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USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to 
Increase Financial Freedom, Resilience and 
Profitability for Agricultural Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today 
announces changes to the Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) Farm Loan Programs, effective Sept. 25, 2024 — 
changes that are intended to increase opportunities for 
farmers and ranchers to be financially viable. These 
improvements, part of the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans 
rule, demonstrate USDA’s commitment to improving farm profitability through farm 
loans designed to provide important financing options used by producers to cover 
operating expenses and purchase land and equipment. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-16828%2Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/IOoe1-d3E-90ypzZtPy5ABJB4QPjALCxhVtSNzUTho4=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-16828%2Fenhancing-program-access-and-delivery-for-farm-loans%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/IOoe1-d3E-90ypzZtPy5ABJB4QPjALCxhVtSNzUTho4=367


Farm loan policy changes outlined in the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery 
for Farm Loans rule, are designed to better assist borrowers to make strategic 
investments in the enhancement or expansion of their agricultural operations. 

The three most notable policy changes include: 

• Establishing a new low-interest installment set-aside program for financially 
distressed borrowers. Eligible financially distressed borrowers can defer up 
to one annual loan installment per qualified loan at a reduced interest rate, 
providing a simpler and expedited option to resolve financial distress in 
addition to FSA’s existing loan servicing programs. 

• Providing all eligible loan applicants access to flexible repayment terms that 
can increase profitability and help build working capital reserves and 
savings. By creating upfront positive cash flow, borrowers can find 
opportunities in their farm operating plan budgets to include a reasonable 
margin for increased working capital reserves and savings, including for 
retirement and education. 

• Reducing additional loan security requirements to enable borrowers to 
leverage equity. This reduces the amount of additional security required for 
direct farm loans, including reducing the frequency borrowers must use their 
personal residence as additional collateral for a farm loan. 

Additional Farm Loan Program Improvements 

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA’s FSA has embarked on a 
comprehensive and systemic effort to ensure equitable delivery of Farm Loan 
Programs and improve access to credit for small and mid-size family farms. FSA 
has also included additional data in its annual report to Congress to provide 
information that Congress, stakeholders, and the general public need to hold USDA 
accountable on the progress that has been made in improving services to 
underserved producers. This year’s report shows FSA direct and guaranteed loans 
were made to a greater percentage of young and beginning farmers and ranchers, 
as well as improvements in the participation rates of minority borrowers. The report 
also highlights FSA’s microloan program’s new focus on urban agriculture 
operations and niche market lending, as well as increased support for producers 
seeking direct loans for farm ownership in the face of increasing land values across 
the country. 

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan 
Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who 
submit a direct loan application annually, FSA has made several impactful 
improvements including: 

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, 
step-by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for 
their business needs and to understanding the application process. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FLaws-Regs%2Fimprovementact2018_march_2024.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/c8J5tYLiioupIm5d5RfQ_V1M_h-PJlga1ljPOguNYq4=367


• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is 
paperless and provides helpful features including an electronic signature 
option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, 
complete a balance sheet, and build a farm operating plan. 

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the 
necessity of calling, mailing, or visiting a local USDA Service Center to pay a 
loan installment. 

• A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to 
ensure they fully understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available 
to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining their agricultural operation. To 
conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center 

FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in, improve, 
protect and expand their agricultural operations through the delivery of agricultural 
programs for all Americans. FSA implements agricultural policy, administers credit 
and loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity, disaster recovery and 
marketing programs through a national network of state and county off ices and 
locally elected county committees. For more information, visit, www.fsa.usda.gov 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the 
Biden-Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a 
greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all 
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and 
producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and 
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and 
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit 
www.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Assistance and Resources for 
Recovery from and Prevention of Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 in Dairy 
Herds  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) has confirmed the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI), also known as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 states including Colorado, Idaho, 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/IKk0oWbwl_EpFq_nyqD7AvScpH5sYENx4m42C81l4yU=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/NGpoyIDNAHnpT3BOyZKheJZw0MgPOVT-xPbu3IB2Skk=367


Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, South 
Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. To protect the U.S. livestock industry from the threat 
posed by HPAI H5N1 USDA is taking a number of actions with our federal 
partners.    

