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USDA Offers Feed Loss Assistance to Wyoming Livestock
Producers Impacted by Recent Winter Storm

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Executive
Director SED William Bunce in Wyoming today announced that producers who
suffered livestock and/or honeybee feed or grazing losses due to the recent
winter storm could be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).

"The recent winter storm affected many livestock operations, leaving livestock
stranded which leaves producers with snow removal costs as well as increased
feed expenses," said Bunce. “ELAP provides emergency relief for losses due to
feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by
other disaster programs,” he said.

Feed Costs and Snow Removal

ELAP assists producers with additional livestock feed purchased above normal quantities. Associated
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal may be eligible as a part of your additional feed
expenses.

ELAP covers up to 150 lost grazing days. If a producer has been forced to remove livestock from a grazing
pasture due to an eligible disaster condition, FSA can assist with eligible grazing losses if greater than eligible
additional feed expenses. Assistance with transportation costs of livestock, forage, and/or water are only for
drought events.

Producers are required to maintain records and receipts which include but are not limited to the costs of
transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, receipts for equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow
removal, and feed purchase receipts.

Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
apparent. A notice of loss can be made over the phone. Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for
payment for 2023 ELAP assistance is January 30, 2024. Once the 2023 payment rates are established, FSA
will review applications for approval.



“Producers should call their local FSA to submit a notice of loss and for more specific information on required
records, receipts and documentation,” said Bunce.

Livestock Losses

Producers who experience livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality may be eligible for the Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP). To participate in LIP, producers will have to provide verifiable documentation of their
inventory and the death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event. A notice of loss must be
submitted to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.

For more information regarding ELAP, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right
for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen events, but
not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA)
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage
against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops
impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available are
generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock consumption,
biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental nursery,
and others. Contact your local FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before or during
harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed,
contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” and pay
the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be filed by
the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact your local FSA office to verify application closing
dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP crops.

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic Provisions, which
describes NAP requirements for coverage. NAP participants must report crop acreage shortly after planting
and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records when required by FSA.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and number of
counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of
$15,750 per person or legal entity.

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic NAP coverage for all eligible
crops beginning with crop year 2022. These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic
coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we
recommend you contact your local USDA service center.
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USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and Forest
Manager Prospectlve Customer Survey

" You can now take a nationwide survey to help the USDA improve and increase
888 access to its programs and services for America’s farmers, ranchers, and forest
| managers. The survey includes new and existing customers. USDA encourages
all agricultural producers to take the survey, especially those who have not
worked with USDA previously. The survey gathers feedback on programs and
services available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency

(RMA).

The survey is available online at farmers.gov/survey, and you should complete it by March 31,

2023. Stakeholder organizations are also encouraged to share the survey link through their networks. The
survey is available in 14 different languages including Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Hmong, Korean,
Navajo, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu and Vietnamese.

In addition to the online survey, the FPAC Business Center, which is administering the survey, will also mail
11,000 printed surveys to various local state stakeholder organizations and farmers markets.

Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and Pandemic
Assistance Programs

Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important programs for
revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs equitably fill
gaps in earlier assistance.

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two if you
experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you experienced revenue
losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted
at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both programs during your
same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a single
disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-based program
that you’ve applied for with FSA.

Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, ensuring that
producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the financial stability to invest in the long-
term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue between a
benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the disaster year — designed to
target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative
payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020
calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a typical year. PARP
revenue loss is based on calendar years.
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How to Apply

In preparation for enroliment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022
for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP
program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC)
Certification.

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher
Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits
or reduced fees and premiums.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their
local USDA Service Center.

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, implementation and delivery of the
programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also believe that some of the most creative and useful ideas
for program and process improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this assistance through
our network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the country, along with the
entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but also providing their input to make sure that we
can improve and enhance our programs and our approach to assistance to better and more efficiently serve all
producers who need our help.

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, PARP and our full
portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster assistance programs.

USDA Climate Hubs

The USDA Climate Hubs translate climate science into action, putting USDA
research and resources into practice. The Hubs develop and deliver science-
based, region-specific information and technology to natural resource and USDA Climate Hubs
agricultural managers to help you make climate-informed decisions that reduce [
agricultural risk and build resilience to climate change. Our useful tools can help
you plan for and manage weather- and climate-related risks.

The Climate Hubs offer a variety of resources to help you manage weather and climate-risks, including tools
and technology, outreach and education, and risk assessments:

e Tools and technology to help you respond effectively to climate change impacts including drought,
extreme weather events, and changing growing seasons. We provide coordinated technical support to
enhance USDA program delivery, especially to underserved and vulnerable communities.

