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USDA Announces Historic Investment in Wildlife
Conservation, Expands Partnership to Include Additional
Programs

USDA is expanding its work on wildlife conservation by investing at least
$500 million over the next five years and by leveraging all available
conservation programs, including the Conservation Reserve Ei
Program (CRP), through its Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) effort. e v | e e Com s e | S Bt A
These commitments will ramp up the conservation assistance for farmers, ranchers, private forest owners and
tribes with a focus on working lands in key geographies across the country as well as hiring for key
conservation positions.

The funding will help deliver a series of cohesive Frameworks for Conservation Action, which establish a
common vision across the partnership of public and private interests and goals for delivering conservation
resources in a given ecosystem, combining cutting-edge science with local knowledge.

The new funding includes $250 million from the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) and
$250 million from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). This announcement builds off more
than a decade of growing Farm Bill investments in wildlife habitat, and serves as a roadmap to leveraging both
Farm Bill funding and the historic investments from the Inflation Reduction Act to guide conservation efforts.
USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Farm Service Agency (FSA) will coordinate this
work through WLFW, which focuses on voluntary, locally-led efforts that benefit wildlife and agricultural
communities.

This funding will immediately benefit two of WLFW’s newest priorities. In the western U.S., at least $40 million
of EQIP and ACEP funding will go toward USDA’s ongoing efforts to help conserve migratory big game
habitat, allowing a continuation of an existing partnership with the state of Wyoming and an expansion to the
neighboring states of Idaho and Montana. In 25 central and eastern U.S. states, an additional $14 million in
new EQIP funding will be dedicated to conservation of bobwhite quail and associated species in the
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grasslands and savannas of the central and eastern U.S. Additionally, Inflation Reduction Act funding will also
build outcomes for northern bobwhite recovery as over 3.5 million acres will help mitigate greenhouse gases.

About USDA’s Working Lands for Wildlife

WLFW is USDA’s premier approach for conserving American working lands to benefit people, wildlife and rural
communities. While NRCS and FSA work every day at all levels to assist producers, states, tribes and other
conservation partners with their conservation priorities, WLFW steps in to facilitate their work on cross-cutting,
national priorities that can only be addressed through coordination at an ecosystem scale.

Established in 2010, WLFW has teamed up with leading scientists and conservation partners as well as more
than 8,400 producers to conserve or restore nearly 12 million acres of working lands, with tremendous
benefits. WLFW has helped many sensitive species in their recovery, including the greater sage-grouse in the
West, New England cottontail in the Northeast, golden-winged warbler in Appalachia and gopher tortoise in the
Southeast. In large part because of the voluntary conservation efforts on private lands though WLFW, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service has in some cases determined that species listing under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) was no longer warranted thanks to recoveries made possible by these WLFW efforts.

To learn more about NRCS and FSA programs, landowners and operators can contact their local USDA
Service Center.

USDA Accepts More Than 1 Million Acres in Offers Through
Conservation Reserve Program General Signup

USDA is accepting more than 1 million acres in this year's Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) General signup. This is one of several signups that
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is holding for the program. The results for
CRP General signup reflect the continued importance of CRP as a tool to help
producers invest in the long-term health, sustainability, and profitability of their
land and resources.  Offers for new land in this General CRP signup totaled
about 295,000 acres nationwide. Producers submitted re-enroliment offers for
891,000 expiring acres, reflecting the successes of participating in CRP longer
term. The total number of CRP acres will continue to climb in the coming weeks
once FSA accepts acres from the Grassland CRP signup, which closed May 26. Additionally, so far this year,
FSA has received 761,000 offered acres for the Continuous CRP signup, for which FSA accepts applications
year-round. The number of accepted acres that are enrolled in General CRP will be confirmed later this
year. Participating producers and landowners should also remember that submitting and accepting a CRP offer
is the first step, and producers still need to develop a conservation plan before contracts become effective on
October 1, 2023. Each year, during the window between offer acceptance and land enrollment, some
producers ultimately decide not to enroll some accepted acres, without penalty.

