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Laramie County FSA
11221A US Hwy 30
Cheyenne, WY 82009

(307) 772-2314 ext. 2
Fax: 855-415-3429

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Upcoming Office Closures:
September 4" — Labor Day
October 9" — Columbus Day
November 10" — Veterans Day
November 23" — Thanksgiving

Farm Service Agency Staff:

Lori Meier, CED
lori.meier@usda.gov

Sarah Marquardt, PT
sarah.marquardt@usda.gov

Karla Warren, PT
karla.warren@usda.gov

Hannah Hammack, PT
hannah.hammack@usda.gov

County Committee:
Theron Anderson
Dave Bowman

T.J. Hollingsworth
Heidi Romsa, advisor

Farm Loan Manager:
Rob Weppner
307-322-4050
rob.weppner@usda.gov

Next COC Meeting:
TBD

A monthly bulletin is also sent
out through email. Please
contact the office if you would
like to start receiving them.

Thank you for everything you
do for agriculture!

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable
(new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat,
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas),
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities,
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold
storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-
traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your Laramie County USDA Service Center at 307-772-2314 ext.
2 or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem
on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate
your contract for the program year.

County Committee Election Ballots for Local Administrative Area 3

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters in Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3 beginning
Nov. 6, 2023. LAA 3 is all land west of County Road 136. The last day to return completed
ballots to the USDA Service Center is December 4, 2023. Producers can find their local USDA
Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator.
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USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage
report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Name County:

November 15, 2023 All fall-seeded small grains (wheat, triticale, etc.) and apiculture
January 15, 2024 Established stand alfalfa seed, fall alfalfa seeding
July 15%, 2024 All spring-planted crops and perennial forage (corn, oats, millet, beans, hemp, grasses, CRP, etc.)

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e |[rrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e |[f the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e |f a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation
must be provided to the county office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage reports should be
submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting deadline or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to because of a
natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final
planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is reported once and the producer
elects continuous certification, the certification remains in effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA
Service Center for more information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their FSA farm records, maps and
common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles



and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print and
label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form FSA-211 Power of Attorney,
Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature types, or as a member of a business can now access
information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with a fact sheet and video tutorials.

For questions, please contact the Name County FSA office at 307-772-2314 ext. 2.
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USDA Reminds Producers of Fall Application Deadlines for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP)

USDA Laramie County Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers of approaching application deadlines for purchasing risk
coverage for some crops through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP provides financial assistance
to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevented crop
planting.

NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available,
including forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass and more.

Upcoming application deadlines for NAP coverage in Laramie County for the 2024 production season include:

e December 1, 2023 — fall seeded crops and perennial forage (grasses).
e March 15,2024 — hemp.
e April 1. 2024 — all other spring seeded crops.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55% of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50% of expected production.
Buy-up coverage is available in some cases. NAP offers higher levels of coverage, ranging from 50% to 65% of expected
production in 5% increments, at 100% of the average market price. Producers of organic crops and crops marketed directly
to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100% of the average market price at
coverage levels ranging between 50% and 65% of expected production. Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended
for grazing.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed a
total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums apply for buy-up coverage.

If a producer has a Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification (form
CCC-860) on file with FSA, it may serve as an application for basic coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year
2022. These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage waived. These producers may also receive a
50% premium reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected on form CCC-471, prior to the application closing date for
each crop.

To learn more about NAP visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center at 307-772-2314 ext. 2.

Receive Text Alerts from FSA

If you would like to receive text messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events
and updates from the Laramie County FSA office; text WYLaramie to 372-669. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact
your wireless carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.
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Dates to Remember

September 4, 2023 | Office closed in observance of the Labor Day Holiday
October 9, 2023 | Office closed in observance of the Columbus Day Holiday
November 1, 2023 | Deadline to apply for the Organic Certification Cost Share Program
November 10, 2023 | Office closed in observance of the Veterans Day Holiday
November 15, 2023 | Deadline to report fall-planted crops
November 23, 2023 | Office closed in observance of the Thanksgiving Day Holiday
December 1, 2023 | Deadline to sign up for NAP for fall-seeded crops and perennial grasses

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact Lori Meier
at 307-772-2314 extension 2 or dial 7-1-1 to access telecommunication relay services.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-fee Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (local
or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

Reporting Organic Crops

If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and you select the "organic" option
on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent indicating an
organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

Name, address & telephone number of certified individuals

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone acreage!

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic sales totals $5,000
or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are still required to provide a map
showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional, and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your Laramie County USDA Service Center at 307-772-2314 ext. 2.



