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Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County
Committees

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting nominations for
County Committes Elections 3022 . . . .
W e county committee members for elections that will occur later this year.

#5« Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to
make it easier for producers to participate in the nomination and election
processes for county committee members, who make important decisions on
how federal farm programs are administered locally.

All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1,
2023.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA
committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include LAAs that are focused on an
urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

o Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation
to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or
others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers,
women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.
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More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban farmers should use an Nomination forms and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.

Share Your Plant 2023 Stories

Spring is finally here and for many, this is a time of hope and renewal. As some
head to the local hardware store to kickstart outdoor improvements, America’s
agricultural producers are already putting their spring plans into action, planting
the seeds that will feed, fuel, and clothe us later in the year.

As in years past, we’d like to showcase the planting season stories of farmers
and ranchers across America. To share yours, make a post on Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter with photos or video and tag @FarmersGov. Be sure to include where you are and what
you’re working on in your post. You can also direct message us through any of our @FarmersGov social
media accounts.

Alternatively, email us at SM.FP.Social@usda.gov with your name or the name of your operation, your
location (city/county and state), and information about what's happening in your photos or videos.

Need more ideas on what makes a great #Plant23 photo? Check out highlights from previous years:

e Plant 2022
e Plant 2021
e Plant 2020

Make sure to follow @FarmersGov on Facebook, Twitter, and_Instagram, and we look forward to sharing your
story!

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss
Programs to July 14

. USDA is extending the deadline for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
= Phase Two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14,
. B 2023, to give producers more time to apply for assistance. The original

EMERGENCY e dl deadline was June 2.
RELIEF PROGRAR

¢ Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with nine

- - “&% organizations to provide educational and technical assistance to agricultural
producers and provide assistance in completing an ERP Phase Two application. The extended deadline will
give producers more time to work with these partner organizations and apply for assistance.

Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance Through cooperative agreements
with FSA, the following organizations are providing free assistance to producers across the United States and
territories.

e Alabama State Association of Cooperatives

e Farmers Legal Action Group, INC.

e Flower Hill Institute

e Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc
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e North South Institute
e Renewing the Countryside I

e Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA

e Rural Coalition
e Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO

Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by phone or through
online meeting software like Zoom or Microsoft Teams.

There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative agreement
recipients. These organizations will assist producers with completing the application and any follow-up future
insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive ERP payments are statutorily required to purchase
crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available
crop years. These organizations will not collect producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act
on the producer’s behalf in any way throughout this process.

Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine organizations
please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index.

PARP Application Assistance USDA will host a webinar that focus on completing the PARP application
form on June 8, 2023 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. eastern with members of the National Farm Income Tax
Extension Committee. Register here.

Eligibility To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross
revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying
natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that were not covered by Federal
Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP were included in the
assistance under ERP Phase One.

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least
part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020
calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is considered
allowable gross revenue for each respective program.

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two and
PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage
reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase Two application, PARP
application and acreage reporting during the same office visit.

More Information For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP
Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP application
video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA is Providing $130 Million in Assistance to Help
Farmers Facing Financial Risk

USDA announced that nearly $130 million in additional, automatic financial assistance has been obligated
for qualifying farm loan program borrowers who are facing financial risk. The announcement is part of the
$3.1 billion to help distressed farm loan borrowers that was provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA).

Since the IRA was signed by President Biden in August 2022, including the payments announced today,
USDA is providing approximately $1.1 billion in immediate assistance to more than 20,000 distressed
borrowers.
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Borrowers who received these automatic payments include Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct loan borrowers
whose interest exceeded principle owed on outstanding debts; borrowers who had a balance up to 60 days
past due as of Sept. 30, 2022 and remained delinquent; and borrowers with a recent restructure between
Feb. 28, 2020, through March 27, 2023, or who had accepted an offer to restructure on or before March 27,
2023, but had not yet closed that restructure.