General CRP Signup

The General CRP Signup 60 ran from February 27 through April 7, 2023. Through CRP, producers and
landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to
control soil erosion, improve soil health and water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on agricultural land. In
addition to the other well-documented benefits, lands enrolled in CRP are playing a key role in climate change
mitigation efforts across the country. In 2021, FSA introduced improvements to the program, which
included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. This incentive provides an annual 3, 5, or 10 percent incentive payment based on the
predominant vegetation type for the practices enrolled — from grasses to trees to wetland restoration.

Other CRP Signups

Grassland CRP is a working lands program that helps producers and landowners protect grassland from
conversion while enabling haying and grazing activities to continue. Lands enrolled support haying and grazing
operations and promotes plant and animal biodiversity. Lands are also protected from being converted to uses
other than grassland. This year’s signup for Grassland CRP ran from April 17 through May 26. Continuous
CRP, in which producers and landowners can enroll throughout the year. Offers are automatically accepted
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provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the
statutory cap. Continuous CRP includes the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the
Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). In
CREP, which is available in certain geographies, partnerships with States, Tribes, and other entities are
leveraged for participants to receive a variety of added incentives and flexibilities. Also available is the Clean
Lakes Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) initiative. CLEAR30, a signup opportunity under that initiative available
nationwide, gives producers and landowners across the country the opportunity to enroll in 30-year CRP
contracts for water quality practices.

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and
customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today.

CRP Sampling for Carbon MAE Study

Sampling is currently underway for the Soil Carbon MAE study. Sampling groups maybe in your area
sampling. Please work with these sampling teams and your CRP participants to make this sampling a
success. FSA is part of the national inventory that is taking place on measuring soil carbon sequestration and
greenhouse gas benefits from agriculture. This information will be used to explained what part CRP plays in
climate benefits.

USDA FPAC awarded funding to three entities—Ducks Unlimited, Michigan State University, and Mississippi
State University to conduct soil carbon research on land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve

Program. Funding for this research is provided through the Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE)
program. The project involves monitoring soil carbon and greenhouse gases over multiple years on CRP
enroliments across a range of stand ages, practices, plant diversity and agronomic contexts. The objective of
this study is to collect and use soil carbon, wetlands, perennial grasses, and tree stand data from CRP-
enrolled fields to estimate the relationship between soil carbon and greenhouse gasses with the quality of the
cover. The information collected in this study will better inform the national greenhouse gas inventory data that
is used in climate models such as DayCent and COMET.

A cooperative agreement with the project teams is in place and allows data sharing between the teams and
the county offices. Producer’s data will be kept strictly confidential and used for analytical purposes

only. Mississippi State University researchers lead by Austin Himes will be collecting soil samples, tree
samples, and data from CRP Tree Practices. Ducks Unlimited, Inc. researchers led by Ellen Herbert will be
collecting soil samples, wetland samples, and additional data from CRP wetland practices. Michigan State
University researchers lead by Bruno Basso will be collecting soil samples, vegetation samples, and data from
CRP Perennial Grass Practices and Grassland CRP program. On chosen CRP sites, researchers will be
collecting three feet soil cores, taking grass and tree samples, and installing sensors to help them better
understand the growth of trees, vegetation, and the dynamics of carbon and greenhouse gasses in these
systems. Researchers may also want more information from participants on past management of the land
before the land was enrolled in CRP. This management data is necessary to bolster the greenhouse gas
inventory models such as DayCent and COMET. Research teams may need to visit multiple times but will do
their best to coordinate these visits with county offices and the producers to let them know when they plan to
be on the property. Teams have been trained to avoid any trampling or other damage to surrounding crop or
conservation lands and have been trained to minimize any impacts on the CRP site themselves. Regardless,
the sampling will not affect program compliance in any way.

