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From the Office...

November 15- Fall Planted Crop (Winter Wheat) Acreage Reporting Deadline

November 17, 2023 — Rock Springs RMP Public Workshops, Rock Springs, Wyoming

Western Wyoming Community College, Room 3650

2500 College Dr, Rock Springs, WY 82901 (map, diagram, photo)

Park in the south lot, enter the Wellness Center through door #5, go past the pool and up the stairs 2:00-
4:00 p.m., focus topics: livestock / industry

5:00-7:00 p.m., focus topics: recreation and tourism / wildlife and conservation

November 18, 2023 —Rock Springs RMP Public Workshops, Green River, Wyoming
Western Wyoming Community College Green River Center, JWP (John Wesley Powell) Room 206
1 College Way, Green River, WY 82935 (map)

9:00-11:00 a.m., all topics with breakout groups

November 18, 2023 — Rock Springs RMP Public Workshops, Farson, Wyoming

Eden Valley Community Center

4039 US-191, Farson, WY 82932 (map)

2:00-4:00 p.m., all topics with breakout groups

These initial public workshops will inform a governor-appointed stakeholder task force, which will develop
recommendations to be delivered to the Governor and BLM in January.

Task force members will attend these public workshops to hear directly from the public.

November 23- Office Closed- Thanksgiving

December 1- NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for Perennial Grasses and Fall Planted Crops
December 4- Deadline to return COC election ballots for LAA's 1

December 25- Office Closed- Christmas
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**Also, producers that have notices of loss for LIP (Livestock Indemnity Program) and ELAP
(Emergency Livestock Assistance Program) WE NEED YOUR SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION, so
we can get these applications worked up.

FSA Encourages Farmers & Ranchers to Vote in County

Committee Elections
The 2023 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 6, =
2023, when ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to
local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 4, 2023. !(a
County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA M
and provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and . -
ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their
knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commaodity price support programs; conservation
programs; incentive, indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and
eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must:

e Be of legal voting age or, if not of legal voting age, supervise and conduct the farming operation of
an entire farm.

e Have an interest in a farm or ranch as either:
o Anindividual who meets one or more of the following:
= |s eligible and capable to vote in one’s own right.
= Is a partner of a general partnership.
* Is a member of a joint venture.

o Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that is provided by law. A cooperating
producer is someone who has provided information to FSA about their farming or ranching
operation(s) but may not have applied or received program benefits.

Eligible voters in Local Administrative Area-01, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local
FSA county office. Customers can identify which LAA they or their farming operation is in by using our
new GIS locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2024.
The candidate in this year’s election are:

Nicholas Goodman, is nominated in LAA 1, Sweetwater County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-
year term.

More information on county committees can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections or by contacting the
Sweetwater/ Sublette County FSA office at (307)362-3062 Ext 2.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to Commodity and
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2022 Natural
Disasters
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The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3 billion to
commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in Re venue
2022. Eligible impacted producers can apply for financial assistance through the (=
Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022. The program will help offset the financial
impacts of crop yield and value losses from qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance for agricultural producers
impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year 2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year 2022 natural
disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and
related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track process. FSA
intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-track approach enables
USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
¢ Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well served by past
emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate the impacts of
future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022 assistance under
one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2
payment calculation will take into account any payments received through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop producers who received
indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop
insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses resulting from 2022
natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application before requesting ERP 2022 assistance.
Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP 2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-
filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to
receive an ERP 2022 Track 1 payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who received
indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 producers who obtained
NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who suffered an
eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events when compared with
revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. In
cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an
alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used
within an operation and do not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing
revenue for the purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax
records to FSA unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.
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Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following documents
useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)
e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible losses were not
covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small (shallow loss) to be covered by
crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA within 60 days
of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31, 2023. The application
deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later date. If not already on file,
producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain
Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

¢ A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

e Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status
of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where
crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as determined by the Secretary.
Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or higher for insured crops or at the
catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief
website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your local ESA county office.

USDA Reminds Producers of Fall Application Deadlines
for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

USDA Sweetwater/ Sublette County Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers |
of approaching application deadlines for purchasing risk coverage for some crops |
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP provides
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financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower
yields, crop losses, or prevented crop planting.

NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance
program is available, including forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, floriculture, ornamental
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass and more.

Upcoming application deadlines for NAP coverage in Sweetwater/ Sublette County for the 2024
production season include:

e Biennial and Perennial Forage Crops and Honey: Deadline December 1, 2023

NAP basic coverage is available at 55% of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50% of
expected production. Buy-up coverage is available in some cases. NAP offers higher levels of coverage,
ranging from 50% to 65% of expected production in 5% increments, at 100% of the average market price.
Producers of organic crops and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up”
option to obtain NAP coverage of 100% of the average market price at coverage levels ranging between
50% and 65% of expected production. Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. Premiums apply for buy-up coverage.

If a producer has a Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher
Certification (form CCC-860) on file with FSA, it may serve as an application for basic coverage for all
eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022. These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for
basic coverage waived. These producers may also receive a 50% premium reduction if higher levels of
coverage are elected on form CCC-471, prior to the application closing date for each crop.

To learn more about NAP visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center at (307)362-
3062 Ext 2.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so
remember to keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if
you've suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due
to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you'll be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice
of loss to your local FSA office. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Sweetwater/ Sublette County USDA
Service Center at 307-362-3062 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers
with Real Estate Security


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZnNhLnVzZGEuZ292L25hcD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMxMTEzLjg1NTY1NDAxIn0.wdBzD8hNCsH1Q1ej_mYfgXi2n3JPh6pArQevucDjWVQ/s/2980352290/br/230628469754-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Ccarry.martin%40usda.gov%7C54d602d1b3ef4011232608dbe5f92664%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638356630814200316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xQIV8NY%2Fwzgjf8aKDN7gIkER4dy6IdBIlkO7ocx9sls%3D&reserved=0

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct
or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent
or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These
transactions include, but are not limited to:

Leases of any kind
Easements of any kind
Subordinations

Partial releases

Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other security
instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed
lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities,
read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Farm Service Agency

Ashley Anglen County Executive Director
307-362-3062 Ext. 2

Y
USDA Service Center

79 Winston Drive Ste. 110
Rock Springs, WY 82901

Phone: 307-362-3062
Fax: 855-415-3440

Farm Loan Manager:

Cheyenne Syverson 307-856-7524 x 2

cheyenne.syverson@usda.gov
ashley.anglen@usda.gov

Sadie Valdez Program Technician

Farm Loan Analyst:

sadie.valdez@usda.gov Maire Walsh 307-240-3195 maire.walsh@usda.gov

District Conservationist - Sweetwater:

County Committee: Jeff Lewis 307-212-3338 jeff.lewis@usda.gov

Bob Slagowski: Chairman Soil Conservationist - Sweetwater:
Dave Pape: Vice Chair
Bonnie Hueckstaedt: member Courtney Thomas 307-212-3335

Shelby Arambel: member courtney.thomas@usda.gov

District Conservationist- Sublette:


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..t3h3Cj475oDu5EDpvy5H5zem5gyPVkHHoDhy1KbpOXs/s/2980352290/br/230628469754-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:cheyenne.syverson@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:maire.walsh@usda.gov
mailto:jeff.lewis@usda.gov
mailto:courtney.thomas@usda.gov

Simon Teaff 307-367-2257

COC Meeting: December 14, 2023
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