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¢ USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 2023

« Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

¢ Communication is Key in Lending

¢ USDA Announces Availability of Inflation Reduction Act Funding for Climate-Smart
Agriculture
¢ NRCS Unveiled New Website in 2022

CED Comments, Upcoming Dates/Deadlines, and a Few
Jokes

Happy March and Happy National Celery Month, National Peanut Month, and National
I b ;

Noodle Month! With the cold and winter weather we are having lately, please keep track
of any livestock losses and document them thoroughly for any LIP applications. Also, if =

you do have any losses, please contact the office within 30 days to file a notice of loss. mm

ARC/PLC- The signup window for ARC/PLC is currently open. Producers have until
March 15, 2023 to make an election and sign their contracts for the 2023 crop.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)- General CRP Sign-Up 60 has begun! Current rates should be around
$20-30/acre. Please contact Jennifer to create an offer. The deadline to put in an offer is April 7, 3023. We
should know more about a grasslands signup in coming weeks. Please contact Jennifer if you would like to be
placed on the list to contact as soon as we know more about grasslands signup. Please see the article below
for more information.

New Programs- There are 2 new programs we are running a signup for currently. ERP Phase 2 and PARP
are revenue based programs that provide benefits for a loss in revenue due to weather or the pandemic.
Please contact Kate to make an appointment to complete these applications or for more information. You will
need to gather your Schedule F to complete these forms. The signup deadline for these programs is June
2,2023.

-CY
Upcoming Deadlines/Dates:

Mar. 15- ARC/PLC Signup Deadline

Mar. 18- National Corndog Day

Mar. 21- Mar. 27- National Agriculture Week

April 7- General CRP Signup Deadline

May 29- Office Closed- Memorial Day

June 2- Signup Deadline for ERP Phase 2 and PARP

July 15- Acreage Reporting Deadline- Spring Planted Crops & Perennial Grasses

A Few Jokes to Brighten a Day

What animal should you never trust to tell the truth? A lion.
What is a fruit's favorite place to go on vacation? Pear-is.
What shoes do bananas like to wear? Slippers.
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USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve Program
Signups for 2023

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that agricultural producers and private
landowners can begin applying for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General
signup starting February 27 through April 7, 2023. CRP is a cornerstone voluntary
conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key
tool in the Biden-Harris administration’s effort to address climate change and help
agricultural communities invest in the long-term well-being of their land and natural resources.

Producers and landowners enrolled more than 5 million acres into CRP through signups in 2022, building on
the acceptance of more than 3.1 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are
currently 23 million acres enrolled in CRP, with 1.9 million set to expire this year. USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is aiming to reach the 27-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2023.

General CRP

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on
cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help increase carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees
and permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.

Continuous CRP

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. Offers are
automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enroliment
levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the
Continuous signup.

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the Clean Lakes
Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the
Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The
CLEARS3O Initiative, which was originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay
watershed, has been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year CRP
contracts for water quality practices. Under this administration, FSA also moved SAFE practices back to the
Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners more opportunities to participate in the initiative.
Through the FWP, producers and landowners can enroll land in CRP as part of their efforts to restore
previously farmed wetlands and wetland buffers, to improve both vegetation and water flow.

This administration has also made significant improvements to CREP, which leverages federal and non-federal
funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant conservation concerns. Specifically, USDA
made significant improvements to CREP to reduce barriers and make the program more accessible to a broad
range of producers and new types of partners.

These updates included flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form of cash, in-kind
contributions, or technical assistance, along with an investment in additional staff to work directly with partners.
Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal Nations are now partnering with USDA to help conserve,
maintain, and improve grassland productivity, reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Grassland CRP

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland CRP is a working
lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland and
certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands.

Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and
animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate
outcomes.
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How to Sign Up

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn more or
to apply for the program before their deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which incentivizes
producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or
rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.

More Information

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the United
States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by
taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation
and economic benefits.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm
Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native
vegetation to commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the
conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to
produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual tillage including one
pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly
erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be  §
farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial
increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly erodible
land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commaodities. This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA)
loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop
insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,”
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact
your local USDA Service Center.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan

application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s —)
commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for ¢

Farm Service Agency

Farm I:oan Programs
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borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to
alert FSA to any of the following:

e Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
¢ Any significant changes to family income or expenses

¢ The development of problem situations

e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm
loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-
4050 X2 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Availability of Inflation Reduction Act
Funding for Climate-Smart Agriculture

USDA is making funding available for agricultural producers and forest landowners
nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt climate-smart :
practices. The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provided an additional $19.5 billion over five O

O NRCS

years for climate smart agriculture through several of the conservation programs that
USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) implements. NRCS is making
available $850 million in fiscal year 2023 for its oversubscribed conservation programs: the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP), Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) and Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP).