USDA Announces Corrections to Emergency Relief
Program Policy to More Accurately Reflect 2020 and 2021
Natural Disaster Impacts on Crops Intended for On-Farm
Use
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USDA updated the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two to provide a
method for valuing losses and accessing program benefits to eligible producers
of certain crops, including grapes grown and used by the same producer for
wine production or forage that is grown, stored and fed to livestock, that do not EMERGENCY | yul
generate revenue directly from the sale of the crop. These updates ensure that .
ERP benefits are more reflective of these producers’ actual crop losses resulting
from 2020 and 2021 natural disaster events. USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) will begin accepting ERP Phase Two applications from eligible wine grape and forage producers once
this technical correction to ERP is published in the Federal Register and becomes effective, which it
anticipates will be on Friday, June 16, 2023. The deadline to submit applications for ERP Phase Two is July
14.
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Background

In January 2023, FSA announced ERP Phase Two, designed to wrap-up and fill remaining gaps in previous
natural disaster assistance for 2020 and 2021.

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in
2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster
event. Assistance is primarily for producers of crops that were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and NAP were
included in the assistance under ERP Phase One administered in 2022.

Determining Crop Value

Producers of certain crops now have a method for including crop value in their allowable gross revenue for the
purpose of determining ERP Phase 2 benefits.

The value of the eligible crop intended for on-farm use will be based on the producer’s actual production of the
crop and a price for the crop as determined by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs based on the
best available data for each crop such as published crop price data or the average price obtained by other
producers in the area. Acceptable, published sources including but are not limited to Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation established prices, FSA established National Crop Table prices and National Agricultural Statistic
Service prices.

Revenue and pricing guidelines for expected revenue for wine grapes and on-farm forage is available online
for producer reference and convenience when applying for ERP Phase Two.

Wine grape and forage producers who have already submitted their ERP Phase Two applications to FSA have
the option of revising the application and updating their allowable gross revenue to include crop value if
applicable.

Producers of crops grown for on-farm use other than wine grapes and forage may request consideration to use
a crop’s value in their allowable gross revenue. Submit requests to

RA.FSA.DCWA2.ppb@wdc.usda.gov. FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs will review submitted
requests.

Additional Technical Corrections — Conservation Programs

In addition to emergency relief policy updates, FSA has also established policy corrections for the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP) and the Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP). The policy correction
clarifies that federal payments received for the same practice will be considered duplicative assistance for
producers who receive ECP and EFRP program payments. The revised program provisions are related to
program updates FSA announced in January that give more farmers, ranchers, and tribes the opportunity to
apply for and access programs that support recovery following natural disasters (see January 10, 2023 news
release for more information).

ECP and EFRP provide financial and technical assistance to restore conservation practices like fencing,
damaged farmland or forests following natural disasters.

More Information


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce790eb4d008448a863df08db83e56a0d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638248793944303818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bpc%2FIoaPTZa5pwR5Da5vCx5OUlDgIMlK15WOgLbN7LE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2Femergency-relief-program%2Fpdfs%2Ferp_phase_two_determining_crop_value.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce790eb4d008448a863df08db83e56a0d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638248793944303818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0zw3v0lDMHgIE1ABgmd9hhTYlz4g2IBSo%2BKtiZh80Oc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:RA.FSA.DCWA2.ppb@wdc.usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2023%2Fusda-expands-eligibility-enhances-benefits-for-key-disaster-programs%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce790eb4d008448a863df08db83e56a0d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638248793944303818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xxty0Yk08XEMtcLkZ14WF1KSNL%2Bie%2BQ91N%2Bc6hou7Ms%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2023%2Fusda-expands-eligibility-enhances-benefits-for-key-disaster-programs%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce790eb4d008448a863df08db83e56a0d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638248793944303818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xxty0Yk08XEMtcLkZ14WF1KSNL%2Bie%2BQ91N%2Bc6hou7Ms%3D&reserved=0

FSA offers an online ERP tool to help producers determine what is considered allowable gross revenue..

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase Two.
Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to complete acreage reports for most
crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase Two application and acreage report during the
same office visit. Applications for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program, a revenue-based program for
losses resulting from the pandemic, can also be completed.  For more information, view the ERP Phase Two
Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two
application video tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service
Center.