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for 
interstate movement of dairy cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A 
detections in livestock. In addition to the Federal Order mandates, USDA provides 
several voluntary testing and monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd 
Status Program announced on May 31, 2024. APHIS has released a list of 
requirements and recommendations that apply to interstate moving of lactating 
dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and answers to frequently asked 
questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS HPAI Livestock Detection 
website for information about these programs and requirements, as well as the 
most comprehensive and timely updates about this rapidly evolving situation.    

Assistance for Milk Loss  

Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance    

Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now 
apply for financial assistance through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process to 
assist with financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are 
removed from commercial milking in dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1 
test. Positive tests must be confirmed through the USDA’s APHIS’ National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL).  

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA:   

• Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on 
USDA’s APHIS H5N1 case definition) on individual animal or bulk tank 
samples confirmed by APHIS’ NVSL;    

• A notice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the 
sample collection date for the positive H5N1 test; and   

• An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows 
removed from production, the month the cows were removed from 
production, and the producer’s share in the milk production.    

The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses 
is 30 days after the end of the prior calendar year, which is January 30.  

Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to 
submit an application or if you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA, 
contact your local FSA county office for details. Find your local office. Other online 
resources include frequently asked questions and a fact sheet.    

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fvs-hpai-dairy-herd-status-program.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/q_GbZ1RqqFJjZzwGYmJWiwP0tz6mYLTGcheDujSzMYk=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fvs-hpai-dairy-herd-status-program.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/q_GbZ1RqqFJjZzwGYmJWiwP0tz6mYLTGcheDujSzMYk=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Faphis-requirements-recommendations-hpai-livestock.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/Oh8VARc4tdDBy63NVJ8lYD72UBxqU8VyCyDHP8pPrUQ=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Faphis-requirements-recommendations-hpai-livestock.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/yQ1B06i3v4lhITxlVHwPUsjZFRctApI8ZY5bSMTErbw=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffederal-order-faq.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/mYPGI2zD-OvnH_gZWXzLO5C4eZ7x-Ce50pJ1L07WwW0=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffederal-order-faq.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/mYPGI2zD-OvnH_gZWXzLO5C4eZ7x-Ce50pJ1L07WwW0=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Flivestock-poultry-disease%2Favian%2Favian-influenza%2Fhpai-detections%2Flivestock%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/aAX_JFvtXOf66HVcfmLzOFoDc0jcmAiKjmZ5u1Ov6Ow=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fhpai-livestock-case-definition.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/Kk7zPrx9yanPWh_kcKDURxIL5Ml6WQ-EMhtEvw0xNIg=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/6ry122gF8iHNwxhGG1Lmt1zHQaaeUKLSAZIbBj6LuTI=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2024%2F3_fsa_elap_h5n1_faq_2024.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/0KVQzWkRT8QSfUIgAgTZRRo-JaykfSG50dHpKPlFSp0=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2024%2Ffsa_elap_h5n1_factsheet_2024.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/sG6HItiIUDc0x6xmtL0n9C3i_9gI6ofUWhadA4VcMZY=367


Loans for Biosecurity Implementation   

FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can 
assist with implementation of biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can 
assist with:   

• Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock 
interaction with wildlife, and to prevent unauthorized access by visitors   

• Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing;   
• Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health;   
• Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease;   
• Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management;   
• Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation 

equipment; and  
• Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable 

agencies.   

To learn more about loans, producers can use the:  

• Loan Assistance Tool – helps producers better navigate the farm loan 
process. The online Loan Assistance Tool provides producers needing 
agricultural financing with an interactive, step-by-step guide.   

• Farm Loans Overview Factsheet – provides an overview of all FSA direct 
and guaranteed loans, and eligibility requirements.   

• Farm Loans Homepage – gives in-depth farm loan information, including fact 
sheets, for those who don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance Tool.    

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at the 
local USDA Service Center.    

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detections in Livestock  webpage.   

