million Acres in Grassland CRP Signup 
	Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
	USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary Termination of Conservation Reserve Program Contract 
	Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
	USDA Begins Issuing Payments for Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program 
	Applying for Youth Loans
	Utah Farm Service Agency

