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Laramie County Comments

Happy March Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers!

The Agricultural Risk Coverage/Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC) program signup
deadline is March 15th.

We have two new programs to assist with losses due to natural disasters or the PN
pandemic; Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program
(PARP). Please see below article for more information.

For crops not covered by crop insurance; we have the non-insured crop disaster assistance program
(NAP). In Laramie County the signup for hemp is March 15th, and all other eligible spring-seeded crops is
April 1st.

If you have lost any livestock due to natural disasters or extreme weather; please contact us. We may be
able to help.

We are currently having a Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup. You will have until April
7, 2023 to submit offers in for this program.

Thank you for everything you do!
-Laramie County FSA

Laramie County Cheatgrass Summit

Laramie County Agricultural Producers, Herbicide Applicators, and Residents, Please Join the Laramie
County Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service on Saturday April 1st to
Discuss Cheatgrass Issues and management within Laramie County. Guest Speaker Derek Sabastian of
Envu to Present on Control Methods.

Questions you can email NRCS at tyler.therkildsen@usda.gov or call 772-2314. Or Laramie County
Conservation District Rlockman@lccdnet.org or 772-2600

Archer Complex Community Building
April 1st 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Coffee and Donuts Provided
-Laramie County NRCS & LCCD


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cacc0c4c3db7f45699a9208db23e35dc1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638143231660629677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OeAtk6LZ8RNBuj3h3HlW%2Bihj%2F95A1EnevK3K%2Fj%2FH%2FGc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cacc0c4c3db7f45699a9208db23e35dc1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638143231660629677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HHUsm02QhVevvgPpryE2Aay81kRAbg%2F1FVnD4gKjmPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cacc0c4c3db7f45699a9208db23e35dc1%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638143231660629677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zjFUtZa6VssRIAW5RzKD2KeiWx5fWcGvjjd5O4UiNvA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tyler.therkildsen@usda.gov
mailto:Rlockman@lccdnet.org

Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and Pandemic
Assistance Programs

Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important programs for
revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs
equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two if you
experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you experienced
revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which
was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both programs during
your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a single
disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-based
program that you've applied for with FSA.

Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, ensuring that
producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the financial stability to invest in the
long-term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue between a
benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the disaster year — designed
to target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative
payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the
2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a typical
year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.

How to Apply

In preparation for enroliment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and
2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP
program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;

e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

o Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC)
Cettification.
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e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Cetrtification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide
increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their
local USDA Service Center.

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, implementation and delivery of
the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also believe that some of the most creative and
useful ideas for program and process improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this
assistance through our network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the
country, along with the entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but also providing their
input to make sure that we can improve and enhance our programs and our approach to assistance to
better and more efficiently serve all producers who need our help.

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, PARP and our full
portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster assistance programs.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be
successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the
borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they
identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff
when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

e Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
e Any significant changes to family income or expenses

e The development of problem situations

e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your
farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-
322-4050 X2 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Advances Food System Transformation with $43
Million for Urban Agriculture and Innovation, Adds New
Urban County Committees

USDA announced significant investments to support urban agriculture, including $43.1 million for grants
and cooperative agreements as well as six new urban county committees to help deliver key USDA
programs to urban producers. These actions support USDA'’s efforts to strengthen the food supply chain
and transform the food system to be fairer, more competitive, and more resilient.

Specifically, USDA is investing $10.2 million in new cooperative agreements to expand compost and food
waste reduction efforts and $14.2 million in new grants to support the development of urban agriculture
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and innovative production projects. Additionally, $18.7 million will fund 75 worthy grant proposals from the
2021 application cycle, which was oversubscribed.

These investments build on USDA’s Food Systems Transformation Framework unveiled earlier. The goals
of USDA'’s Food System Transformation Framework include:

- Building a more resilient food supply chain that provides more and better market options for consumers
and producers while reducing carbon pollution.

- Creating a fairer food system that combats market dominance and helps producers and consumers gain
more power in the marketplace by creating new, more and better local market options.

- Making nutritious food more accessible and affordable for consumers.
- Emphasizing equity by creating wealth that stays in small towns and underserved communities.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is also standing up six more urban county committees, which help
deliver farm loans, disaster assistance, safety net and conservation programs.

Composting and Food Waste Reduction Cooperative Agreements

This is the third year of USDA’s Composting and Food Waste Reduction (CFWR) cooperative agreements,
and so far, USDA has invested $3 million in community composting in urban areas across the country. The
$10.2 million to be awarded in 2022 will fund pilot projects that develop and implement strategies for
municipal compost plans and food waste reduction plans.

Local governments may submit projects that do one or more of the following:

- generate compost;

- provide access to compost to farmers;

- reduce fertilizer use;

- improve soil quality;

- encourage waste management and permaculture business development;
- increase rainwater absorption; reduce municipal food waste; and/or

- divert food waste from landfills.

Priority will be given to projects that anticipate or demonstrate economic benefits, incorporate plans to
make compost easily accessible to farmers, including community gardeners, integrate other food waste
strategies, including food recovery efforts and collaborate with multiple partners. Projects should span two
years.

Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (OUAIP) Grants

This is also the third year of OUAIP grants, which have already provided more than $7.5 million focused on
food access, education, business and start-up costs for new farmers, and development of policies related
to zoning and other needs. The $14.2 million to be awarded in 2022 will support the development of urban
agriculture and innovative production projects through:

- Planning Projects that initiate or expand efforts of urban and suburban farmers, gardeners, citizens,
government officials, schools and other stakeholders to target areas of food access, education, business
and start-up costs for new farmers, urban forestry, and policies related to zoning and other needs of urban
production.

- Implementation Projects that accelerate urban, indoor and other agricultural practices that serve multiple
farmers and improve local food access. They may support infrastructure needs, emerging technologies,
education and urban farming policy implementation.



How to Apply for Grants and Cooperative Agreements Submit applications via grants.gov for Composting
and Food Waste Reduction Cooperative Agreements and UAIP Grants. Pre-recorded webinars on the
purpose, project types, eligibility and basic requirements for submitting applications will be posted at
usda.gov/urban. Email UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov with any questions.

Urban County Committees for Urban Agriculture

The new urban county committee (UCOC) locations are Chicago, Detroit, Grand Rapids, Los Angeles,
Brooklyn, and Oakland, and they join 11 previously announced urban county committees. The six locations
for county committees were selected based on a consideration of data that included opportunity for
economic growth, diversity, proximity to tribal nations, as well as the number of farm-to-table projects,
urban farms, community and residential gardens, and green infrastructure projects within metropolitan and
suburban areas.

Like rural county committee members, urban committee members make important decisions about how
FSA programs are administered locally. Each urban and suburban county committee will be composed of
three elected members who will serve a term of up to three years. Urban farmers who participate in USDA
programs in the areas selected are encouraged to participate by nominating and voting for themselves or
others.

Laramie County

USDA Service Center

11221 US Hwy 30
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Phone: 307-772-2314
Fax: 855-415-3429

Mason Peebles

Lori Meier
County Executive Director, FSA District Conservationist, NRCS

307-772-9391 307-772-9397

FSA Program Technicians: NRCS Staff:

Sarah Marquardt Tyler Therkildsen
Karla Warren Thomas Tjepkes

Farm Loan Manager:

Rob Weppner
307-322-4050

County Committee: Next County Committee Meeting:

Theron Anderson TBD
Dave Bowman
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T.J. Hollingsworth
Heidi Romsa, advisor
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