The IRA funding includes an additional $8.45 billion for EQIP, $4.95 billion for RCPP, $3.25 billion for CSP,
and $1.4 billion for ACEP. The increased funding levels begin in fiscal year 2023 and rapidly build over four
years. These additional investments are estimated to help hundreds of thousands of farmers and ranchers
apply conservation to millions of acres of land. Additionally, the IRA provides $300 million to quantify carbon
sequestration and greenhouse gases (GHG) through the collection and use of field-based data to assess
conservation outcomes. Information gained through this effort will be used to improve practices and technical
assistance to customers. Further guidance on this important work will be provided as the implementation of
this portion of the IRA continues.

These funds will provide direct climate mitigation benefits and will expand access to financial and technical
assistance for producers to advance conservation on their farm, ranch or forest land through practices like
cover cropping, conservation tillage, wetland restoration, prescribed grazing, nutrient management, tree
planting and more. To ensure we can quantify the benefits of these IRA investments, NRCS is working to
support Department-wide work on Measurement, Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MMRV). The IRA
provided targeted funding to support this effort. In administering the Inflation Reduction Act climate
investments, USDA will also support other environmental co-benefits, including — among other things — water
conservation, wildlife habitat improvements, and reducing runoff.

How to Apply

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs year-round, but producers interested

in EQIP or CSP should apply by their state’s ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle.
Funding is provided through a competitive process and will include an opportunity to address the unmet
demand from producers who have previously sought funding for climate-smart conservation activities.

For ACEP Agricultural Land Easements (ACEP-ALE) or Wetland Reserve Easements (ACEP-WRE),
applications for the current IRA funding cycle must be submitted by March 17, 2023, for the first funding round.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca58dd165112341574f8f08db1e5e98a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638137164121862676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kv4XiM%2FcE1FD2DoLxLZmGsXy5QJ75nge2MbcCWfgo2M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fabout%2Fpriorities%2Finflation-reduction-act%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca58dd165112341574f8f08db1e5e98a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638137164121862676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yePE2qsP58L2Bu6wNP6KzB1JkZXYyS8nPnjjUeJe9J8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Franking-dates%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca58dd165112341574f8f08db1e5e98a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638137164121862676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BfkDaWgoAYlREe5OINarsJrff7LPF2Phvbr58XNWfBE%3D&reserved=0

This year, NRCS will prioritize ACEP-ALE for grasslands in areas of highest risk for conversion to non-
grassland uses to prevent the release of soil carbon stores. Meanwhile, NRCS will prioritize ACEP-WRE for
eligible lands that contain soils high in organic carbon.

NRCS plans to roll out the next RCPP funding opportunity in early spring, which will include IRA funds from
fiscal year 2023.

Other opportunities for agreements and partnerships at the state level will be announced for fiscal year 2023 in
the coming months. The IRA provides funding to support those strategic partnerships with local, regional and
national organizations. This will include outreach to underserved producers to ensure IRA climate funding is
reaching those who have been previously unable to access conservation assistance.

NRCS Unveiled New Website in 2022

NRCS unveiled a new website last year, which was designed for you, whether you’re a farmer, rancher or
forest landowner who uses Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs or one of
our partners who helps us deliver on the conservation mission.

The new NRCS site has been designed to support and enhance our mission by delivering relevant, timely,
customer-focused information in an easy-to-navigate platform.

Key features include:

e It's been designed using the U.S. Web Design System, so you'll see a certain “family resemblance”
among USDA and other federal websites, including farmers.gov.

e It's accessible (or 508 conformant), meaning the site is designed for use by people with disabilities.

e It's mobile responsive, meaning that it should work on a phone or tablet at easily as on a desktop
computer.

Be sure to check out our:

e Guides and Instructions- Search by resource type, NRCS program, natural resource concern, and
state.

e Getting Assistance- Learn more about available technical and financial assistance and how you can
get support online as well as with the NRCS at your local Service Center.

e Conservation by State- Find information on NRCS programs, services and other information in your
state.

If you can’t find something that you used to find on our website, contact us and we can help.

Y

Torrington USDA Service Center

1441 East M Street
Torrington, WY 82240
Phone: 307-532-4880
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COURTNEY YELTON RYAN CLAYTON
FSA, County Executive Director NRCS, District
courtney.yelton@usda.gov Conservationist ryan.clayton@usda.gov

ROB WEPPNER

FSA, Farm Loan Manager rob.weppner@usda.gov
307-322-4050
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