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Laramie County Comments

Happy August Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers!

For organic producers: the Organic Certification Cost Share Program
(OCCSP) is open for applications. The deadline to apply is November 1,
2023, but funding is on a first come, first serve basis. Please give the office a
call for more information.

For livestock producers: we triggered for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP)
and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised
Fish Program (ELAP) again. Signups will run through January 30th for these
programs, but we encourage you to come in sooner!

Thank you for everything you do!

- Laramie County FSA

The Laramie County office will be closed on Monday, September 4th for the Labor Day Holiday.
-Laramie County FSA & NRCS

Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint
Operations or Entities

Many Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal
entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants provide a significant contribution to the
farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For
entities, each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active personal
labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis that is identifiable and documentable as well
as separate and distinct from contributions of any other member. Members of joint operations must have a
share of the profits or losses from the farming operation commensurate with the member’s contributions to
the operation and must make contributions to the farming operation that are at risk for a loss, with the level
of risk being commensurate with the member’s claimed share on the farming operation.

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with an ownership
in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. Joint operations comprised of
family members are exempt from these additional requirements. For 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-
family joint operations can have one member that may use a significant contribution of active personal
management exclusively to meet the requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming.” The
person or member will be defined as the farm manager for the purposes of administering these
management provisions.
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Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming operation
based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers are requested and
approved, all members who contribute management are required to complete form CCC-902MR,
Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the form to record management activities
including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes crop selection, planting decisions, acquisition of
inputs, crop management and marketing decisions. One form should be used for each month and the farm
manager should enter the number of hours of time spent for each activity under the date of the month the
actions were completed. The farm manager must also document if each management activity was
completed on the farm or remotely.

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made available for
review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested.

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal management to
the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and their payment eligibility status
will be re-determined for the applicable program year.

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who meet the
definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active personal management
to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may the number of farm managers in
a non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given crop and program year.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the
effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA.

Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest
on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $2,037,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact the Platte County USDA Service Center at 307-322-
4050 or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Save Money on Fuel with No-Till Farming

How much fuel can farmers save each year by transitioning from conventional tillage to continuous no-till?
According to a new report from USDA’s Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP), 3.6 gallons per
acre is a reasonable estimate. With current off-road diesel fuel prices, this could translate into
approximately $17 per acre saved annually.

Nearly 87 percent of all cropland acres nationwide are farmed using some form of conservation tillage,
where tillage is reduced for at least one crop within a given field. Continuous no-till accounts for 33 percent
of this total.

Improving soil health is one known benefit of limiting disturbance. Farmers who minimize tillage across their
operation may reduce soil erosion, maximize water infiltration, improve nutrient cycling, build organic
matter, and strengthen resilience to disaster events or challenging growing conditions. Based on the latest
data, they may also use significantly less fuel than with conventional tillage and reduce their associated
carbon dioxide emissions.

According to CEAP, farmers who implement conservation tillage practices instead of continuous
conventional tillage:

¢ Reduce potential nationwide fuel use by 763 million gallons of diesel equivalents each year, roughly
the amount of energy used by 2.8 million households.

e Reduce potential associated emissions by 8.5 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO.) equivalents each
year, equivalent to removing nearly 1.7 million gasoline-powered passenger vehicles from the road.

How is this possible? Annually, farmers who practice continuous no-till use approximately 3.6 fewer gallons
of fuel per acre than if they practiced continuous conventional tillage. Farmers who practice seasonal no-till
— farming without tilling for at least one crop — use approximately 3 fewer gallons of fuel per acre than they

would with conventional tillage year-round.

Acre by acre, fuel saved is money saved. Let's assume an average off-road diesel fuel price of $4.75 per
gallon*. By transitioning from continuous conventional tillage to continuous no-till, a farmer can save just
over $17 per acre each year in fuel costs. A farmer who transitions from continuous conventional tillage to
seasonal no-till can save more than $14 per acre on fuel annually. These potential savings are significantly
larger than with CEAP’s first fuel savings report, primarily due to the current price of diesel fuel.

The bottom line for farmers: Reducing tillage leads to fuel savings that deliver significant financial benefits
while building healthier soils for a more resilient operation.

USDA Can Help

If you're a farmer interested in reducing tillage or pursuing other conservation efforts across your operation,
USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can help.

e This blog offers five simple tips for farmers interested in trying no-till for the first time.

e This 90-second video provides a description of no-till and associated benefits according to a
Delaware farmer.

e This 23-minute video follows five South Carolina farmers seeking to quantify the benefits of
conservation practices that support soil health.

e This webpage details principles to improve soil health, including reduced tillage and complimentary
conservation practices such as cover crops, crop rotations, and rotational grazing.
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NRCS has local USDA Service Centers in nearly every county across the United States. You may find
contact information for your nearest Service Center here. NRCS staff are available to provide free, one-on-
one assistance with a suite of practices to strengthen your operation, conserve natural resources, and boost
your bottom line. SMART nutrient management, for example, is important to consider with no-till and may
help you save money on fertilizer while improving water quality — another win-win.

Visit the new NRCS website to learn more about conservation basics, getting assistance from NRCS,
programs and initiatives, and resources to inform management decisions. Visit the new CEAP webpage for

additional information about USDA’s efforts to quantify the effects of conservation practices across
croplands and other working lands.

Laramie County

USDA Service Center

11221 US Hwy 30
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Phone: 307-772-2314
Fax: 855-415-3429

Lori Meier Tyler Therkildsen

County Executive Director, FSA District Conservationist, NRCS
307-274-9391 307-274-9398

FSA Program Technicians:

Sarah Marquardt NRCS Staff:
Karla Warren Thomas Tjepkes
Hannah Hammack

Farm Loan Manager:

Rob Weppner
307-322-4050

County Commiittee:
Theron Anderson
Dave Bowman

T.J. Hollingsworth
Heidi Romsa

Next COC Meeting:
TBD
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