 

USDA Accepts Nearly 2.2 Million Acres 
through this year’s Grassland, General, and 
Continuous CRP signups 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
accepting offers for more than 2.2 million acres from 
agricultural producers and private landowners through 
this year’s Grassland, General, and 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
signups administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flat.fpac.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/Bcx6vjvv31qwOWo3N6JsP_PxuVyaVdlc7OGTsgalzDs=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2023%2F202310_fsa_farm_loans_overview.pdf%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/AviZ-jpvBVnaDJrhflo0H8ZIn1PiByPV_t_qr9WcyTI=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/-XYK-APcPNoiPA6aGy1Y7yyBGuqLnvF9-Y03EleGGqM=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/8hdJM6mGhxQJ83kwCtjkJHGRYrnWi08uZO7AxqUG_qI=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Flivestock-poultry-disease%2Favian%2Favian-influenza%2Fhpai-detections%2Flivestock%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/XY-wr51Ve2lrXpWtec3nIwS3OU8WI9VijSMJ68kX_ak=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aphis.usda.gov%2Flivestock-poultry-disease%2Favian%2Favian-influenza%2Fhpai-detections%2Flivestock%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/XY-wr51Ve2lrXpWtec3nIwS3OU8WI9VijSMJ68kX_ak=367


(FSA). With these accepted acres, enrollment is very near the 27 million CRP 
acreage cap. 

Grassland CRP 

Including the nearly 1.44 million acres recently accepted in Grassland CRP for 
offers received in 2024, producers will have enrolled more than 10 million acres in 
this popular working-lands program.  

Grassland CRP allows producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying 
practices while protecting grasslands and further CRP’s impacts. Grassland CRP 
leverages working lands practices to improve biodiversity and conserve 
environmentally sensitive land.    

Enrolled acres help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing 
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common 
grazing practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled 
land, which supports agricultural production.        

Top states for this year’s Grassland CRP signup include:    

• Nebraska with 237,853 acres accepted 
• Colorado with 218,145 acres accepted 
• New Mexico with 185,619 acres accepted 

Additionally, to target conservation in key geographies, USDA prioritizes land within 
two National Priority Zones: The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the Dust Bowl 
area. The 2024 Grassland CRP enrollment has added more than 560,000 acres in 
the Priority Zones, bringing the total acres to 3.8 million. By conserving working 
grasslands and other lands that underpin iconic big game migrations, land enrolled 
in these zones contributes to broader USDA conservation efforts through Working 
Lands for Wildlife.     

General and Continuous CRP 

FSA also has accepted nearly 200,000 acres through the General signup, bringing 
total acres enrolled in General CRP to 7.9 million acres. As one of the largest 
private lands conservation programs in the United States, CRP offers a range of 
conservation options to farmers, ranchers and landowners. It has been an 
especially strong opportunity for farmers with less productive or marginal cropland, 
helping them re-establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion and support wildlife habitat.    

In January 2024, FSA opened enrollment for Continuous CRP. Under this 
enrollment, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. 
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fprograms-initiatives%2Fworking-lands-for-wildlife%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/v7zN4hz8BeyJhk9i0iKCQb8PcGNb9qJPZTGfmCkhaAU=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fprograms-initiatives%2Fworking-lands-for-wildlife%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/v7zN4hz8BeyJhk9i0iKCQb8PcGNb9qJPZTGfmCkhaAU=367


cap. To date, in 2024, more than 565,000 acres have been offered through 
Continuous CRP bringing the total acres enrolled to 8.5 million. 

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP 
signup, which is ongoing, by contacting FSA at their local USDA Service Center.      

 

Biden-Harris Administration Invests Up to 
$400 Million to Address Drought, Conserve 
Water through Production of Water-Saving 
Commodities 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will invest $400 million with at least 18 irrigation districts to help farmers 
continue commodity production while also conserving water across the West. This 
funding – which will support irrigation districts and producers in using innovative 
water savings technologies and farming practices while producing water-saving 
commodities in the face of continued drought – is expected to conserve up to 
50,000 acre-feet in water use across 250,000 acres of irrigated land in production, 
while expanding and creating new, sustainable market opportunities. 

