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USDA Opens Application Period for Composting 
and Food Waste Reduction Cooperative 
Agreements  
USDA is accepting applications for Composting and Food 
Waste Reduction (CFWR) pilot projects for fiscal year 2024. 
The cooperative agreements, using remaining funds from 
the American Rescue Plan Act, are jointly administered by 
USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production and the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA). Selected projects will develop and test 
strategies for planning and implementing municipal compost 
plans and food waste reduction plans and are part of 
USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture. <link to 
news release>  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29udGVudC5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVVNEQUZBUk1FUlMvYnVsbGV0aW5zLzNhMjRjYjYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNjEyLjk2MTcxMDYxIn0.zReEth5yghaAJNSEFrnrJia2pXidQNUiCb8vgAo2_bw/s/1120350452/br/244078104324-l


USDA Reminds Utah Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 

Agricultural producers in Utah should make an appointment with their 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to complete crop acreage reports 
before the applicable deadline after planting is complete. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch, its 
intended use and location. Filing an accurate and timely acreage report 
for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented 
planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Utah: 

July 15, 2024         Alfalfa Seed, all other crops, Perennial Forage 
Nov. 15, 2024        Apiculture 
Dec. 15, 2024        Fall-Seeded Small Grains 
Jan. 15, 2025        Apples, Cherries, Peaches 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a 
list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:  

• Crop and crop type or variety 
• Intended crop use 
• Number of crop acres 
• Map with approximate crop boundaries 
• Planting date(s) 
• Planting pattern, when applicable 
• Producer shares 
• Irrigation practice(s) 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable 
• Other required information 

 Acreage Reporting Details  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or crop harvesting begins.  

Prevented Planted Acreage  

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant but were unable to 
because of a natural disaster, including drought. Prevented planted acreage must be 
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reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final 
planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA).   

FSA recently updated policy that applies to prevented planted acreage due to drought. To 
certify prevented planted acreage due to drought, all of the following must apply:   

• The area that is prevented from being planted has insufficient soil moisture for 
seed germination on the final planting date for non-irrigated acreag 

• Prolonged precipitation deficiencies that meet the D3 or D4 drought intensity level 
as determined by the U.S. Drought Monitor.  

• Verifiable information must be collected from sources whose business or purpose 
is recording weather conditions as determined by FSA.  

Continuous Certification Option for Perennial Forage  

Agricultural producers with perennial forage crops have the option to report their acreage 
once, without having to report that acreage in subsequent years, as long as there are no 
applicable changes on the farm. Interested producers can select the continuous 
certification option after FSA certifies their acreage report. Examples of perennial forage 
include mixed forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia (prostrata), lespedeza, 
perennial peanuts and perennial grass varieties.   

Once the continuous certification option is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward 
annually with no additional action required by the producer in subsequent years unless the 
acreage report changes.    

Farmers.gov Portal  

Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land units through the 
farmers.gov customer portal. The portal allows producers to export field boundaries as 
shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries 
within farm records mapping.  Producers can view, print and label their maps for acreage 
reporting purposes. Level 2 eAuthentication or login.gov access that is linked to a USDA 
Business Partner customer record is required to use the portal.   

Producers can visit farmers.gov/account to learn more about creating an account. 
Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via an 
FSA-211 Power of Attorney form, Business Partner Signature Authority or as a member of 
a business can now access information for the business in the farmers.gov portal.   

More Information  

For questions, producers should call their FSA county office. To find their FSA county 
office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.   
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Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated 
with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient 
income to repay the loan and provide the youth with 
practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 

outlined above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 

guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center  or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Wildfire Recovery Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster 
assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you in 
your recovery efforts following wildfires or other qualifying 
natural disasters. 

Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops when 
low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters 
including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing). 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and 
nursery tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural 
disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water 
shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations 
located in a county under a primary or contiguous Presidential or Secretarial 
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disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers recover from 
production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for 
farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; 
includes fence loss. 

