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From Darla’s desk… 
Wow… where has the summer gone?  It seems like yesterday, people were busy 
planting, calving, and lambing, and now here we are looking at finishing harvest and 
weaning!  Whew… what a whirlwind! 

If you are making any changes to your farming operation, i.e., picking up new land, 
letting land go, changing shares in your corporation, forming an entity, or even changing 
your financial institution, please keep us informed of these changes to allow us to better 
assist you during program signups. 

Wishing you a safe and prosperous harvest and as always, we are here to serve your agricultural needs.  

Important Dates to Remember: 

November 6 – Ballots to be mailed to eligible voters in LAA #2 

November 10 – Office closed for Veteran’s Day 

November 23 – Office closed for Thanksgiving 

December 1 – NAP Fall Crop Application Deadline 

December 4 – Deadline for ballots to be returned to County office 

December 13 – COC Election Day 

December 25 – Office closed for Christmas 

January 1 – Office closed for New Year’s 
 

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections  

The 2023 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on 
November 6, 2023, when ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to 
return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is December 4, 2023. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA 
and provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and 
ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, 
applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price 

support programs; conservation programs; incentive, indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cd01e6b796fec40ef87b308dbd4aeaad5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638337618883295431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b1%2FCHhPa8tD1Q7X%2BYN6Pgp7pOqwWoLeQEuXnjaHn%2Bxo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cd01e6b796fec40ef87b308dbd4aeaad5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638337618883295431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RK9SqVWcW1CEed6jK0Hh17Py8fdtwts8V%2FkltZKHY1A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cd01e6b796fec40ef87b308dbd4aeaad5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638337618883295431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9LgpH7gTSZIigWe0SbkaJyanv41xifi0evS1X8W9uJc%3D&reserved=0


emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out 
federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must: 

• Be of legal voting age or, if not of legal voting age, supervise and conduct the farming operation of an 
entire farm. 

• Have an interest in a farm or ranch as either:  
o An individual who meets one or more of the following:  

 Is eligible and capable to vote in one’s own right. 
 Is a partner of a general partnership. 
 Is a member of a joint venture. 

o Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that is provided by law. A cooperating 
producer is someone who has provided information to FSA about their farming or ranching 
operation(s) but may not have applied or received program benefits. 

Eligible voters in Local Administrative Area #2, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local 
FSA county office. Customers can identify which LAA they or their farming operation is in by using our new 
GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Newly elected committee members will take office January 1, 2024. 

The candidate in this year’s election is: 

Adam George is nominated in LAA #2 in Park County, Wyoming, to serve as a County Committee member 
for a 3-year term.  Adam resides between Cody and Powell on his family’s dairy operation, where they 
produce corn and alfalfa.  After college, Adam returned to the dairy and has been there for 16 years. 

More information on county committees can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections or by contacting the Park 
County FSA office. 

 

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm 
Meets Conservation Compliance 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to 
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation 
provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural 
commodities (crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and 
sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop 
history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a 
conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly 
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop 
insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are 
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,” 
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to 
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to 
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the 
predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7Cd01e6b796fec40ef87b308dbd4aeaad5%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638337618883295431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c3eGfjiKjcfuBP0PZPs%2Fl70ulB%2BgesxxpUVW%2F1v4arM%3D&reserved=0


In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands, 
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation 
provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA 
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact 
your local USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA To Provide Additional Financial Assistance to 
Qualifying Guaranteed Farm Loan Borrowers Facing 
Financial RiskConservation Practices Can Protect 
Livestock from Harmful Algal Blooms This Summer 
The USDA announced it will begin providing additional, automatic financial 
assistance for qualifying guaranteed Farm Loan Programs (FLP) 
borrowers who are facing financial risk. The announcement is part of the 
$3.1 billion to help certain distressed farm loan borrowers that was 
provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act. 

Since the Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law by President Biden in August 2022, USDA has provided 
approximately $1.15 billion in assistance to more than 20,000 distressed borrowers as a part of an ongoing 
effort to keep borrowers farming, remove obstacles that currently prevent many borrowers from returning to 
their land, and improve the way that USDA approaches borrowing and loan servicing in the long-term. The 
financial assistance announced today will provide qualifying distressed guaranteed loan borrowers with 
financial assistance similar to what was already provided to distressed direct loan borrowers. Based on 
current analysis, the financial assistance announced today will assist an estimated approximately 3,500 
eligible borrowers, subject to change as payments are finalized.    An FLP guaranteed loan borrower is 
distressed if they qualify under one of the options below. FLP guaranteed borrowers who qualify under 
multiple options will receive a payment based on the option that provides the greatest payment amount: 

Payment of any outstanding delinquency on all qualifying FLP guaranteed loans as of Oct. 18, 2022. This 
includes any guaranteed loan borrowers who did not receive an automatic payment in 2022 on that loan 
because they were not yet 60 days delinquent as of Sept. 30, 2022, as well as guaranteed borrowers that 
became delinquent on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan between September 30, 2022, and Oct.18, 2022.   

