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A Message From John Roberts, Vermont SED

Fall has just begun, and corn chopping is well under way.
When | commute to the State Office, | now see the first
sprouts of cover crops on fields where corn chopping has
been completed and farmers are applying manure. In many
parts of the state, corn chopping started earlier than usual
due to the effects of drought; corn was drying faster than it
was maturing. In the last ten days we have had more rain,
and in some parts of the state quite a bit more—I heard over
8 inches in Starksboro! It may improve the grazing yields for
some of those farms where livestock are grazed but is unlikely to significantly increase
yields for stored forage, hay, or silage. No doubt we will see what impact this may have on
FSA’s programs for low feed production like ERP.

| have attended a number of outreach events and I'm particularly interested in making
connections with our younger, beginning and diverse social and ethnic background
farmers. | am struck by how often | come across farmers who do not know who FSA is
and what we do, so I'm working to find them and let them know about our opportunities.

e There are several programs that we are awaiting more details on, ERP Phase ||
being one of them. The Inflation Reduction Act has put a new focus on ensuring
the assistance we deliver goes to those who need it most, and this law allows
USDA to help farmers struggling to pay farm loans and whose operations are at
risk. USDA recognizes the Department has not done enough historically to ensure


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/32d51c9

all customers have equal access to the programs and services that can help keep
farmers farming. Secretary Vilsack and Deputy Secretary Dr. Jewel Bronaugh are
fighting to change that history by ensuring that the Department is adjusting its farm
loan systems, processes, and policies.

We are awaiting details as to how this will be administered and its scope.

Staffing continues to be a challenge. It seems that almost as soon as we feel we are
making progress to a full complement of personnel that the slope of the playing field
changes. We know we have significant challenges based on many factors. Despite that,
we are diligently filling vacancies as they occur, and we’ve made some great hires
recently.

| have been “on the job” for seven months now and am feeling a little less frantic about all
| don’t know about FSA’s processes and twists. | am very grateful that we have the staff
we do, those directly helping our farmers in the County offices and those in the State
Office supporting them.

Vermont Farm Service Agency is Hiring

The Franklin/Grand Isle, Rutland/Bennington and
Windsor/Orange County Farm Service Agency (FSA) are
accepting applications to fill separate Program Technician
positions.

All candidates must be U.S. Citizens, high school graduates
or the equivalent. The individual selected will be responsible
for carrying out general office activities, and technical functions pertaining to FSA
administered programs. Applicants should possess excellent human relations skills as well
as strong clerical and computer skills. A general knowledge of agricultural practices would
also be beneficial. The selected applicant must undergo a background investigation. To
view the full vacancy announcements and apply, please use the following links to
USAJOBS:

Windsor/Orange County Program Technician https://www.usajobs.gov/job/665973800

Rutland/Bennington County Program Technician https://www.usajobs.gov/job/679302900

Franklin/Grand Isle County Program Technician https://www.usajobs.gov/job/679302900

USDA to Mail Additional Pre-Filled Applications
to Producers Impacted by 2020, 2021 Disasters

s The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today
announced another installment (phase) in assistance to
commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by
natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021. More than 18,000
producers will soon receive new or updated pre-filled
disaster applications to offset eligible crop losses.
Approximately $6.4 billion has already been distributed to
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165,000 producers through USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Emergency Relief
Program (ERP).

FSA began mailing pre-filled applications in late August to producers who have potentially
eligible losses and:

e Received crop insurance indemnities for qualifying 2020 and 2021 disaster events
after May 2, 2022.

¢ Received crop insurance indemnities associated with Nursery, Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO) and Margin Protection (MP) policies.

e New primary policyholders not included in the initial insured producer Phase 1
mailing from May 25, 2022, because their claim records had not been filled.

e Certain 2020 prevent plant losses related to qualifying 2020 disaster events that
had only been recorded in crop insurance records as related to 2019 adverse
weather events and, as such, were not previously provided in applications sent
earlier this year.

¢ New Substantial Beneficial Interest (SBI) records, including SBls where tax
identification numbers were corrected.

Producers are expected to receive assistance direct deposited into their bank account
within three business days after they sign and return the pre-filled application to the FSA
county office and the county office enters the application into the system.

Before applying any program payment factors or eligibility criteria, it is estimated that this
next installment (phase) may generate about $756 million in assistance.