This historic funding builds on the Biden-Harris Administration’s work to conserve 
water, increase the efficiency of water use, upgrade existing infrastructure, and 
overall strengthen water security in the West. With historic water conservation 
enabled by President Biden’s Investing in America agenda, the Department of the 
Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation announced in May 2024 it had staved off the 
immediate possibility of the Colorado River System’s reservoirs from falling to 
critically low elevations that would threaten water deliveries and power production. 
Due to record conservation investments as well as improved hydrology, Lake Mead 
levels today, at elevation 1075 feet, are the highest since May 2021, when they 
were at 1073 feet. The Administration is now working to ensure the long-term 
sustainability and resilience by focusing on long-term water conservation in several 
basins across the west. 

Partnering with Irrigation Districts to Support Water Conservation, Produce 
Water-Saving Commodities 

USDA worked to select irrigation districts based on several commodity production 
and water management-related criteria in order to maximize the ability to achieve 
program objectives, leveraging available data from the Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Reclamation to ensure close alignment and partnership. USDA’s 
Economic Research Service (ERS) provided data and analysis to support the 
preliminary selections. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2024%2F03%2F05%2Ffact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-protects-stability-and-sustainability-of-colorado-river-basin-advances-water-conservation-across-the-west%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/pMDUcmPD4EU-CFoozUayOgSvIZr4wJY-mHZmQmSAvCo=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2024%2F03%2F05%2Ffact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-protects-stability-and-sustainability-of-colorado-river-basin-advances-water-conservation-across-the-west%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/pMDUcmPD4EU-CFoozUayOgSvIZr4wJY-mHZmQmSAvCo=367


Districts that have been preliminarily selected for potential inclusion in this program 
include: 

• Black Canyon Irrigation District, Idaho 
• Brooklyn Canal Company, Utah 
• Central Oregon Irrigation District, Ore. 
• Central Arizona Irrigation and Drainage District, Ariz. 
• Corcoran Irrigation District, Calif. 
• East Columbia Basin Irrigation District, Wash. 
• Elephant Butte Irrigation District, N.M. 
• Glenn – Colusa Irrigation District, Calif. 
• Greybull Valley Irrigation District, Wyo. 
• Hidalgo & Cameron Counties Irrigation District 9, Texas 
• Huntley Project Irrigation District, Mont. 
• Imperial Irrigation District, Calif. 
• Maricopa – Stanfield Irrigation and Drainage District, Ariz. 
• Palisade Irrigation District, Colo. 
• Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District, Wash. 
• Solano Irrigation District, Calif. 
• Sutter Mutual Water Company, Calif. 
• Truckee-Carson Irrigation District, Nev. 

The preliminary selected districts may receive up to $15 million each in the awards 
and will enter into sub-agreements with the producers participating within the 
district. Depending on available funding, awards to additional districts may be 
possible. 

Producers who participate will receive payments for voluntarily reducing water 
consumption while maintaining commodity production. The needs of producers will 
determine the specific strategies for water conservation, including irrigation 
improvements, shifts in management practices, shifts in cropping systems, and 
other innovative strategies. USDA will learn from the diversity of strategies used 
and identify additional opportunities to maintain and expand water-saving 
commodity production in the future. 

Participating producers and irrigation districts will commit to ensuring continued 
commodity production in the areas where water consumption is reduced. USDA is 
working to finalize agreements with the preliminarily selected districts, which will 
include the details of each individual district’s water-saving strategies, commodities 
to be produced, and specific budgets. Following the finalization of those awards, 
producers within the participating districts will work directly through their irrigation 
districts to participate. USDA and the preliminarily selected districts will provide 
more details on the agreements and opportunities for producers to directly enroll. 

Investing in Water Conservation in Tribal Communities and Acequias 

In addition to the preliminarily selected districts announced today, USDA is also 
announcing a Tribal set-aside within the program, targeting up to $40 million in 
funding for additional awards within Indian Country. USDA will work with the 



Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Tribes, and Tribal 
producers to reduce water consumption and maintain land in agricultural production 
– supporting the production of water-saving commodities. USDA is partnering with 
BIA to use available data and ensure meaningful engagement with Tribes to 
establish selection criteria that reflect the specific needs and water management 
systems within Indian Country. Additional information for further engagement and 
selections will be provided in the weeks ahead. 