Payment on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan for which a guaranteed loan borrower received a loan 
restructure, which modified the guaranteed loan maturity date, between March 1, 2020, and Aug. 11, 2023. 
The payment amount will be the lesser of the post-restructure annual installment or the amount required to 
pay the loan in full. The guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug. 11, 2023. 

Payments on certain deferred amounts on qualifying FLP guaranteed loans, not to exceed $100,000, for 
guaranteed borrowers who received a deferral or another type of payment extension, for at least 45 days, 
between March 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2022, from their guaranteed lender on that qualifying guaranteed loan 
in response to COVID-19, disasters, or other revenue shortfalls. The Inflation Reduction Act payment amount 
will be the lesser of the most recent deferral or extension amount on the qualifying FLP guaranteed loan, or 
the amount required to pay that loan in full. The guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug. 
11, 2023. 

This assistance is only available for FLP guaranteed loan borrowers who did not or will not receive an initial 
payment on the same FLP guaranteed loan under Inflation Reduction Act assistance announced in October 
2022.   Distressed guaranteed borrowers qualifying for this assistance will receive a United States 
Department of the Treasury check that is jointly payable to the borrower and the lender. These borrowers will 
also receive a letter from FSA informing them of Inflation Reduction Act assistance they will receive as well as 
instructions to make an appointment with their lender to process the payment and apply it to their qualifying 



guaranteed loan accounts. Guaranteed lenders will receive an email in the coming days informing them of 
this assistance and any next steps. Lenders will also receive letters informing them which borrowers will 
receive assistance and the amount of assistance they will receive.    Any distressed guaranteed borrowers 
who qualify for these forms of assistance and are currently in bankruptcy will be addressed using the same 
case-by-case review process announced in October 2022 for complex cases.    FSA will also provide relief to 
qualifying FLP guaranteed loan borrowers determined to be distressed borrowers based on liability for 
remaining federal debt subject to debt collection and garnishment after the liquidation of their guaranteed loan 
account as of July 31, 2023. This will allow some borrowers to potentially return to farming. Guaranteed 
borrowers who qualify for this assistance will have their federal debt paid automatically by FSA and will 
receive a letter informing them of the payment made on their federal debt.    All letters to qualifying 
guaranteed loan borrowers will contain instructions for opting out of assistance if a borrower chooses to do 
so.  

Important Tax Information   Similar to other USDA Inflation Reduction Act assistance, payments provided to 
borrowers and payments to be applied to FSA farm loan accounts will be reported to the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS). Borrowers receiving this assistance will receive a 1099 form from FSA. Please note that 
payments over $600 are subject to Federal and State Income Taxes and will be reflected on your annual 
1099 form. Borrowers are encouraged to consult a tax professional with all tax-related questions regarding 
any Inflation Reduction Act assistance received. USDA also has tax-related resources at 
farmers.gov/taxes.  Individual Requests for Farmers Seeking Assistance  

In addition to the automatic payments announced today for distressed guaranteed loan borrowers, FSA 
continues to accept and review individual distressed borrower assistance requests from direct loan borrowers 
who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their next scheduled installment on a qualifying direct 
FLP loan. All FSA direct borrowers should have received a letter detailing the eligibility criteria and process for 
seeking this type of assistance, which is available even before they become delinquent. As the letter details, 
borrowers who are within two months of their next installment may seek a cash flow analysis from FSA using 
a recent balance sheet and operating plan to determine their eligibility.  

FSA direct borrowers also received a letter detailing an opportunity to receive assistance if they took certain 
extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their qualifying direct FLP loans, such as taking on or 
refinancing more debt, selling property, or cashing out retirement or college savings accounts.   

Borrowers can submit requests for extraordinary measures or cash flow-based assistance in person at their 
local FSA office or by sending in a direct request using the farmers.gov 22006 assistance request portals 
at farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance. All requests for assistance must be received 
by Dec. 31, 2023.  
 

 

 

  

Park County USDA Service Center 
1017 Highway 14A 
Powell, WY 82435 

Phone: 307-754-9411 
Fax: 855-415-3438 

County Executive Director 
Darla Rhodes 

darla.rhodes@usda.gov 

District Conservationist 
Rory Karhu 

rory.karhu@usda.gov 

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-letter-to-financially-distressed-borrowers.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-letter-extraordinary-measures.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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County Executive Director Trainee 
Charlton Bennett 

Program Technician 
Alyssa Stanley 

 
Farm Loan Manger 
Jolene Beiswenger 

 
Farm Loan Analyst 

Tanya Butz 

Soil Conservationist 
Dicksie Hildebrand 

 
Soil Conservation Technician 

Randy Gibson 
 

Engineer 
Leslie Hackworth 

 
Soil Conservationist 

Justin Thomas 

    
    

County Committee 
Emily Karst - Chairperson 

Lynn George - Vice-Chairperson 
Tim Accord - Regular Member 

Next County Committee Meeting: October 25, 2023 
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