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• USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of Loss Requirements for 
Two Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs 

• Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
• Assistance for Distressed Farm Loan Program Borrowers 
• Producers Encouraged to Apply Now for USDA Conservation Programs  

 

Courtney's Corner- CED Comments, Upcoming 
Deadlines, and a Few Jokes 
Hello Sheridan and Johnson Counties! We hope you had wonderful 
Thanksgiving and have many happy plans for a wonderful Holiday season.  

As we head into winter and colder temperatures, please remember to take 
pictures of any dead animals and keep good records. The LIP program is one 
that requires extensive records and proof of death. Keeping track of the dates 
that new calves/lambs are born and the date they died is the best way to help us determine the 
necessary information for your application. If you have any questions about what kinds of 
documentation you might need, please give us a visit or a call. Please see the article below with more 
details about the LIP program.  

Finally, Johnson County producers- we are bringing back our Buffalo work days. We are scheduling to 
be in the Buffalo office on the fist Wednesday of the month. Our next Buffalo work day will be 
January 3, 2024.  

-CY 

Upcoming Deadlines/ Dates: 
December 25- Office Closed- Christmas 
January 1- Office Closed- New Year's  
January 15- Office Closed- Martin Luther King Day 
January 30- Deadline to Submit Signed Application and Documentation for 2023 ELAP 

A Few Jokes to Brighten Your Day- 
Why was the snowman looking through the bag of carrots? He was picking his nose.  

What do snowmen eat for breakfast on Christmas morning? Ice Krispies! 

What animal is best at wrapping Christmas gifts? Velociraptor.  

What's the weatherman's favorite food in winter? Brrr-itos!   
 

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice 
of Loss Requirements for Two Livestock Disaster 
Assistance Programs 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss 
requirements for 2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, 
and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an 
effort to streamline assistance to support access to critical 2023 natural disaster 
recovery assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving the 
requirement to submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-determined 
number of days for 2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023 notices of loss as soon 
as possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster event or no later than the established 
annual program application for payment deadlines for each program. FSA county committees are also 
being asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver 
applies.   

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish  

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish 
losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, disease, water 
shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to 
livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses for livestock 
including honeybees and farm-raised fish as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to 
address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance programs.   

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP to file a 
notice of loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent for livestock 
and farm-raised fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be 
completed by the eligible producer and submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application 
deadline of January 30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers 
who incurred ELAP-eligible losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.  

Livestock Indemnity Program  

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience 
livestock deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions including adverse 
weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or 
protected by federal law, including wolves and avian predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who 
must sell livestock at a reduced price because of an injury from certain loss conditions.  

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to file a 
notice of loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under this waiver, 
producers are still required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the annual 
program payment application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the 
loss occurred. The LIP payment application and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 
program year.   

2023 Disapproved Applications  

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were previously 
disapproved for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to determine if the 
waiver applies. To receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to file an application for 
payment by the established program deadline for the 2023 program year. Producers who are unsure 
about the status of their notice of loss or application for payment, should contact their local FSA county 
office as soon as possible.  

Supporting Documentation  

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are required when 
filing notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:   

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, 
supplemented, if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and losses.  
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• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to disposal.  
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.  
• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural 

Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss 
condition.  

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse 
weather or loss condition.  

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental 
fees for hay lifts and snow removal.  

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed. 
• Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages. 

More Information  

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP benefits for 
above normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting livestock to other grazing 
acres during a qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the 
Livestock Forage Disaster Assistance Program, and increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, 
bison, and dairy animals less than 250 pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn 
about USDA disaster assistance programs on farmers.gov.   

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan 
Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and 
recovery program or loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center.  

 

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild 
by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths 
were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and 
management. 

For 2023 livestock losses, you must file a notice and  provide the following supporting documentation 
to your local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the 
eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 
• Livestock beginning inventory documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. 
Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 4.3%. These established 
percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2024. 

For more information, contact the Sheridan/Johnson County USDA Service Center at 307-683-4202 or 
visit fsa.usda.gov.  
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Assistance for Distressed Farm Loan Program 
Borrowers 
The Inflation Reduction Act provided $3.1 billion for USDA to provide relief 
for distressed borrowers with certain Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct and 
guaranteed loans and to expedite assistance for those whose agricultural 
operations are at financial risk. 

Since October 2022, USDA has provided approximately $1.5 billion in 
immediate assistance to more than 25,000 financially distressed direct and 
guaranteed FSA loan borrowers. 

FSA is currently accepting and reviewing individual requests for assistance from borrowers who took 
certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their direct FSA loans and those who missed a 
recent installment or who are unable to make their next scheduled installment. 

FSA direct loan borrowers with qualifying farm loans who are unable to pay their upcoming 
installments or have already missed a recent installment payment can request a cash flow analysis 
from FSA using a recent balance sheet and operating plan to determine their eligibility. This assistance 
is currently limited to installments due Aug. 1, 2022, through Jan. 15, 2024. 

Assistance is also available for borrowers who took certain extraordinary measures between Feb. 28, 
2020, through Oct. 18, 2022, to avoid delinquency on their loans, such as monetizing long term or 
essential assets, incurring additional non-FSA debt, or deferring other essential payment�, resulting in 
reduced farm and household viability. 

All requests for assistance must be received by Dec. 31, 2023. For more information, or to submit a 
request for assistance, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center or visit 
farmers.gov/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance. 

 

Producers Encouraged to Apply Now for USDA 
Conservation Programs  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is encouraging agricultural 
producers and forest landowners to participate in voluntary conservation 
programs and adopt climate-smart practices in fiscal year 2024 as part of 
President Biden’s Investing in America agenda. USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications for the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), which help 
a wide variety of producers, including urban and organic producers. 

For fiscal year 2024, NRCS has $3 billion in Inflation Reduction Act funds to 
invest in climate-smart mitigation activities. This year, NRCS expanded the list of those activities as 
well as expanded priority areas for ACEP for grasslands, wetlands and farmlands at risk of conversion. 
Learn more about those expansions in our Sept. 28, 2023 news release. 

Additionally, for fiscal year 2024, NRCS has over $2 billion in Farm Bill funding available to producers 
for priorities like organic and urban agriculture, soil health, water quality and quantity and wildlife 
habitat development.  This extensive amount of funding will be used to meet producer demand for our 
oversubscribed programs, maximize climate benefits and help producers address their natural 
resource challenges. 

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs year-round. To apply for fiscal year 
2024 funding, apply by your state’s ranking date by contacting your local NRCS office. 
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Sheridan USDA Service Center 
1949 Sugarland Drive, Suite 126 

Sheridan, WY 82801 
Phone: 307-683-4202 

Fax: 855-574-1670 

Courtney Yelton 
County Executive Director- FSA 

Courtney.Yelton@usda.gov 

Andrew Cassiday 
District Conservationist- NRCS 
Sheridan County 

Andrew.Cassiday@usda.gov 

Justine Scheeler 
Program Technician- FSA 

Justine.Scheeler@usda.gov 

Allison McKenzie 
District Conservationist- NRCS 
Johnson County 

Allison.Mckenzie@usda.gov 
307-620-3020 

 

  

Eilish Hanson 
Farm Loan Manager- FSA 
Campbell, County Office 

Eilish.Hanson@usda.gov 
307-682-8843 

 County Committee: 

John Buyok- Chair 
Gerry Miller- Vice-Chair 
Ray Daly- Voting Member 
Trevor Lutterman- Voting Member 
Joni Harlan- Voting Member 
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