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County

USDA is now accepting nominations for county committee members for

W clections that will occur later this year. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service
WRIE. Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to make it easier for producers to
' participate in the nomination and election processes for county committee

: x - = members, who make important decisions on how federal farm programs are
— - administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be
postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2023.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective areas for FSA
committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include LAAs that are focused on an
urban or suburban area. Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
¢ Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation to
FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or
others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers,
women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA county
committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee
members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price
support programs, county office employment and other agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in their
county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be
registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form.

Nomination forms and other information about FSA county committee elections are available
atfsa.usda.gov/elections. Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.

Avoid Scams Related to USDA Financial Assistance for
Farmers Facing Discrimination

The Inflation Reduction Act provides $2.2 billion in financial assistance for farmers, ranchers, and forest
landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA’s farm lending programs prior to January 1, 2021.
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USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading misleading information about this process,
pressuring people to sign retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive
information.

Application forms for this program are not yet available and the application filing period has not started.
Before the application process opens, USDA will publish a list of trusted community organizations located
across the country that will provide FREE help completing applications.

Please beware of organizations seeking to file your application for a fee. Filing an application for the program
will be FREE. You will not need a lawyer to file an application for this program. If you feel the need for legal
advice, seek the assistance of a trusted, licensed attorney.

Beware of solicitations by mail, email, or phone calls from individuals claiming to be connected to USDA.
USDA will not solicit you for information.

The most up-to-date information on this program will be posted at www.farmers.gov/22007, a USDA website.
Please check there for any concerns or reach out to your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

If you believe there is an organization conducting a scam related to this process, please contact the USDA
Office of the Inspector General (OIG) or any other appropriate authorities. The USDA OIG hotline can be
accessed online at https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/hotline and by phone at (800) 424-9121.

USDA Simplifies Application Process for Noninsured Crops
for Underserved Producers; Improves Risk Management
Accessibility

A Message from FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux

Earlier this year, Farm Service Agency (FSA) made several updates to disaster assistance programs to give
more farmers, ranchers, and Tribes equitable access to recovery programs. Specifically, we made changes to
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and simplified the application process for
underserved producers.

This important policy change opens the door to risk management options for producers who may not have
previously known about or been able to obtain coverage to protect their crops.

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when natural disaster events cause low
yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting.

Our policy improvements mean that, beginning with the 2022 crop year, having a CCC-860 form, Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, on file with FSA
will provide producers with basic NAP coverage for all eligible crops. Specifically, FSA is waiving all NAP-
related service fees for basic coverage for producers with a CCC-860 on file prior to the application closing
date for each crop. These producers are also eligible to receive a 50% premium reduction if they elect higher
levels of coverage before the application closing date for each crop.

At the end of January, FSA notified producers who already have the CCC-860 certification form on file
regarding their eligibility for NAP basic coverage for 2022. If you suffered losses from natural disasters in 2022,
you will need to contact your local FSA county office to file an acreage report, as well as a notice of loss, and
an application for a NAP payment.

If you are interested in NAP coverage for 2023 and future years, your local FSA county office staff will be more
than happy to provide information on eligibility, coverage options, and how to apply for additional coverage.
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While these recent policy changes are intended to remove barriers to available benefits and help underserved
producers manage risk, any producer of noninsurable crops can apply for NAP coverage by completing FSA
form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and paying a service fee. Your local FSA office can verify application
closing dates and ensure coverage for your crops is available.

FSA is committed to revisiting program policies and finding ways, within our authorities, to remove obstacles
that prevent participation. Expanding NAP to ensure all producers of noninsured crops have access to risk
coverage is the result of proactive input from producers and the willingness of FSA employees to think outside
of the box for the benefit of the producers we serve.

Please contact your local USDA Service Center for more information on NAP coverage options.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application to provide
improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The
simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from
29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a
traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The tool
is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version compatible
with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements that
are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
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discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

Wyoming State Office

951 Werner Ct Ste 130
Casper, WY 82601

Phone: 307-261-5231

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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