USDA
sl |U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Laramie County Service Center Updates - May 2023

Farm Service Agency | Natural Resources Conservation Service | Risk Management Agency

e« Laramie County Comments

o USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 2023

e Farmers.qov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their Operation

o Protect Your Investments in the Soil: USDA’s Modernized Lab Data Mart Website
Provides User-Friendly, State-of-the-Art Data

Laramie County Comments

Happy May Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers!

Grassland Conservation Reserve Program signup is open. The deadline to
submit a bid for a Grassland CRP contract is May 26th. Please see below
article for more information.

Please remember to give us a call when you are done planting your spring
crops, so that we can get them reported. We will need to know what you
planted, where you planted it, when you planted it, and who has a share in the
crop.

Along those lines, if you have any failed crops: FSA needs to be notified within 15 days of when the loss is
first apparent. This is especially important for crops covered under our Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), but applies to all crops, as it affects your crop reports, which affect your benefits you receive
through FSA programs.

The Emergency Relief Program Phase Two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program are open for
applications. The deadline to apply for these programs is June 2nd. Please click on the links to learn more
information about these programs.

We have officially triggered again for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Please give the office a call to go over these
programs and/or set up an appointment to apply.

Thank you for everything you do!
-Laramie County FSA

The office will be closed on Monday, May 29th, for the Memorial Day Holiday.
-Laramie County FSA & NRCS

USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve
Program Signups for 2023

CASPER, WY, April 17, 2023 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that agricultural
producers and private landowners can begin applying for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) signup starting April 17 through May 26, 2023. Among CRP enroliment opportunities, Grassland CRP
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is unique as a working lands program, allowing producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying
practices while protecting grasslands and promoting plant and animal biodiversity and conservation.

“Grassland CRP clearly demonstrates that agricultural productivity and conservation priorities not only have
the capacity to coexist, but also complement and enhance one another,” said William Bunce, FSA State
Executive Director in Wyoming. “The strength of this program lies in its many benefits — it provides strong
wildlife habitat, helps grasslands sequester large amounts of carbon, and supports sound sustainable grazing
to keep the land in production rather than susceptible to growing development.”

Protecting grasslands with CRP not only benefits participants with annual rental payments and cost share
assistance; it also contributes positively to the economy of many regions, builds biodiversity, and provides
important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.

Additionally, this year FSA is offering a new Habitat Lease through the Grassland CRP signup. This new
program will provide another option for Wyoming ranchers and producers who wish to participate in the
USDA-Wyoming Big Game Conservation Partnership Pilot. As part of this Habitat Lease pilot, USDA has
developed special guidance that allows better compatibility between USDA programs, enabling producers to
stack different Farm Bill program benefits in new and innovative ways that may fit their specific requirements.

More than 3.1 million acres were accepted through the 2022 Grassland CRP signup from agricultural
producers and private landowners. That signup—the highest ever for the program—reflects the continued
success and value of investments in voluntary, producer-led, working lands conservation programs. The
current total participation in Grassland CRP is 6.3 million acres, which is part of the 23 million acres enrolled
in CRP opportunities overall.

Since 2021, the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), which administers all CRP programs, has made
several improvements to Grassland CRP to broaden the program’s reach, including:

e Creating two National Priority Zones to put focus on environmentally sensitive land such as that prone
to wind erosion.

o Enhancing offers with 10 additional ranking points to producers and landowners who are
historically underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans.

o Leveraging theConservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically
underserved communities within Tribal Nations in the Great Plains.

How to Sign Up for Grassland CRP

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP, or any other CRP enrollment option, should contact
their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to apply for the program before the deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can enroll in the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which incentivizes
producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or
rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.

Other CRP Signups

General CRP signup was open from Feb. 27 through April 7. The program helps producers and landowners
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil
erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a
Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
helping producers and landowners establish trees and permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and
restore wetlands.

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll throughout the year. Offers are automatically
accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not
exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the Continuous signup.
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FSA offers several additional enroliment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the State Acres for
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). Also available is the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR30)
Initiative, originally piloted in twelve states but has been expanded nationwide, that allows producers and
landowners to enroll in 30-year CRP contracts for water quality practices.

More Information

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many
conservation and economic benefits.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities
in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building
a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA
farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov
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In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage
accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information
feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the
website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site
also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-
tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-4050 or visit farmers.gov.

Protect Your Investments in the Soil: USDA’s Modernized
Lab Data Mart Website Provides User-Friendly, State-of-the-
Art Data

Understanding your specific soil and its dynamic properties, which can change over time due to human
impacts, land management, and climate change, can be invaluable. The USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), through the National Cooperative Soil Survey (NCSS), has a team of soil and
data scientists who are bringing customers the best soil information using the newest technology through the
Lab Data Mart.

The newly updated Lab Data Mart website, also known as the National Cooperative Lab Characterization
Database, brings valuable soil data to the public’s fingertips through a user-friendly, state-of-the-art interactive
map. It includes data estimating soil properties such as organic carbon, clay content, calcium carbonate
equivalent, and pH, which is beneficial in soil health assessments. Architects, educators, engineers, farmers,
landowners, researchers, scientists, and anyone looking to learn more about their soil can access the latest
data to make more informed decisions and reduce potential soil risks and hazards.

The Lab Data Mart includes mid-infrared (MIR) soil spectroscopy data gathered during soil analysis at the
NRCS’ Kellogg Soil Survey Laboratory, one of the largest libraries of such data in the world. MIR soil
spectroscopy uses the interactions between soil matter and infrared radiation to estimate soil properties.

The Lab Data Mart’s interactive map also links to a national database of soil characterization data, allowing
users to locate soil samples and “pedons” analyzed in the lab. A pedon is the smallest unit of soil, containing
all the soil horizons of a particular soil type. The customized data in the Lab Data Mart is downloadable to
multiple applications and web services and is continuously updated as more sampled soil sites are added or
re-visited.

How Can the Lab Data Mart Help You?

e Determining carbon credits or improving carbon sequestration: The data can help you determine
how much carbon is currently in the top 12 inches of soil and decide whether you want to sequester
more carbon and consider methods and management practices to do so.

e Leasing or buying land: The data may help determine if your planned management practices will
work; and if not, what could be the added cost to do things differently. Understanding the mineralogy
of your soil can help you determine if it requires soil amendments, a new tool or piece of equipment to
accomplish your goals, or a change to what you farm or your tillage operation.
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e Taking a more systematic view of your land: Whether working with an NRCS conservation planner
or on your own, the data helps you know more about your soil and ties into how you look at the whole

ecological site.

Who Can Help You Use Lab Data Mart and Help You Understand Your Data?

NRCS State Soil Scientists and their staff, as well as technical service providers, can assist with obtaining the
data in Lab Data Mart and understanding it. Contact NRCS at your local USDA Service Center for help and
more information. Visit the Lab Data Mart website, or learn more about NRCS’ Soil Science.
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