Emergency Relief Payments to Date

This emergency relief under ERP complements ERP assistance recently provided to more
than 165,000 producers who had received crop insurance indemnities and Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) payments for qualifying losses. USDA has
processed more than 255,000 applications for ERP, and to date, has made approximately
$6.4 billion in payments to commodity and specialty crop producers to help offset eligible
losses from qualifying 2020 and 2021 natural disasters. Also, earlier this year, staff
processed more than 100,000 payments through the Emergency Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) and paid eligible producers more than $601.3 million for 2021 grazing losses
within days of the program announcement.

Phase Two

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and provide
assistance to producers who did not participate in or receive payments through the
existing risk management programs that are being leveraged for phase one
implementation. USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program details
are made available.

More Information

In addition, on Aug. 18, 2022, USDA published a technical correction to the Notice of
Funds Availability for ERP and ELRP to clarify how income from the sale of farm
equipment and the provision of production inputs and services to farmers, ranchers,
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foresters, and farm operations are to be considered in the calculation of average adjusted
gross farm income. Producers whose average adjusted gross farm income is at least
75% of the producer’s the average Adjusted Gross Income can gain access to a higher
payment limitation.

ERP and the previously announced ELRP are authorized by the Extending Government
Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed into law
in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during
calendar years 2020 and 2021.

For more information on ERP and ELRP eligibility, program provisions for historically
underserved producers as well as Frequently Asked Questions, producers can visit
FSA’s Emergency Relief webpage. A new public-facing dashboard on the ERP webpage
has information on ERP payments that can be sorted by crop type — specialty or non-
specialty— specific commodities and state. FSA will update the dashboard every Monday.

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs,
producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop
insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.

New Guide Available for Underserved Farmers,
Ranchers

A new multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for
underserved farmers and ranchers is now available. If you
are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran,
beginning, or limited resource producer, you can use this
booklet to learn about assistance and targeted opportunities
available to you. This includes programs offered through the
Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and Risk Management Agency. The guide is also
available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, Viethamese, Thai and Chinese on
farmers.gov/translations.

USDA to Invest up to $300 million in New
Organic Transition Initiative

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced details of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) $300 million .
investment, including with American Rescue Plan funds, in a ¥4
new Organic Transition Initiative that will help build new and
better markets and streams of income for farmers and
producers. Organic production allows producers to hold a
unique position in the marketplace and thus take home a
greater share of the food dollar.
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According to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, the number of non-certified
organic farms actively transitioning to organic production dropped by nearly 71 percent
since 2008. Through the comprehensive support provided by this initiative USDA hopes to
reverse this trend, opening opportunities for new and beginning farmers and expanding
direct consumer access to organic foods through increased production.

The initiative will deliver wrap-around technical assistance, including farmer-to-farmer
mentoring; provide direct support through conservation financial assistance and additional
crop insurance assistance, and support market development projects in targeted markets.

USDA'’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), Risk Management Agency (RMA) and
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) are the primary agencies supporting the
Initiative, which will focus on three areas.

Transition to Organic Partnership Program

Through this initiative, USDA aims to ensure that farmers transitioning to organic have the
support they need to navigate that transition, including a full supply chain to American
consumers who demand organic choices in their supermarkets daily. AMS will build
partnership networks in six regions across the United States with trusted local
organizations serving direct farmer training, education, and outreach activities. The
organizations will connect transitioning farmers with mentors, building paid mentoring
networks to share practical insights and advice. Each regional team will also provide
community building, including train-the-mentor support; as well as technical assistance,
workshops, and field days covering topics including organic production practices,
certification, conservation planning, business development (including navigating the
supply chain), regulations, and marketing to help transitioning and recently transitioned
producers overcome technical, cultural, and financial shifts during and immediately
following certification. USDA will provide up to $100 million for this program.

Direct Farmer Assistance

NRCS will develop a new Organic Management conservation practice standard and offer
financial and technical assistance to producers who implement the practice. Payments will
be modeled on those already available to producers meeting the existing nutrient and pest
management conservation practice standards. USDA will provide $75 million for this effort.
This will include an increase in organic expertise throughout its regions, creating organic
experts at each of its regional technology support centers. These experts will train staff
who provide direct services to USDA customers. These services include hosting hands-on
organic training for state and field NRCS staff and fielding organic-related staff questions.

USDA will provide $25 million to RMA for the new Transitional and Organic Grower
Assistance Program (TOGA) which will support transitioning and certain certified organic
producers’ participation in crop insurance, including coverage of a portion of their
insurance premium.

