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USDA Offers Livestock Disaster Program Flexibilities;
Responds to Needs Expressed by Producers Hard-Hit by
Drought and Winter Storms

Program Application Deadlines Extended to June 2

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) has provided additional flexibilities and
further enhanced disaster recovery assistance provided by the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP),
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LEP) in response to needs expressed by livestock producers in the Western
U.S. who have experienced significant feed, forage, animal and infrastructure
loss from preexisting, long-term drought conditions further compounded by
unprecedented snowfall and winter storms. These livestock disaster program policy enhancements include an
extended June 2, 2023, deadline to submit notices of loss and applications for payment for 2022 losses. The
deadline extension and program flexibilities are available to eligible producers nationwide who incurred losses
from a qualifying natural disaster event.

Impacted producers are encouraged contact their FSA county offices to take advantage of ELAP
enhancements. Expenses eligible for assistance can include above normal feed purchases, above normal
freight, even snow removal in some cases. This Administration continues to demonstrate our understanding
of and commitment to livestock production. Last year, we changed a policy in LIP to better reflect the
investment producers have in newborn livestock. This year, cognizant of the fact that many of our producers
are managing open range operations, unprecedented amounts of snow, and in some cases are just now
realizing all their losses, we are extending the deadline to apply for these critical programs to allow these
producers the time they need to manage their recovery.

LIP and ELAP reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died
because of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed, and forage. LFP provides
benefits for grazing losses due to a qualifying drought or wildfire. For fire, losses must occur on federally
managed lands. ELAP provides benefits for grazing losses not covered under LFP.

New Program Applications for 2022

e FSA s accepting 2022 LIP notices of loss and applications for payment through June 2, 2023, for all
covered livestock that may have been eligible in 2022.
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e Producers who did not sign up for ELAP assistance for hauling livestock, forage and feedstuff hauling
or other losses covered under ELAP in 2022 can also apply through June 2, 2023.

e FSA will accept LFP applications for only newly eligible covered livestock through June 2, 2023.

e All required supporting documentation must be received and on file in the county office by the
established deadline.

Revising 2022 Applications

Producers who have a 2022 ELAP, LIP or LFP application on file with FSA as of the program deadline or were
placed on an approved register, may revise their application with the newly updated eligible livestock no later
than June 2, 2023.

Filing a Notice of Loss for ELAP due to 2022 and 2023 Drought

To support program access for counties that do not currently have a 365-day grazing season, FSA is waiving
the 30-day timeframe for producers to submit a notice of loss for the 2023 ELAP program year due to
qualifying drought in calendar years 2022 or 2023. Producers can now submit a notice of loss from the date
the loss is apparent, as far back as Jan. 1, 2023, for 2022 eligible losses and 2023 eligible losses that occur
before June 2, 2023.

For counties that have a 365-day grazing season, producers must have a qualifying drought in the 2023
calendar year to be eligible for 2023 livestock, water and feed hauling in 2023.

More Information

Livestock producers must provide evidence that livestock death was due to an eligible adverse weather event
or loss condition. In addition, livestock producers should bring supporting evidence, including documentation
of the number and kind of livestock that died, photographs or video records to document the loss, purchase
records, veterinarian records, production records and other similar documents. Owners who sold injured
livestock for a reduced price because the livestock were injured due to an adverse weather event, must
provide verifiable evidence of the reduced sale of the livestock.

Producers can apply for ELAP, LFP and LIP benefits at their local FSA county office. For more information or
to submit a notice of loss or an application for payment, please contact your local FSA office or visit
farmers.gov/recover.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in
rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

Don’t Miss Your Opportunity to be Represented in Ag
Census Data

Time is running out to respond to the 2022 Census of Agriculture! Thank you to the producers who have
already completed the ag census. If you have not responded, there is still time. By federal law, the ag
census questionnaire needs to be completed by everyone who received it, including landowners who
lease land to producers, those involved in conservation programs, even those who may have received
the ag census and did not farm in 2022.

Strong response means strong data; these data will inform decisions that will help shape the future of
American agriculture for the next five or six years. By not responding, you risk being unrepresented and
therefore underserved in farm programs and funding, crop insurance rates, rural development, disaster
assistance, and more. Return your ag census by mail or fill it out online at agcounts.usda.gov. Learn more at
nass.usda.gov/AgCensus and respond today. Learn more at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus and respond today.
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USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents
Online

Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural

8 Resources Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in
just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete

business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations.

Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS

programs.

g, 5 & Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be
managed and shared Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access
their secure Box account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned,
uploaded, and shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS
customer with access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity.

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can
confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or a
personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed
through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become
available to the appropriate Service Center staff.

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and
sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital
signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting
business with FSA or NRCS.

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few
simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff know
you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one quick
phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process.

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional
resources for conducting business with USDA online.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in
catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate
risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help
with recovery.

Risk Manageent

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576)
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within
72 hours.

Disaster Assistance
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USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable,
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage.
And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop
acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts of
drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, vines
or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance coverage,
which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 days
and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event.
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped
video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use these loans to
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related
debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through

its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency
animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. AlLUSDA Service
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of
the pandemic.

A Q&A on Choosing a Tax Professional
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If you participate in USDA programs, it’s time to start preparing to file your taxes. In this Ask the Expert, Dr.
Tamara Cushing answers questions about choosing a tax professional. Dr. Cushing is an Extension Forest
Business Specialist from the University of Florida who works to educate landowners, foresters and tax
professionals about the economics of growing trees, tax interactions with forestry and landowner succession.

What Qualifies Someone to Complete Your Tax Return?

e Here are some qualifications to look for: A degree in accounting and possibly in taxation; maybe a law
degree.

e Certification by a state licensing body or the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). This may include CPA,
Licensed Tax Consultant (LTC), Licensed Tax Preparer (LTP), Enrolled Agent (EA), and tax attorney.
Also, some Certified Financial Planners (CFP) can provide tax services. Some states require paid
preparers to have specific qualifications to complete state tax returns and some don’t. Qualified,
licensed and or certified tax preparers may be found through various locations some of which will be
discussed later in this Q&A.

e Some preparers may not hold educational or other professional credentials but are IRS-authorized.
These preparers will have a PTIN (Preparer tax identification number) and complete continuing
education courses required by the IRS and or state regulatory agency.

e All preparers should have a PTIN.

To read the full blog visit https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-choosing-tax-professional-with-
tamara-cushing.

Share Your Plant 2023 Stories

Spring is finally here and for many, this is a time of hope and renewal. As some
head to the local hardware store to kickstart outdoor improvements, America’s

ﬂ agricultural producers are already putting their spring plans into action, planting
the seeds that will feed, fuel, and clothe us later in the year.

As in years past, we’'d like to showcase the planting season stories of farmers and ranchers across America.
To share yours, make a post on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter with photos or video and tag @FarmersGov.
Be sure to include where you are and what you’'re working on in your post. You can also direct message us
through any of our @FarmersGov social media accounts.

Alternatively, email us at SM.FP.Social@usda.gov with your name or the name of your operation, your
location (city/county and state), and information about what’s happening in your photos or videos.

Need more ideas on what makes a great #Plant23 photo? Check out highlights from previous years:

e Plant 2022
e Plant 2021
e Plant 2020

Make sure to follow @FarmersGov on Facebook, Twitter, and_Instagram, and we look forward to sharing your
story!

WY State FSA Office

951 Werner Ct Ste 130
Casper, WY 82601
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Phone: 307-261-5231
Fax: 855-415-3427

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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