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« USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

o Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve
on Local County Committees

« USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to Improve Customer Service

¢ New Technology Helps Ranchers Maximize Grass Production

Laramie County Comments

Happy July Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers! We hope you had a great
Independence Day celebration!

If you have had any damage due to the recent weather; please contact us and
let us know. It is important for us to know the extent of damage in our county,
as it can lead to additional assistance.

The deadline to sign up for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase two
and the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) is today, Friday, July 14th. If you are interested in
these programs please visit farmers.gov

We are in the final two days of Crop Reporting! Please contact the office to get an appointment ASAP, if you
have not been in! See below Article for more information.

We are accepting nominations forms for County Committee. If you would like to nominate someone, or
yourself, for County Committee; please see below article.

Thank you for everything you do!

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring planting should
make an appointment with the Name County Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage,
can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Name County:

July 17, 2023 All spring seed crops, CRP, perennial grasses

November 15, 2023 All fall seeded crops

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9bC484gJoyI12bCxR879u%2FMKwcwpWnrpILTdeo4CZbo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pUgw5DfdHN3PQGp0SO5xa%2BBLM5foFtSmqr9ZWIcWaJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8HgDJKhukRdZSK6uHG1KXZOKxCPdDptidMM4hb1XkZM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate
documentation must be provided to the county office.

e |If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage reports should be
submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to
because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar
days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is reported once
and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in effect until a change is made.
Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their FSA farm
records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature will allow producers to
export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture
boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.
Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form FSA-211 Power of
Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature types, or as a member of a
business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with this fact sheet and
these video tutorials._

More Information

For questions, please contact the Laramie County FSA office at 307-772-2314 ext. 2.


https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/farmersgov-portal-farmrecords-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County
Committees

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting nominations for county committee members for
elections that will occur later this year. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new
GIS tool to make it easier for producers to participate in the nomination and election processes for county
committee members, who make important decisions on how federal farm programs are administered locally.

All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1,
2023.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA
committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include LAAs that are focused on an
urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or
others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers,
women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban farmers should use an Nomination forms and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application to provide
improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The
simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from
29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a
traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7T0kgoEMbDOl3aGI0m8avylaQc%2BC0pIx8llv0f5RUkQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FNomination-Forms%2Ffsa0669a_230511v01.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e4G0MjwF5MuqOg4bDf35l7TIi%2F8O0RYi9Z0mkg8PS7E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7T0kgoEMbDOl3aGI0m8avylaQc%2BC0pIx8llv0f5RUkQ%3D&reserved=0

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version
compatible with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements
that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

¢ An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options atfsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

New Technology Helps Ranchers Maximize Grass
Production

One out of every three acres in the U.S. is rangeland. Two-thirds of these are privately owned, mainly by
ranchers who graze their livestock in the open country of the American West. Our rangelands produce
premium beef, wool, and dairy. But it's the plants that feed these livestock that are the foundation for
profitable agriculture in the West. But ranchers haven’t had a good way to measure how their grass is faring
— until now.

The Rangeland Analysis Platform (RAP), developed in partnership with the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, and the University of Montana, allows producers to track
changes in the amount and types of plants growing on their property.

RAP is a free online resource that provides data on vegetation trends across the West from the mid-1980s to
the present; and it calculates how productive those plants are. A combination of long-term datasets shows
landowners how their lands have changed over time, which translates directly into their operation’s
profitability.


http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7c01bcc649104f8a256508db849545f2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638249549143314147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=trrh4XndM9iW5vQSRP6BVE0ZBbGeJukxQ3k0Tcjk7hw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Farmers in the central and eastern U.S. have been using technology to track changes in crop production for
decades. As soon as they see that their plant productivity is declining — and revenues following suit — they
can take steps to address the limitations and boost productivity again.

RAP provides the same power to ranchers. RAP can show ranchers the gap between their potential
production and the actual production they realize in terms of pounds-per-acre of grass. It helps landowners
understand how much they can potentially gain by changing management practices to boost available forage
and close the gap.

Landowners can see how their plant production has changed in a single month or over the span of several
years. The technology can be used to visualize plant productivity in an area as small as a baseball diamond
or as large as several states. New technology like RAP helps us “help the land” in order to sustain wildlife,
provide food and fiber, and support agricultural families long into the future.

N

Laramie County

USDA Service Center

11221 US Hwy 30
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Phone: 307-772-2314
Fax: 855-415-3429

Lori Meier Tyler Therkildsen
County Executive Director, FSA Acting District Conservationist, NRCS
307-274-9391 307-274-9398

FSA Program Technicians:

Sarah Marquardt NRCS Staff:
Karla Warren Thomas Tjepkes
Hannah Hammack

Farm Loan Manager:

Rob Weppner
307-322-4050
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Next COC Meeting:
TBD
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