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USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced ’ ; =
today that most farm loan borrowers will soon be able to N
make payments to their direct loans online through the Pay

My Loan feature on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My ,54’, -
Loan is part of a broader effort by USDA’s Farm Service : =
Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, especially for
producers who may have limited time during the planting or
harvest seasons to visit a local FSA office; modernize and
improve customer service; provide additional customer self-
service tools; and expand credit access to assist more
producers.

| —
On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan payments
each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves
them from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their loan installment.
Farm loan payments can now be made at the borrower’s convenience, on their schedule
and outside of FSA office hours.

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by minimizing

manual payment processing activities. This new service for producers means that farm
loan employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new loans or
servicing requests.
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The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment
feature, producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2
eAuthentication (“*eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only allows
individuals with loans to make online payments. For now, borrowers with jointly payable
checks will need to continue to make loan payments through their local office.

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan
Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a
direct loan application annually, FSA has made various improvements including:

e The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless
and provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability to
attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and
build a farm operating plan.

e The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-
by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their
business needs and to understanding the application process.

e A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by more
than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.

USDA Partners with FarmRaise to Offer Educational
Tools and Resources to Promote Financial Access
and Equity for Agricultural Producers

"E35 7' The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today unveiled a

= % new, online Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision
Tool and farm loan resources available to agricultural
producers and cooperators who help producers access
USDA disaster assistance, farm loans and other federal

; « farm programs. The new LIP tool and the farm loan

informational video resources were developed in partnership with FarmRaise and USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA). These tools are now available at www.farmraise.com/usda-
fsa.

Current FarmRaise Tools and Resources

FarmRaise, Inc. has created an online, educational hub -- called Farm Service Agency
101 — comprised of videos, and resources that enable cooperators and the agricultural
producers they serve to learn about and access major FSA programs.

The newly launched LIP Decision Tool assists livestock producers who suffered losses
from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators who
are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster
assistance programs. The optional decision tool gives producers guidance on what is
needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time
needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-
needed assistance faster. Using this tool, however, is not an application for benefits or a
determination of eligibility.

Through use of the LIP tool, livestock producers can provide supporting documentation,
inventory numbers, and loss numbers to FSA county offices. Doing so, in advance of the
initial county office visit, will help FSA staff serve customers more effectively and
efficiently. Producers will also need to complete an application for LIP assistance and,
upon request, may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation.
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LIP offers payments to livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by qualifying adverse weather events. LIP also covers losses due to
eligible diseases and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law. This includes attacks by wolves and predatory
birds.

In addition to the new LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise educational hub offers several,
easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed to introduce producers to
FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide them through the application process.

More FSA program resources and tools will soon be added to the FarmRaise educational
hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the FarmRaise
educational hub often to access all available resources.

About the Partnership

USDA cooperators are organizations on the frontlines of access and often are the first
point of contact connecting farmers to USDA programs. The partnership between
FarmRaise, Inc. and FSA, through a cooperative agreement, aims to improve producer
participation and customer experience in USDA programs through education and technical
assistance to young, beginning, and small-scale to mid-sized producers, producers with
disabilities, and veterans.

By developing a digital educational hub that delivers free, user-friendly, producer and
cooperator-tested resources USDA and FarmRaise, Inc. will help FSA expedite program
delivery to agricultural producers. The hub offers how-to videos and visual aids that
educate producers about FSA programs and prepares them for submitting applications for
program participation.

More Information

For more information about FSA farm and farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov or
contact your local USDA Service Center - farmers.gov/service-center-locator. To learn
more about

Applylng for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility
Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to help
you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage
and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice,
soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas
and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold
storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and
poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay
barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The
loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and
mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets,
non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.
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For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

h The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm
Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand
current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and
————_| . .

assist with land tenure to save farmland for future

generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital.
FSA lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State
program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds,
with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is
$600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general
eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the
business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to
the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Reminds Producers of Climate-Smart
Opportunities Using Farm Loan Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural
producers that Farm Loan Programs can be used to support a variety of climate-smart
agriculture practices, which build on many practices that farmers and ranchers already
use, like cover cropping, nutrient management and conservation tillage.