USDA will also include targeted assistance to support water-saving commodity 
production for acequias, recognizing that many irrigators in the Southwest are 
formed under the community-based acequia model instead of the irrigation district 
model. Additional information regarding targeted assistance to acequias that 
reflects the historical nature of their water distribution structure will follow. 

Additional information for further engagement with Tribes and acequias will be 
provided in the weeks ahead. 

Historic Investments in Western Water Complement Water-Saving 
Commodities Program 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is working to help 
producers and communities conserve water, manage and prepare for the effects of 
climate change and build drought resilience in the West through its Western Water 
and Working Lands Framework for Conservation Action (Western Water 
Framework), which was launched in 2023. The Western Water Framework 
describes how NRCS assistance is used to address water resource related issues 
in 17 states in the West. In fiscal year 2023, NRCS provided $2.3 billion in 
conservation investments that help producers and communities in Western states 
better steward water resources, including investments that also support climate 
change mitigation. This total includes a boost of 9.7 percent or $213.3 million from 
the Inflation Reduction Act. 

The Western Water Framework includes key NRCS conservation programs, 
including the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
(ACEP). Within EQIP NRCS has created a WaterSMART Initiative (WSI), to 
coordinate investments with the Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterSMART 
investments in priority areas. 

For Fiscal Year 2024, NRCS selected 9 new priority areas and is continuing to offer 
funding in 36 prior approved areas, making $29.7 million in EQIP funding available 
through the WSI across 16 states. 

EQIP and CSP provide conservation planning and funding to help with 
implementation of conservation practices. Practices like irrigation water 
management improve irrigation efficiency and mitigate climate change. Meanwhile, 
practices like conservation crop rotation, cover crop, residue and tillage 
management, no-till, and nutrient management help producers build resilience to 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fconservation-basics%2Fnatural-resource-concerns%2Fwater%2Fwestern-water-and-working-lands-framework-for%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/hbk0y5_LZ3A0r-IBnUWXap9uOUFM9euzbIYeZotSnAc=367
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fconservation-basics%2Fnatural-resource-concerns%2Fwater%2Fwestern-water-and-working-lands-framework-for%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001918f2dc5d2-6798458c-9947-4bda-a1dd-43a57c2c8b35-000000/hbk0y5_LZ3A0r-IBnUWXap9uOUFM9euzbIYeZotSnAc=367


future drought. ACEP gives producers and landowners tools to protect wetlands, 
grasslands and agricultural lands which can be used to conserve water. 

Together, these efforts by FSA and NRCS advance USDA’s efforts to create more, 
new, and better market opportunities, sustainably grow agricultural productivity to 
feed a growing population, and help farmers and natural resource managers 
manage and prepare for the effects of climate change. 

Learn more about the Western Water Framework. 

 

USDA Now Accepting Applications for 
Available Funds to Help Cover Organic 
Certification Costs 
Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a 
maximum of $750 per certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and 
organic producers and handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, 
deadline for eligible expenses incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA 
will issue payments as applications are received and approved. 

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market 
Development Grant program and Organic Transition Initiative. 

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic 
agricultural commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic 
certification under USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants 
include any certified organic producers or handlers who have paid organic 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. 

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, 
fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector 
travel expenses, user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a 
maximum of $750 per certification category for crops, wild crops, livestock, 
processing/handling, and state organic program fees (California only). 

How to Apply 

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service 
Center and be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and 
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eligible expenses. OCCSP applications can also be submitted through participating 
state departments of agriculture.  For more information, visit the OCCSP webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture   

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to 
administer OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and 
will electronically mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state 
departments of agriculture. Applications are due July 12, 2024. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state 
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP 
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or 
handlers can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state 
department of agriculture but not both. 

More Information 

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic 
Transition Initiative (OTI), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic 
production and processing and conservation. For more information on organic 
agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA 
Service Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as 
manage farm loans and view other farm records data and customer information by 
logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today. 

