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e County Office Message

o USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers Impacted by Recent Winter
Storms

« USDA Announces Availability of Inflation Reduction Act Funding for Climate-Smart
Agriculture
e Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility Loans

¢ USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to Improve Customer Service

County Office Message

Western Landowners Alliance is hosting a virtual event on March 30th about
Grassland CRP.

Expert panelists include:

¢ vy Reynolds, FSA National Grassland CRP Program Manager;

e Katrina Thompson, NRCS National CSP Program Manager;

¢ Jill Randall, Wyoming Game and Fish Big Game Migration Coordinator;
e Bill Bunce, Wyoming FSA Executive Director; and

e Ben Anson, ranch manager in Meeteetse, Wyoming

Reaqister Here

Continue to notify the office of any weather related losses. We have various programs that may be of
assistance. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is the first step in the process. Livestock losses must be reported
within 60 days of an event and feed/forage losses must be reported within 15-30 days.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers
Impacted by Recent Winter Storms

Agricultural operations in Idaho, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming have been significantly
impacted by recent snowstorms. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and financial
assistance available to help farmers and livestock producers recover from these adverse weather events.
Impacted producers should contact their local USDA Service Center to report losses and learn more about
program options available to assist in their recovery from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses and
damages.

“These recent winter storms have taken their toll on livestock producers in Idaho, Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota and Wyoming leaving producers with snow removal costs as well as increased feed expenses,”
said Robert Bonnie, Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation (FPAC). “We stand with our
producers who have worked tirelessly in these severe conditions to keep livestock fed and to protect crops
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from Mother Nature’s wrath. We know these storms have left damage in their wake, and I'm glad that USDA
offers a strong portfolio of disaster assistance programs available to help.”

USDA Disaster Recovery Assistance

Producers who experience livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality may be eligible for the Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP). To participate in LIP, producers will have to provide acceptable documentation of
death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.

Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides eligible producers with compensation for feed and grazing losses. ELAP also includes costs
associated with equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal. For ELAP, producers will need to file a
notice of loss within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days.

Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers may be eligible for cost-share assistance through
the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes or vines lost. This
complements the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) or crop insurance coverage, which
covers the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. For TAP, a program application must be filed within 90
days.

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed farm loans, including operating and emergency farm loans,
to producers unable to secure commercial financing. Producers in counties with a primary or contiguous
disaster designation may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them recover from production
and physical losses. Loans can help producers replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock,
equipment, feed and seed, cover family living expenses or refinance farm-related debts and other needs.
Additionally, FSA has a variety of loan servicing options available for borrowers who are unable to make
scheduled payments on their farm loan programs debt to the Agency because of reasons beyond their control.

Risk Management

Producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or FSA’s NAP should report crop damage
to their crop insurance agent or FSA office. If they have crop insurance, producers should provide a notice of
loss to their agent within 72 hours of initial discovery of damage and follow up in writing within 15 days.

For NAP covered crops, a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be filed within 15 days of the loss becoming
apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours._A recent policy change
simplifies the NAP application process for underserved producers, allowing form CCC-860 Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification to serve as an
application for basic NAP coverage for all eligible crops. These producers will have all NAP-related service
fees for basic coverage waived, in addition to a 50% premium reduction if higher levels of coverage are
elected.

Conservation

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) and Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore fencing, damaged
farmland or forests.

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is always available to provide technical assistance
during the recovery process by assisting producers to plan and implement conservation practices on farms,
ranches and working forests impacted by natural disasters. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) can help producers plan and implement conservation practices on land impacted by natural disasters.

More Information

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources
specifically for producers impacted by winter storms. Those resources include the Disaster Assistance
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Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan Assistance Tool. For FSA and NRCS programs,
producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food
and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural
America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov

USDA Announces Availability of Inflation Reduction Act
Funding for Climate-Smart Agriculture

USDA is making funding available for agricultural producers and forest landowners
nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt climate-smart -
practices. The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) provided an additional $19.5 billion over five

