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From Darla's Desk... 
Just a few reminders: 

Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) For those producers that will be or that have 
shorn their sheep, and are interested in receiving a wool LDP, you must sign the 
CCC-633EZ page 1, prior to losing beneficial interest.  If you have already signed 
page 1, you will be required to furnish the following information on page 4 of the 
CCC-633EZ to receive an LDP: 
1.  Certified or production evidence of wool weights with receipts. 

2.  Flock size, which includes the number of ewes, yearlings and rams shorn. 
3.  Shearing date. 
4.  The breed of your sheep. 

The CCC-633EZ page 4, will then need to be signed, dated, and shares entered. 

Interested in NAP for 2024? In order to benefit in 2024 you must be enrolled in the program and have 
purchased coverage for the eligible crop you produce in the crop year, in which the loss incurred, due to a 
qualifying natural disaster. December 1, 2023 is the final day to enroll fall seeded crops, perennial forage 
and honey for the 2024 program year. 

NAP Service Fees NAP offers varying levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 
percent increments.  Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year 
of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. For all coverage levels, 
the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed a total of 
$1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  Beginning, limited resource and targeted 
underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction 
when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher 
Certification.” 

 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please 
report any changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an 
incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also report 
changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation in which you 
reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in 
their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their 
Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cb2aa5cce61b34304d80508dba35a12dd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638283379824030635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gJNkI0wIkj3MqCwgxsoUGniuj4imQaF%2FqXcfVgV6ccM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cb2aa5cce61b34304d80508dba35a12dd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638283379824030635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pm4RopNdGwNjxWvKB%2BHqUkGuOFHIkgThJtlED2ufGGo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cb2aa5cce61b34304d80508dba35a12dd%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638283379824030635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oCJ4mEpzXbv1vSjTEnLhQIy9TJ8vwUl7NxymUwc9kkk%3D&reserved=0


 

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm 
Meets Conservation Compliance  

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native 
vegetation to commodity crop production after December 23, 1985.  As part of 
the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re 
proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual 
tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that 
has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to 
December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a 
conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil 

erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly 
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop 
insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you 
are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation 
Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to 
NRCS to determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are 
required to implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for 
the predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands, 
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation 
provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA 
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, 
contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov 
to find information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help 
farmers finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase 
of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to 
better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA0MDUuNzQ2NzU5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.-ARhDHHm60VgEIsr2cmwJKay2-xCh83UU0a8Qdm0xJs/s/1119596287/br/157444585389-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms 
and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA 
service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to 
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the 
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage 
accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information 
feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into 
the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the 
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-
assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from 
natural disasters. 

 

NRCS Unveiled New Website in 2022 
NRCS unveiled a new website last year, which was designed for you, whether you’re a 
farmer, rancher or forest landowner who uses Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) conservation programs or one of our partners who helps us deliver on the 
conservation mission. 

The new NRCS site has been designed to support and enhance our mission by 
delivering relevant, timely, customer-focused information in an easy-to-navigate 
platform.  

Key features include:  

• It’s been designed using the U.S. Web Design System, so you’ll see a certain “family resemblance” 
among USDA and other federal websites, including farmers.gov.  

• It’s accessible (or 508 conformant), meaning the site is designed for use by people with disabilities.   
• It’s mobile responsive, meaning that it should work on a phone or tablet at easily as on a desktop 

computer.    
Be sure to check out our:  

• Guides and Instructions- Search by resource type, NRCS program, natural resource concern, and 
state.   

• Getting Assistance- Learn more about available technical and financial assistance and how you can 
get support online as well as with the NRCS at your local Service Center.  

• Conservation by State- Find information on NRCS programs, services and other information in your 
state.  

If you can’t find something that you used to find on our website, contact us and we can help.  
 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2Z1bmQ_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDgxMS44MTAwMjUxMSJ9.fJ0V7bRxinIcBw_lLCAMnfX7CLna8GcEC6kQmdjAFXg/s/1119596287/br/224106606782-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3JlY292ZXIvZGlzYXN0ZXItYXNzaXN0YW5jZS10b29sP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSNzdGVwLTEiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwODExLjgxMDAyNTExIn0.QiawvD6tXspOiuiCfuEegVEyl0kEZszSktV98hN5m0s/s/1119596287/br/224106606782-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3JlY292ZXIvZGlzYXN0ZXItYXNzaXN0YW5jZS10b29sP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSNzdGVwLTEiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwODExLjgxMDAyNTExIn0.QiawvD6tXspOiuiCfuEegVEyl0kEZszSktV98hN5m0s/s/1119596287/br/224106606782-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5yY3MudXNkYS5nb3YvcmVzb3VyY2VzP3Jlc291cmNlX3R5cGU9MTkmdGl0bGU9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA4MjEuODE0MzQwODEifQ._DF8iTB1bAJ251pAmiJ48x50i7P7F6cUgvWqnu1qG0E/s/1119596287/br/224582553260-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5yY3MudXNkYS5nb3YvZ2V0dGluZy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA4MjEuODE0MzQwODEifQ.oC5Nb60dk1kHp7SYNjNnMqanqapEPLbjsiJHZ0GSp14/s/1119596287/br/224582553260-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5yY3MudXNkYS5nb3YvY29uc2VydmF0aW9uLWJhc2ljcy9jb25zZXJ2YXRpb24tYnktc3RhdGU_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDgyMS44MTQzNDA4MSJ9.C0_NPs8nB4CGMdrxRffB5MP_2tbEKrW9mtA0GYuamz8/s/1119596287/br/224582553260-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:FPAC.BC.ExternalAffairs@usda.gov?subject=NRCS%20new%20website


 

  

Park County USDA Service Center 
1017 Highway 14A 
Powell, WY 82435 

Phone: 307-754-9411 
Fax: 855-415-3438 

County Executive Director 
Darla Rhodes 

darla.rhodes@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 
Rory Karhu 

rory.karhu@usda.gov 

County Executive Director Trainee 
Charlton Bennett 

Program Technician 
Alyssa Stanley 

 
Farm Loan Manger 
Jolene Beiswenger 

 
Farm Loan Analyst 

Tanya Butz 

Soil Conservationist 
Dicksie Hildebrand 

 
Soil Conservation Technician 

Randy Gibson 
 

Engineer 
Leslie Hackworth 

 
Soil Conservationist 

Justin Thomas 

County Committee 
Emily Karst - Chairperson 

Lynn George - Vice-Chairperson 
Tim Accord - Regular Member 

Next County Committee Meeting: TBD 
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