Individual Applications for Farmers Seeking Assistance

In May, FSA will begin accepting and reviewing individual distressed borrower assistance requests from direct
loan borrowers who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their next scheduled installment. All
FSA borrowers should have received a letter detailing the process for seeking this type of assistance even
before they become delinquent. As the letter details, borrowers who are within two months of their next
installment may seek a cashflow analysis from FSA using a recent balance sheet and operating plan to
determine their eligibility. Also in May, FSA borrowers will receive a letter detailing a new opportunity to
receive assistance if they took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their loans, such as
taking on or refinancing more debt, selling property, or cashing out retirement or college savings accounts.
FSA also plans to begin working through these types of cases in May.

As USDA learns more about the types of situations financially distressed farmers are facing, the Department
will continue to update borrowers and the public about new eligibility criteria. USDA will also provide regular
updates about its progress in deploying this funding to farmers who need it.

USDA Announces New Steps to Enhance Organic Markets
and Support Producers

The USDA is taking additional steps as part of its commitment to strengthen the market for
domestically grown organic goods, and to support producers seeking organic certification.
USDA These funding opportunities are part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)

Organic Transition Initiative, launched in fall 2022, which is a suite of offerings to help
w existing organic farmers and those transitioning to organic production and processing.
Consumer demand for organically produced goods surpassed $67 billion in 2022, and multi-
year trends of strong growth in the sector provide market incentives for U.S. farmers across a broad range of
products. However, through public comment and listening sessions USDA has heard that producers may be
less willing to commit to the three-year transition to organic certification because of risks related to inadequate
organic processing, storage, and handling capacity, cost barriers due to limited markets for rotational crops, a
lack of certainty about market access, and insufficient supply of certain organic ingredients. The organic
livestock and processed product markets depend heavily on imported agricultural products for feed grains
and key ingredients. These are longstanding market issues that were brought into sharp focus due to the

impacts of the pandemic and international conflicts in critical overseas organic supply regions, resulting in
limitations on certain domestic organic products in the face of rising demand.

Cost Share for Organic Certification

As part of USDA'’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder feedback, this
year the Farm Service Agency increased the cost share amount under the Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (OCCSP), which helps organic producers cover organic certification costs, to the maximum amount
allowed by statute.

Specifically, FSA will cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to $750 for crops, wild
crops, livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees (California only). OCCSP will cover
costs incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.

FSA begins accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due Oct. 31, 2023. To
apply, producers and handlers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service Center. As part of
completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to provide documentation of their
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organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP
through participating state departments of agriculture.

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP. FSA will post
a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send more information to all eligible state
departments of agriculture. Additional details can be found on the OCCSP webpage. More information about
these initiatives and more can be found at farmers.gov/organic-transition-initiative.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application to provide
improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The
simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from
29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a
traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version
compatible with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements
that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.
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A Q&A on Choosing a Tax Professional

If you participate in USDA programs, it's time to start preparing to file your
taxes. In this Ask the Expert, Dr. Tamara Cushing answers questions about
choosing a tax professional. Dr. Cushing is an Extension Forest Business
s muee Specialist from the University of Florida who works to educate landowners,

foresters and tax professionals about the economics of growing trees, tax
mteractlons with forestry and landowner succession.

FARMERS, GOV

What Qualifies Someone to Complete Your Tax Return?

e Here are some qualifications to look for: A degree in accounting and possibly in taxation; maybe a law
degree.

o Certification by a state licensing body or the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). This may include CPA,
Licensed Tax Consultant (LTC), Licensed Tax Preparer (LTP), Enrolled Agent (EA), and tax attorney.
Also, some Certified Financial Planners (CFP) can provide tax services. Some states require paid
preparers to have specific qualifications to complete state tax returns and some don’t. Qualified,
licensed and or certified tax preparers may be found through various locations some of which will be
discussed later in this Q&A.

e Some preparers may not hold educational or other professional credentials but are IRS-authorized.
These preparers will have a PTIN (Preparer tax identification number) and complete continuing
education courses required by the IRS and or state regulatory agency.

e All preparers should have a PTIN.

To read the full blog visit https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-ga-on-choosing-tax-professional-with-
tamara-cushing.

Wyoming State Office

951 Werner Ct Ste 130
Casper, WY 82601

Phone: 307-261-5231
Fax: 855-415-3427

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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