O NRCS

years for climate smart agriculture through several of the conservation programs that
USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) implements. NRCS is making
available $850 million in fiscal year 2023 for its oversubscribed conservation programs: the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP), Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) and Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP). The IRA funding includes an additional $8.45 billion for EQIP, $4.95 billion for
RCPP, $3.25 billion for CSP, and $1.4 billion for ACEP. The increased funding levels begin in fiscal year 2023
and rapidly build over four years. These additional investments are estimated to help hundreds of thousands of
farmers and ranchers apply conservation to millions of acres of land. Additionally, the IRA provides $300
million to quantify carbon sequestration and greenhouse gases (GHG) through the collection and use of field-
based data to assess conservation outcomes. Information gained through this effort will be used to improve
practices and technical assistance to customers. Further guidance on this important work will be provided as
the implementation of this portion of the IRA continues. These funds will provide direct climate mitigation
benefits and will expand access to financial and technical assistance for producers to advance conservation on
their farm, ranch or forest land through practices like cover cropping, conservation tillage, wetland restoration,
prescribed grazing, nutrient management, tree planting and more. To ensure we can quantify the benefits of
these IRA investments, NRCS is working to support Department-wide work on Measurement, Monitoring,
Reporting and Verification (MMRYV). The IRA provided targeted funding to support this effort. In administering
the Inflation Reduction Act climate investments, USDA will also support other environmental co-benefits,
including — among other things — water conservation, wildlife habitat improvements, and reducing runoff.

How to Apply

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs year-round, but producers interested

in EQIP or CSP should apply by their state’s ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle.
Funding is provided through a competitive process and will include an opportunity to address the unmet
demand from producers who have previously sought funding for climate-smart conservation

activities. For ACEP Agricultural Land Easements (ACEP-ALE) or Wetland Reserve Easements (ACEP-
WRE), applications for the current IRA funding cycle must be submitted by March 17, 2023, for the first
funding round. This year, NRCS will prioritize ACEP-ALE for grasslands in areas of highest risk for conversion
to non-grassland uses to prevent the release of soil carbon stores. Meanwhile, NRCS will prioritize ACEP-
WRE for eligible lands that contain soils high in organic carbon. NRCS plans to roll out the

next RCPP funding opportunity in early spring, which will include IRA funds from fiscal year 2023. Other
opportunities for agreements and partnerships at the state level will be announced for fiscal year 2023 in the
coming months. The IRA provides funding to support those strategic partnerships with local, regional and
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national organizations. This will include outreach to underserved producers to ensure IRA climate funding is
reaching those who have been previously unable to access conservation assistance.

Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility Loans

In this Ask the Expert, Toni Williams answers questions about how Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFLs)
provide low-interest financing to help producers build or upgrade commodity storage facilities. Toni is the
Agricultural Program Manager for FSFLs at the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Toni has worked for FSA for more than 32 years and is responsible for providing national policy and guidance
for Farm Storage Facility Loans.

What are Farm Storage Facility Loans?

Farm Storage Facility Loans provide low-interest financing for eligible producers to build or upgrade facilities to
store commodities.

The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address an existing grain shortage. Historically, FSFLs
benefitted grain farmers, but a change in the 2008 Farm Bill extended the program to fruit and vegetable
producers for cold storage. An additional change extended the program to washing and packing sheds, where
fresh produce is washed, sorted, graded, labeled, boxed up, and stored before it heads to market. Since May
2000, FSA has made more than 40,000 loans for on-farm storage.

Eligible facility types include grain bins, hay barns, bulk tanks, and facilities for cold storage. Drying and
handling and storage equipment including storage and handling trucks are also eligible. Eligible facilities and
equipment may be new or used, permanently affixed or portable.

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-loans-with-toni-williams.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan
application to provide improved customer experience for producers applying for loans
from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The simplified direct loan application enables
producers to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from 29 to 13 pages.
Producers will also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare
a traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The
paper and electronic versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The tool
is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version compatible
with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet Explorer.
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The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements that
are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

Y

USDA Service Center

625 South Washington St, Ste A
PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110

Phone: 307-886-9001 Fax: 855-415-3426

County Executive Director District Conservationist

Dee Harbach 307-226-3035 Adam Clark 307-226-3037

Program Technician Rangeland Management Specialist

Kresta Hedges 307-226-3034 Janessa Julson 307-226-3038
kresta.hedges@usda.gov janessa.julson@usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager

Brian Harrell 307-240-3199

County Committee

Kelly Johnson
Kim Clark
Deanna Clark



https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc20e93e73db1420ad64008db2a4b7dde%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638150275943532152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8KnPaAG%2F3jSZZXI%2Bv8%2Bvsz5A6SdsgSFiX5ZgwhYoqw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:dee.harbach@usda.gov
mailto:adam.clark@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:brian.harrell@usda.gov




	County Office Message
	USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers Impacted by Recent Winter Storms 
	USDA Announces Availability of Inflation Reduction Act Funding for Climate-Smart Agriculture
	Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility Loans
	USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to Improve Customer Service
	USDA Service Center