Organic Pinpointed Market Development Support

Stakeholders have shared that specific organic markets have market development risks
due to inadequate organic processing capacity and infrastructure, a lack of certainty about
market access, and insufficient supply of certain organic ingredients. This AMS initiative
will focus on key organic markets where the need for domestic supply is high, or where
additional processing and distribution capacity is needed for more robust organic supply



chains. Examples of markets seeking support include organic grain and feed; legumes
and other edible rotational crops; and livestock and dairy. USDA will invest up to $100
million to help improve organic supply chains in pinpointed markets. The Department will
seek stakeholder input on these pinpointed initiatives beginning in September, resulting in
an announcement of specific policy initiatives later this year.

Other USDA Organic Assistance

This USDA initiative complements existing assistance for organic producers, including
FSA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) and Organic and Transitional
Education and Certification Program (OTECP). OCCSP helps producers obtain or renew
their organic certification, and OTECP provides additional funding to certified and
transitioning producers during the pandemic.

NRCS offers conservation programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), which can provide
assistance to help with managing weeds and pests, and establishing high tunnels,
improving soil health, and implementing other practices key to organic operations. RMA
also administers federal crop insurance options available to organic producers,
including Whole Farm Revenue Protection and Micro Farm.

Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records
Mapping Q&A with Gwen Uecker

In this Ask the Expert, Gwen Uecker answers a few ,
questions about USDA'’s farmers.gov customer portal. Gwen [
serves as the Team Lead for the Program Delivery Division
(PDD), Common Processes Branch for the Deputy

Administrator of Farm Program within Farm Service Agency
(FSA). She helps lead PDD’s effort to provide personalized T
customer information via farmers.gov. -

A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to FSA and Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) customers via a secure authenticated access process.

What is the value of Customer Farm Records Mapping and why should producers
use farmers.gov?

Customer Farm Records Mapping (cFRM) provides you with self-help options and access
to FSA data from home 24/7. For example, you do not have to wait for FSA to mail out
maps for acreage reporting or make a special trip to the office to pick up your maps. You
can print farm tract maps directly from farmers.gov.

New features include the ability to import precision agriculture planting boundaries and
create labels containing crop information that can be printed on-farm tract maps. The
maps can then be provided to FSA at the local USDA Service Center for completing the
annual crop acreage report. You can use the draw tools to determine acres in a drawn
area. The drawn area can be printed on a map and provided to the Service Center, a third
party such as a chemical applicator, or exported as a feature file for use in other
geospatial applications.
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In addition, you can “Switch Profile” to view cFRM data for individuals or entities you are
authorized to act on behalf of. This means you can view and print maps for your entity’s
farms. Producers can also view and print farm records details, including base and yield
information (FSA-156EZ2).

The FSA Farm Records Mapping page is accessed by clicking the blue “View Farm
Records” button from the farmers.gov LAND tab.

To read the full blog visit Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A with
Gwen Uecker | Farmers.gov.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t
eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or
crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including
freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought
(includes native grass for grazing), among others.

L

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee.
Application closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an
acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an
interest during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops
could see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the
approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This
must be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when
losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice
of Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the
crop year for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal
information. Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop
was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
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vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,

honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit

fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Vermont Farm Service Agency

356 Mountain View Drive, Suite 104
Colchester, VT 05446

John Roberts, State Executive Director

Phone: 802-658-2803
Fax: 855-794-3676

Addison County Office
Tina Williams, Acting County Executive Dir.
802-771-3027

Rebecca Davis, Farm Loan Manager
603-223-6003

Caledonia/Essex County Office

Patricia Matte, County Executive Director
802-424-3146

Chittenden/Washington County Office

Lawrence Parker, County Executive Director

802-288-8155, ext. 102

Lamoille/Orleans County Offices

Heather Mateja, County Executive Director
Orleans: 802-334-6090, ext. 7016
Lamoille: 802-888-4935, ext. 3002 (Tues.)

Franklin/Grand Isle County Office
Laurie Locke, County Executive Director
802-528-4162

Ryan Howrigan, District Director
802-528-4160

Rutland/Bennington County Office

Tina Williams, County Executive Director
802-775-8034, ext. 111

Windsor/Orange County Offices

Christine Lary, County Executive Director
802-295-7942, ext. 3168

Windham County Office

Christine Lary, County Executive Director
802-254-9766, ext. 3032
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Angela Goodridge, Farm Loan Manager
802-334-6090, ext. 7003

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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