The following tools can help you make informed management decisions on your operation:
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o Adaptation Workbook: A flexible process to consider the potential effects of climate change and design
land management and conservation actions to prepare for changing conditions.

e Grass-Cast: A grassland and forage productivity forecast for ranchers and rangeland managers.

e AgRisk Viewer: A new platform to access, analyze, and visualize historical crop insurance loss data to
inform risk management efforts.

e Seedlot Selection Tool: A web-based mapping application that uses current or future climates to match
seedlots and planting sites.

e Outreach, education, and technical support on innovative ways to help lower barriers to adaptation,
mitigation, and resilience-building:

o Hurricane preparedness and recovery commodity guides: Guides to help producers prepare for
and recover from hurricane events.

o ‘AsIf You Were There’ 360 Demonstrations: A unique collection of virtual field tours to
experience how others are adapting to and mitigating extreme weather and climate-driven
events.

o Pacific Northwest Biochar Atlas: Science-based guidance regarding biochar and its benefits,
decision-support tools for biochar application, and case studies from early adopters.

e Regional assessments of risk and vulnerability and user-friendly information and data to support risk
management and climate change response.

The Climate Hubs are a unique collaboration that connects USDA research and program agencies like the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Risk Management Agency
(RMA), Economic Research Service, and Foreign Agricultural Service, among others.

We support USDA stakeholders by providing vulnerability assessments, curating decision-making tools, and
facilitating stakeholder outreach on climate change and its impacts on working lands.

The Climate Hubs also amplify the work of other USDA agencies to ensure USDA is meeting the needs of
customers like you.

e For example, the Southwest Climate Hub worked with RMA to provide more accessible, discoverable,
and usable crop insurance data through the AgRisk Viewer.

e Our Northern Plains Climate Hub developed a grassland and forage productivity model and rangeland
drought dashboard working closely with agencies and partners.

e At our Northeast Climate Hub, the NRCS liaison developed a webinar training titled “Helping farmers
help the land through climate-smart farming” highlighting NRCS resource concerns and practices.

There are 10 regional Climate Hubs across the nation co-located at Agricultural Research Service (ARS) and
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) research units. To find your regional Climate Hub contacts

visit climatehubs.usda.gov/contact. For more information on the Climate Hubs, visit climatehubs.usda.gov/. We
are happy to help connect producers, USDA staff, and stakeholders to each other and to the best resources
USDA has to offer.

It’s tax season! Let farmers.gov help!

%) On-demand webinars, tax estimator tool, and more
A= FARMERS. GOV

wmnnneen  FiliNG taxes can be challenging, especially if you are new to USDA programs or

Get Help This running a farm business, or if you are trying to forecast your farm’s tax bill.
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To support farmers and ranchers, USDA is partnering with tax experts from
across the country to connect producers to information and resources related to
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taxes and USDA program payments, including those from the Inflation Reduction Act for distressed borrowers.
RSVP for webinars or use the new tax estimator tool.

TO LEARN MORE farmers.gov/taxes.

USDA Makes $31 Million in Grants Available to Help
Farmers and Ranchers Add More Value to Their Products to
Access New and Better Markets

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Under Secretary Xochitl Torres Small today
announced that USDA is making $31 million in grants available to help farmers and ranchers access new and
better markets by adding more value to their products.

USDA is making the grants available under the Value-Added Producer Grant program. The grants help
agricultural producers generate new products, create marketing opportunities and increase their incomes
through value-added activities.

USDA is offering priority points to projects that advance key priorities under the Biden-Harris Administration to
help rural communities and people address climate change and environmental justice, advance racial justice,
place-based equity, and opportunity, and create more and better market opportunities.

Eligible applicants include independent producers, agricultural producer groups, farmer or rancher
cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures.

Funding priority will be given to beginning farmers or ranchers who are military veterans or socially
disadvantaged individuals; small and mid-sized family farms or ranches; and farmer or rancher cooperatives.
Priority also will be given to projects that propose a mid-tier value chain by developing a supply network that
moves agricultural products from production through consumption in a local or regional market.

The funding may be used for planning activities or working capital expenses related to producing and
marketing a value-added agricultural product. Planning activities may include conducting feasibility studies and
developing business plans. Working capital expenses may include costs associated with processing,
marketing, advertising, inventory and salaries.

The maximum award for a planning grant is $75,000. The maximum award for a working capital grant is
$250,000.

Electronic applications will be accepted via Grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on May 11, 2023. Paper
applications must be sent to the State Office where the project is proposed.

Paper applications must be postmarked and mailed or sent overnight by May 16, 2023. Applications also may
be delivered in person or emailed to the Wyoming State Office by close of business May 16, 2023.

Additional information is available on page 16396 of the March 17 Federal Register or by contacting the
Wyoming State Office.

If you'd like to subscribe to USDA Rural Development updates, visit our GovDelivery subscriber page.

WY State Office

951 Werner Ct Ste 130
Casper, WY 82601
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Phone: 307-261-5231
Fax: 855-415-3427

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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