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Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and
attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or
protected by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications
that livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable
through good animal husbandry and management.

For 2023 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent.
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.



In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2024.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity
and Customer Service

L. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help
i farmers and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This
2= uniform application process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive
[ =y equal support and have a consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm

Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual circumstances.

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications,
particularly among underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and

£ lengthy paper-based application process. The Loan Assistance Tool is
available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-step guide that supplements the support they receive
when working in person with a USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their
loan application in one tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking
the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment
and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or
the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be available to
USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that are anticipated to launch in
2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

¢ An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

Background

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers whose operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational
changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address
the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject to competitive bidding during
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specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain
eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve
Program Signup for 2023

USDA announced that agricultural producers and private landowners can begin
signing up for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

starting today and running through May 26, 2023. Among CRP enroliment
opportunities, Grassland CRP is a unique working lands program, allowing
producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying practices while
conserving grasslands and promoting plant and animal biodiversity as well as
healthier soil.

More than 3.1 million acres were accepted through the 2022 Grassland CRP signup from agricultural
producers and private landowners. That signup—the highest ever for the program—reflects the continued
success and value of investments in voluntary, producer-led, working lands conservation programs. The
current total participation in Grassland CRP is 6.3 million acres, which is part of the 23 million acres enrolled
in CRP opportunities overall.

Since 2021, USDA’s FSA, which administers all CRP programs, has made several improvements to
Grassland CRP to broaden the program’s reach, including:

e Creating two National Priority Zonesto put focus on environmentally sensitive land such as that prone
to wind erosion.

e Enhancing offers with 10 additional ranking points to producers and landowners who are historically
underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans.

e Leveraging the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically
underserved communities within Tribal Nations in the Great Plains.

How to Sign Up for Grassland CRP

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP, or any other CRP enrolliment option, should contact
their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to apply for the program before the deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can enroll in the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which incentivizes
producers who sell or enter into a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer
or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.

Other CRP Signups

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll throughout the year. Offers are automatically
accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not
exceed the statutory cap. Continuous CRP includes a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to increase carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees
and permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the State Acres for
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). Also available is the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR30)
Initiative, which was originally piloted in twelve states but has since been expanded nationwide, giving
producers and landowners across the country the opportunity to enroll in 30-year CRP contracts for water
quality practices.
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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in
catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate
risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help
with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind
you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm

Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576)
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within
72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable,
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree,
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event.
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped
video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use these loans to
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replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. AlLUSDA Service
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because
of the pandemic.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone.
Capabilities include:

o View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land
ownership details, and much more;

e View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers,
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and
money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers,
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
e View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

e Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

¢ View and submit conservation requests.

e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
e Report practice completion and request practice certification.

e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).
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Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture
planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the
recommended browsers to access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm
Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to commodity crop
production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985,
if you're proposing to produce agricultural commaodities (crops that require annual tillage including one pass
planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop
history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or
system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency
(FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop
insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,”
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact
your local USDA Service Center.

USDA'’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program Assists
Organic Producers recover costs associated with organic
certification.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will cover up to 75% of the costs associated with organic
certification, up to $750 per category, through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP).
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers and handlers to apply for OCCSP by
Oct. 31, 2023, for expenses incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.

As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder feedback, this
year FSA increased the cost share to the maximum amount allowed by statute.

Cost Share for 2023

The cost share provides financial assistance for organic certification, and producers and handlers are eligible
to receive 75% of the costs, up to $750, for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling and state organic
program fees (California only).

Producers have until Oct. 31, 2023, to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are
received.

How to Apply
To apply, organic producers and handlers should contact their local USDA Service Center. As part of

completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to provide documentation of their
organic certification and eligible expenses.

Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through department of agriculture. Additional
details can be found on the OCCSP webpage.

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP. FSA will post
a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will electronically mail the notice of funding
opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture.

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state department of agriculture
and FSA County Offices in that state will accept OCCSP applications and make payments to eligible certified
operations. However, the producer or handler may only receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the
participating state department of agriculture.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs), it
may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Cettification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. All farm
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY
file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure
that their landowners have filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you must have the
CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.
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Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to,
the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If
project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request will be
denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until
you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local FSA office
early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for your program
application so that it can be completed timely.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them
updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've suffered excessive
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and
should maintain documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application to provide
improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The
simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from
29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a
traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
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gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version
compatible with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements
that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options atfsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed
Forage Producers with NAP Coverage

For the 2023 crop year, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to use independent
assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss are no longer
required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-576 Application for Payment form must
be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends. If an independent
assessment is used to determine the loss, producers have 180 days to file an application for payment.

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes
apparent or within 15 days of harvest.

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all program
conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of precedence for the
representatives of the producer:
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o administrator or executor of the estate

e the surviving spouse

e surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
e surviving father and mother

e surviving brothers and sisters

e heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form FSA-325
to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify that the application, contract,
loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by
the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the deceased
participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to submit the
form.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program participant’s
tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed
by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program benefits that
may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared incompetent.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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