Climate-smart agricultural practices generate significant environmental benefits by
capturing and sequestering carbon, improving water management, restoring soil health
and more. Farm loan funding complements other tools to help producers adopt climate-
smart practices, such as FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program, crop insurance options
that support conservation, and conservation programs offered by USDA'’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

FSA offers multiple types of loans to help farmers and ranchers start, expand or maintain
a family agricultural operation. These loans can provide the capital needed to invest in
climate-smart practices and equipment including the establishment of rotational grazing
systems, precision agriculture equipment or machinery for conversion to no-till residue
management. Additionally, for programs like Conservation Reserve Program and NRCS
conservation programs where USDA and the producer share the implementation cost, a
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farm loan could be used for the producer’s share, if consistent with the authorized loan
purpose.

Some additional ways farm loans can be leveraged to invest in climate-smart agriculture
practices or equipment include:

e Precision Agriculture Equipment - Eligible producers could use a Term
Operating Loan to purchase equipment like GPS globes, monitors, or strip till
fertilizer equipment.

e Cover Crops - Eligible producers could use an Annual Operating Loan for seed
costs.

¢ No/Reduced Till - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating Loan to
purchase equipment.

o Livestock Facility Air Scrubber or Waste Treatment - Eligible producers could
use a Farm Ownership Loan for capital improvements to livestock facilities.

e Cross Fencing - Eligible producers could use an Annual or Term Operating Loan
to purchase fencing and installation equipment.

Visit the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov to learn more
and see detailed examples of how an FSA farm loan can support climate-smart agriculture
practices.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop
Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed CCC-
902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the applicant’s payment
eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation applicable to the program
applicant.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and
payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may
affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is
considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment eligibility and payment
limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related
forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. Participants are
required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the farming operation that may
affect the previous determination of record by filing a new or updated CCC-902 as
applicable.

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change
of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:

e Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
e Aland lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule
¢ A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement
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e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor,
and/or active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for participation in
an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation contracts and NRCS
easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to approval of the contract or
easement and is applicable for the duration of the contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established
for each applicable program for which program benefits are being requested.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured

Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance
USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock,

fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases.
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For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses by the application deadline for each program. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records

e Production records

e Vaccination records

e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from
natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help
you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center. Al_LUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is
to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.
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The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA
staff will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and
graduate to commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their
farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary
to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Soybean Request for Referendum to Begin May
2024

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will conduct the Soybean Request for
Referendum May 6 through May 31, 2024, in county Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.

The Soybean Promotion, Research and Consumer Information Act requires USDA to
conduct a Request for Referendum every five years to determine if producers want to vote
on continuation of the Soybean Checkoff Program. The last Request for Referendum was
conducted in 2019.

Individual producers and other producer entities may request a referendum at the county
FSA office where their administrative farm records are maintained. Producers who do not
participate in FSA programs may request a referendum through the county FSA office
where they own or rent land.

To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide documentation that they
produced soybeans and paid an assessment(s) on their soybeans during the period of
January 1, 2022, through December 31, 2023. Producers may obtain Form LP-51-1,
Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request for Referendum, by postal mail, fax or
in person from their FSA county office. The form will be available on the United Soybean
Board page of the AMS website, from May 6, 2024, to May 31, 2024.

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate
county FSA office by fax or in person no later than close of business May 31, 2024. Mailed
forms must be postmarked by midnight May 31, 2024, and received in the county FSA
office by close of business, June 7, 2024.

USDA will conduct a referendum if a least 10 percent of the nation’s 413,358 soybean
producers support a referendum. Not more than one-fifth of the producers who support
having a referendum can be from any one state.

Notice of the opportunity to request a referendum was published in the Federal Register
Feb. 2, 2024.

The soybean checkoff program is administered by a 77-member producer board and is
designed to expand uses of soybeans and soybean products in domestic and foreign
markets. The national program is financed by a mandatory assessment of one-half of 1
percent of the net market price of soybeans.

More information about the board is available on the United Soybean Board page and on
the board’s website, unitedsoybean.org. You may also contact Agricultural Marketing
Specialist Jason Julian at (202) 731-2149 or Jason.Julian@usda.gov; or Jeana Harbison
at (202) 527-3398 or Jeana.M.Harbison@usda.gov.
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Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income
Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941,
Adjusted Gross Income Cettification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive
payments. All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have
pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA
office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have
filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you
must have the CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be
issued.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is
approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance.
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies,
it's important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed
timely.

Utah Farm Service Agency

25 South State Street
Room 3202
Salt Lake City, UT 84138

Phone: 801-524-4530
Fax: 844-715-5091

State Executive Director Utah FSA State Committee
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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