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FSA State Director Message

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an
agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided
priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group
without regard to his or her individual qualities.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Claura.craft%40usda.gov%7C0392ee4085234c06e8b008dc2f0b0c6b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638436972538918248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iQReD4vT8xhUBSjGGcMX8ZMPutnunD%2FafsDA4rxOWZE%3D&reserved=0

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

NRCS State Director Message

Have we met? If we haven't, it's not because | haven’t been out there looking for you.

Like many of our client producers, | keep an active late fall and winter schedule. Since Fiscal
Year 2024 began last October, I've been fortunate to have a role in three well-attended ag
conferences that gave me the opportunity to be face-to-face with many of NRCS’ clients and
conservation partners and to initiate and discuss critical collaboration efforts. These meetings
all drew between 200 and 560 attendees and represented excellent opportunities for outreach
and education.

I'd be remiss in not thanking officials of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts and the 2023 Virginia Farm to Table Conference for allowing me to
deliver the keynote speech at their December events. In January, | was invited to the Virginia
Association of Biological Farming’s Small Farm Outreach Program Summit in Roanoke, where
| was able to present our Civil Rights Action Committee’s 2023 Minority Farmer of the Year
award to Pedro Lopez Morel of Lawrenceville.

| enjoy these opportunities for a number of reasons. Whether the conference is large or small,
however, what | might enjoy the most are the personal contacts and connections that can
arise at a conference and then carry into the future. If our paths haven't yet crossed, | hope
they do soon.

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, NRCS Virginia State Conservationist

RD State Director Message

February may be the shortest month of the year, but the days are packed with a wide variety
of observances that evoke smiles and expand awareness of our rich cultural heritage.
Groundhog Day is definitely in the former category and reminds us of the importance of being
prepared.

While most farmers don’t put much stock in the weather predictions of Punxsutawney Phil,
they do consult trusted advisors to position them for success in their seasonal endeavors.
USDA Rural Development can be a part of that team as you seek to make your operation
more sustainable and profitable through these two programs: Rural Energy for America
Program (REAP) and Value-Added Producer Grants (VAPGS).

REAP can help you reduce operating costs by implementing renewable energy systems like
solar, wind, geothermal or biomass and energy efficient improvements like heating/cooling
systems, poultry house ventilation systems, high efficiency grain dryers, lighting and
insulation. Applications for the next round of funding should be submitted by March 31, 2024.
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VAPG funding can open doors to new and better markets by helping you transform an existing
commodity into an additional money-making venture. Electronic applications will be accepted
via grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on April 11, 2024. Paper submissions must be
postmarked and delivered by mail, email or in person to the state office by close of business
on April 16, 2024.

The leap year gives us all an extra day to plan for future success, so | encourage you to make
the most of the time to get your application(s) submitted before the deadlines provided above.
Contact State Energy Coordinator Tracey Krespach at (804) 287-1606 or
tracey.krespach@usda.gov with your REAP questions. Reach out to Casi McKinnon at 276-
228-3513, ext. 9380, or cassidy.mckinnon@usda.gov to learn more about VAPGs.

Perry Hickman, State Director

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the
wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.
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Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the
addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form
CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your County USDA Service Center.

Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility
Loans

In this Ask the Expert, Toni Williams answers questions about how Farm Storage
Facility Loans (FSFLs) provide low-interest financing to help producers build or
upgrade commodity storage facilities. Toni is the Agricultural Program Manager for
FSFLs at the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Toni has worked for FSA for more than 32 years and is responsible for providing national
policy and guidance for Farm Storage Facility Loans.

What are Farm Storage Facility Loans?

Farm Storage Facility Loans provide low-interest financing for eligible producers to build or
upgrade facilities to store commodities.

The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address an existing grain shortage.
Historically, FSFLs benefitted grain farmers, but a change in the 2008 Farm Bill extended the
program to fruit and vegetable producers for cold storage. An additional change extended the
program to washing and packing sheds, where fresh produce is washed, sorted, graded,
labeled, boxed up, and stored before it heads to market. Since May 2000, FSA has made
more than 40,000 loans for on-farm storage.

Eligible facility types include grain bins, hay barns, bulk tanks, and facilities for cold storage.
Drying and handling and storage equipment including storage and handling trucks are also
eligible. Eligible facilities and equipment may be new or used, permanently affixed or portable.

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-ga-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-
with-toni-williams.

Malted Grains and Maple Syrup Eligible for Farm
Storage Facility Loans
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Malted small grains and maple syrup are now eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)
through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

FSFLs provide low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to
purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, rice, rye and wheat. Maple sap is used to
produce maple syrup.

The low-interest funds can be used for:

o Dbottler or filling systems for maple syrup, excluding containers

e equipment to improve, maintain, or monitor the quality of stored FSFL commodities,
such as cleaners, moisture testers, heat detectors, along with a proposed storage
facility

e handling and drying equipment determined by the County Committee to be needed
and essential to the proper functioning of a storage system

o electrical equipment, such as pumps, lighting, motors, and wiring, integral to the
proper operation of the storage and handling equipment, excluding installing electric
service to the electrical meter.

FSFLs are not available for the actual processing of the small grain into the malted commodity
or maple sap into maple syrup. Additionally, purchased commaodities are not eligible for
FSFLs.