For more information on these programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available 
Funds to Help Cover Organic Certification Costs 
Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per 
certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and 
handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses 
incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are 
received and approved. 

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant 
program and Organic Transition Initiative. 

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural 
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under 
USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified 
organic producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-
accredited certifying agent. 

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel 
expenses, user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 
per certification category for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state 
organic program fees (California only). 

How to Apply 

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center 
and be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses. 
OCCSP applications can also be submitted through participating state departments of 
agriculture.  For more information, visit the OCCSP webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture   

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer 
OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically 
mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture. 
Applications are due July 12, 2024. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state 
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP 
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers 
can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state department of 
agriculture but not both. 
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More Information 

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition 
Initiative (OTI), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and 
processing and conservation. For more information on organic agriculture, visit 
farmers.gov/organic. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service 
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm 
loans and view other farm records data and customer information by logging into their 
farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today. 

 

USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments Online 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced today that most farm loan 
borrowers will soon be able to make payments to their direct loans online through the Pay 
My Loan feature on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My Loan is part of a broader effort 
by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, especially for 
producers who may have limited time during the planting or harvest seasons to visit a 
local FSA office; modernize and improve customer service; provide additional customer 
self-service tools; and expand credit access to assist more producers.  

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan payments 
each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves 
them from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their loan installment. 
Farm loan payments can now be made at the borrower’s convenience, on their schedule 
and outside of FSA office hours.  

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by minimizing 
manual payment processing activities. This new service for producers means that farm 
loan employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new loans or 
servicing requests. 

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment 
feature, producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 
eAuthentication (“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only allows 
individuals with loans to make online payments. For now, borrowers with jointly payable 
checks will need to continue to make loan payments through their local office. 

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan 
Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a 
direct loan application annually, FSA has made various improvements including:  

• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless 
and provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability to 
attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and 
build a farm operating plan. 

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-
by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their 
business needs and to understanding the application process.  

• A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by more 
than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.  
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USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online 
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock, 
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, today launched a 
new, online Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) tool is designed 
to assist agricultural producers who have been impacted by natural disasters access 
available program support. This ELAP Decision Tool, a component of a broader disaster 
assistance program educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster 
and farm loan program reference resources and decision aids currently available to 
agricultural producers on the FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a 
resource only and is not an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.   

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance 
programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, 
honey bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition, including drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP 
covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling 
livestock to grazing acres due to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain 
mortality losses, due to an eligible condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-
raised fish as well as honey bee hive losses.   

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources   

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub – the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub – comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources 
that enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major 
FSA programs.     

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by 
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program 
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss 
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program 
benefits. The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the 
ELAP application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to 
complete and submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, 
applicants may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program 
requirements.    

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee, 
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to 
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of 
loss, identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information, 
producers are guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation 
—   documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through 
the ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can 
provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their 
local FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.   

Additional FarmRaise Resources    

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also 
available through the  FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who 
suffered losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as 
cooperators who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available 
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federal disaster assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on 
what is needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of 
time needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver 
much-needed assistance faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for 
benefits or a determination of eligibility.    

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | 
FSA Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos 
designed to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide 
them through the application process.    

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA 
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.     

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers 
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland 
for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint 
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. 
FSA lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State 
program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, 
with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is 
$600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be 
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general 
eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the 
business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to 
the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their 
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center  or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

  

 

Utah Farm Service Agency 
125 South State Street 

Room 3202 
Salt Lake City, UT 84138 

Phone: 801-524-4530 
Fax: 844-715-5091 
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State Executive Director  

Mark Gibbons 
mark.gibbons@usda.gov 

Utah FSA State Committee 

Lance Munns, Chairman 
Merlin Esplin 
Alisa Meyer 

Farm Loan Chief  

Korry Soper 
korry.soper@usda.gov 

Farm Program Specialist 

Cary Son 
cary.son@usda.gov 

Farm Program Specialist 

Heidi Brooks 
heidi.brooks@usda.gov 

  

  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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