 

Ask The Expert: A Q&A with Dr. Julie 
Gauthier about Avian Influenza, Dairy Cows, 
and the Importance of Testing  
The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has confirmed the 
detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, subtype H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 
states. To protect our livestock industry from the threat posed by H5N1, USDA is 
taking a number of actions with our federal partners—one of them being a 
significant update to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and 
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP).      

Those of you who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to H5N1 can now apply 
for financial assistance through ELAP. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process; this expansion assists with 
financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cows are removed 
from commercial milking in dairy herds with a confirmed positive H5N1 test. Positive 
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tests must be confirmed through APHIS’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories 
(NVSL).  

So, in this Ask the Expert, Dr. Julie Gauthier – Executive Director of Veterinary 
Services’ Field Operations and Policy Liaison for the dairy cattle HPAI response, 
answers questions about H5N1 in the United States, its current effects in our dairy 
industry, and the process and importance of testing your cows to help protect them, 
your operation, and the dairy industry as a whole. Read full interview here.    

 

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New 
Crop Year   
FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed 
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) 
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the 
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation 
applicable to the program applicant.  

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment 
eligibility and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation 
occurs that may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed 
by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment 
eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits 
requested.   

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and 
related forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. 
Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the 
farming operation that may affect the previous determination of record by filing a 
new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.                             

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a 
change of:  

• Shares of a contract, which may reflect:   

• A land lease from cash rent to share rent  
• A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant 

rule  
• A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement  

• The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of 
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor  

• The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's 
share  
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• The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal 
labor, and/or active personal management  

• Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming 
interests of a spouse or minor child  

• Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for 
participation in an annual USDA program.  For multi-year conservation 
contracts and NRCS easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to 
approval of the contract or easement and is applicable for the duration of the 
contract period.   

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines 
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being 
requested.  

 

USDA Expands Funding Opportunities for 
Specialty Crop Growers to Help Offset On-
Farm Food Safety Expenses for 2024 and 
2025     
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is expanding the Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program to now include medium-sized 
businesses in addition to small businesses. Eligible specialty crop growers can 
apply for assistance for expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety 
certification. The program has also been expanded to include assistance for 2024 
and 2025 expenses. Producers can apply for assistance on their calendar year 
2024 expenses beginning July 1, 2024, through Jan. 31, 2025. For program year 
2025, the application period will be Jan. 1, 2025, through Jan. 31, 2026.  

Program Details   

FSCSC assists specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety. FSCSC 
covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing 
its certification, as well as a portion of related expenses.   

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of 
a small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to 
certification.   

• A small business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops 
sold by the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program 
year of no more than $500,000.  
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• A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty 
crops the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding the program 
year of at least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.   

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:   

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.   
• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.   
• Food safety certification.   
• Certification upload fees.   
• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.   
• Training. 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details 
about payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety.   

Applying for Assistance   

Interested applicants have until Jan. 31, 2025, to apply for assistance for 2024 
eligible expenses. FSA will issue payments as applications are processed and 
approved. For program year 2025, the application period will be January 1, 2025, 
through January 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for 
program year 2025 following application approval, with the remaining amount to be 
paid after the application deadline. If calculated payments exceed the amount of 
available funding, payments will be prorated.  

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and 
2025 application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data 
Worksheet and SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if 
not already on file with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA 
Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. 
Alternatively, producers with an eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC 
online. Producers interested in creating an eAuthentication account should visit 
farmers.gov/sign-in.  

Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a FSA 
employee ready to assist. Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program 
details, eligibility information and forms needed to apply.  

More Information   

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA 
Service Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as 
manage farm loans and view other farm records data and customer information by 
logging into their farmers.gov account. Producers without an account can sign up 
today.   
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Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed 
Borrowers with Real Estate Security 
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining 
loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the 
guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These 
transactions include, but are not limited to: 

• Leases of any kind 
• Easements of any kind 
• Subordinations 
• Partial releases 
• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, 
and other security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could 
jeopardize your current and future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan 
staff or guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more 
information on borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass. 
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