The following storage and handling equipment is ineligible for FSFLs:

e boiling equipment

o feed handling and processing equipment

e production and feed facilities

e structures of a temporary nature not having a useful life of the term of the loan
e maple sap tubing and pumping systems.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.
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USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023
Notice of Loss Requirements for Two Livestock
Disaster Assistance Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss requirements for
2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP)
and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort to streamline assistance to support
access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is waiving the requirement to submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-
determined number of days for 2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023
notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster
event or no later than the established annual program application for payment deadlines for
each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and
LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-
raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards,
disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation
of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain
mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and farm-raised fish as well as honeybee
hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster
assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP
to file a notice of loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became
apparent for livestock and farm-raised fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who
experience livestock deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions
including adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the
federal government or protected by federal law, including wolves and avian predators. LIP
also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced price because of an injury
from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to
file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under
this waiver, producers are still required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no
later than the annual program payment application date, which is 60 calendar days following
the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP payment application and notice of loss
deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were
previously disapproved for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to
determine if the waiver applies. To receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to
file an application for payment by the established program deadline for the 2023 program
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year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of loss or application for
payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are
required when filing notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

o Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have
died, supplemented, if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and
losses.

e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to
disposal.

e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

e Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural
Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible
loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible
adverse weather or loss condition.

e Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal.

e Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
o Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.

More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP
benefits for above normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting
livestock to other grazing acres during a qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible
livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster Assistance Program, and
increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 250
pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster
assistance programs on farmers.gov.

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and
Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and
recovery program or loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your
local USDA Service Center.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop
Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed CCC-902
(Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the applicant’s payment
eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation applicable to the program applicant.
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Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and
payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect
the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to
be a continuous certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation
determinations applicable for the program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on
file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. Participants are required to timely
notify the county office of any changes in the farming operation that may affect the previous
determination of record by filing a new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:
o Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
o Aland lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule
o A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland
that may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor,
and/or active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests
of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for participation in an
annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation contracts and NRCS easements,
a certification of AGI must be filed prior to approval of the contract or easement and is
applicable for the duration of the contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for
each applicable program for which program benefits are being requested.

FSA Is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife
habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted
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provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels
do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program Right for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops.
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as
aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office
to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact
your local FSA office to verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP
crops.

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic

Provisions, which describes NAP requirements for coverage. NAP participants must report
crop acreage shortly after planting and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records
when required by FSA.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers
elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal
entity.

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource,
Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic
NAP coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022. These producers will have
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all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium
reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced today that most farm loan borrowers
will soon be able to make payments to their direct loans online through the Pay My Loan
feature on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My Loan is part of a broader effort by USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, especially for producers who may
have limited time during the planting or harvest seasons to visit a local FSA office; modernize
and improve customer service; provide additional customer self-service tools; and expand
credit access to assist more producers.

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan payments
each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves them
from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their loan installment. Farm loan
payments can now be made at the borrower’s convenience, on their schedule and outside of
FSA office hours.

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by minimizing manual
payment processing activities. This new service for producers means that farm loan
employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new loans or servicing
requests.

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment feature,
producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 eAuthentication
(“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only allows individuals with loans
to make online payments. For now, borrowers with jointly payable checks will need to continue
to make loan payments through their local office.

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan Program
customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct loan
application annually, FSA has made various improvements including:

e The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless and
provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach
supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and build a farm
operating plan.

e The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-by-
step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their business
needs and to understanding the application process.

e A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by more
than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.
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Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for
Construction

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for
future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or improve farm dwellings,
service buildings or other facilities, and to make improvements essential to an operation.

Applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned development that
completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of sufficient funds to
pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In some instances,
applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract documents. The
applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures for
development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from
FSA funds.

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors
perform work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower. If applying for a
direct loan to finance a construction project, the applicant must obtain a surety bond that
guarantees both payment and performance in the amount of the construction contract from a
construction contractor.

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000. An authorized agency official
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of
the value of the work in place.

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency
official determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or
arranges to obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work
satisfactorily and that such work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or
work schedule.

In Virginia, the borrower method can only be used if the property is considered non-
homestead property under state laws.

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure
environmental compliance.

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your
County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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March 1 Set as Deadline for Applying to USDA’s
1890 Scholars Program

The USDA'’s 1890 National Scholars Program offers scholarship opportunities to U.S. citizens
who are currently seeking an agriculture-oriented undergraduate degree from one of the 19
historically Black colleges and universities founded by the Morill Land Grant Act of

1890. Applicants accepted into the 1890 program will be provided with full tuition and fees,
books, room and board and paid summer internships with USDA agencies that could
eventually lead to full-time employment.

This year’s application cutoff date is March 1. Applications can be filed by first- and second-
year college students and by high school seniors who have applied to or been accepted by
one of the 19 land grant colleges.

The list of participating colleges includes Virginia State University. Other 1890 colleges

are: Alabama A&M, Alcorn State (Mississippi), Arkansas-Pine Bluff, Central State (Ohio),
Delaware State, Florida A&M, Fort Valley State (Georgia), Kentucky State, Langston
University (Oklahoma), Lincoln University (Missouri), Maryland-Eastern Shore, North Carolina
A&T, Prairie View A&M (Texas), South Carolina State, Southern University (Louisiana),
Tennessee State, Tuskegee University (Alabama) and West Virginia State.

College applicants should have a cumulative grade-point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0
scale and be engaged in studying food, agriculture, natural resource sciences or other related
disciplines. High school seniors should also be carrying a 3.0 GPA and have achieved a
minimum score of 21 on the ACT Composite test or a 1080 total on the combined math and
verbal sections of the SAT exam. All applicants should be able to cite instances when they
demonstrated both leadership and a commitment to community service.

The application form and updates on the program are available at
https://www.usda.gov/partnerships/1890NationalScholars.

The USDA contact for additional information is Herbert Brown, who can be phoned at 202-
740-1494 or e-mailed at herbert.brown@usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for February

90-Day Treasury Bill 5.5%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 5.125%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 5.375%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.5%
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