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From Brenda’s Desk 
Harvest is upon us and days are getting shorter.  As we approach the start of a 
new fiscal year FSA encourages early reporting of any changes to your operation 
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  Making these 
changes now will reduce the possibility of program eligibility complications later in 
the year.  In addition, FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and 
needs your help. Please report any changes of address, phone number, email 
address, bank accounts for direct deposit, or an incorrect name or business name 
on file to our office. Keeping our office up to date on changes helps with program 
signup later. 

With the spring flooding and flash flooding Big Horn County has been approved for the Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP).  Signup for damages is from July 24-Sept 1, 2023.  If you have not already contacted this 
office, please do so before any corrective action is taken to remain eligible for this program. 

Important Dates: 

September 1 – ECP Signup Deadline  
September 4 – Office Closed Labor Day  
September 12- ERP Phase 2 and PARP Deadline  
October 1 – Start of Fiscal Year 2024 

 

Big Horn County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency 
Conservation Program Assistance 
A flood has caused severe damage in areas of the County. 

If you’ve suffered severe damage, you may be eligible for assistance under the 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) administered by the Big Horn County Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) 

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, 
if untreated, would: 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to productive 
agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C1622e1a25fc247c6094f08dba3f606e4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638284049304473491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q%2FmCC2XfAL1oXy7IkmrOsJ5eMIq2ybErA92ViYR%2FzQQ%3D&reserved=0
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• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 

If you qualify for ECP assistance, you may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost 
of restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers can receive up to 
90 percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No one is eligible for more than $500,000 cost sharing per natural 
disaster occurrence. 

If you’ve suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact the local FSA County Office and request assistance 
from July 24 to September 1, 2023. 

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the 

damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation Service 

(NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required 
for rehabilitation 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), FSA must complete an environmental 
compliance review prior to producers taking any actions. 

For more information about ECP, contact your Big Horn County USDA Service Center at (307)765-2689 Ext. 2 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program 
benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for 
refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on the 
form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. 
Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and 
receipt of FAXED information.  

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an 
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in 
order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members unless 
the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in 
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a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office. Acceptable 
signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator 
“by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of 
entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with 
Real Estate Security 
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining 
loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the 
guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These 
transactions include, but are not limited to: 

• Leases of any kind 
• Easements of any kind 
• Subordinations 
• Partial releases 
• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other security 
instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender 
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA 
Farm Loan Compass. 

 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with NRCS 
Producers are encouraged to call their local NRCS office to schedule an appointment to ensure maximum use 
of their time and to make sure NRCS staff is available to tend to their important business needs. Please call 
your local NRCS office ahead to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that might be 
needed during your appointment. To find your local NRCS office, visit: farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

High Tunnels Provide More Locally Grown Fresh Fruits, 
Veggies  
It’s hard to beat produce grown in the Big Horn Basin area. It’s often fresher and 
tastier, uses less energy for transport, and helps farmers in your community. But 
the off-season presents a big challenge for farmers who grow fruits and 
vegetables and for consumers who want to find local produce throughout the 
year. 

When farmers can lengthen the growing season, even by several weeks, their options change. That’s why the 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service promotes seasonal high tunnel as such a powerful tool. High 
tunnels are plastic-wrapped, metal-framed structures that are fairly easy and inexpensive to build. They are 
designed to extend the growing season into the colder months, helping to increase the availability of local 
produce, keep plants at a steady temperature and even conserve water and energy. 
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High tunnels are similar to greenhouses, except they are considered “passively heated.” That means they do not 
require electricity to heat – only sunlight. The plastic on the frame actually provides enough insulation to add up 
to 12 extra weeks to the growing season, depending on location. The inside of a high tunnel boasts its own 
microclimate, often producing crops of higher quality and quantity that those in traditional farm fields. High 
tunnels are also different than greenhouses in that the plants are actually in the ground, not in pots or on tables. 
You can think of it as a plastic covering over a field. 

High tunnels can cut costs for the producer by conserving water and requiring fewer inputs, like fertilizers or 
pesticides. In high tunnels, these inputs are often applied through tubes that run along the base of the plants, 
allowing water and fertilizer to be delivered directly above the soil. Outside of high tunnels, these inputs are 
often dispersed on a larger scale and require more to ensure the plants receive an adequate amount. 

NRCS helps farmers build high tunnels, providing technical expertise and funding.  Local and regional markets 
often provide farmers with a higher share of the food dollar, and money spent at a local business often 
continues to circulate within community, creating a multiplier effect and providing greater economic benefits to 
the area. 

For more information, contact your Big Horn County USDA Service Center at 307-765-2483 or visit 
nrcs.usda.gov. 
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County Committee: 

Martin Mercer-Chairman  
Spencer Ellis-Vice Chairman Justine Paxton-Member 

COC Meeting: TBD 

South Big Horn Conservation District 

Ashley Coenen  
District Manager  
307-765-2483 Ext 4  
sbhcd1@gmail.com 
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