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e From Lisa's Desk:

o USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather

o Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

« USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to Improve Customer Service

From Lisa's Desk:
Hello Washakie and Hot Springs County Producers:

Please read the following articles and give the Washakie-Hot Springs County office a
call if you have questions or need assistance with an application. The phone number
is 307-347-2456 ext. 2.

Best wishes,

Lisa Bower

County Executive Director

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in
catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk,
your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with
recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576)
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within
72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable,
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.
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Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree,
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event.
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped
video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use these loans to
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. AlLUSDA Service
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because
of the pandemic.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm
Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native
vegetation to commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the
conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to
produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual tillage including one
pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly  §
erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be
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farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency
(FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop
insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,”
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact
your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application to
Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct
loan application to provide improved customer experience for producers
applying for loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The simplified direct
loan application enables producers to complete a more streamlined application,
reduced from 29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the option to complete
an electronic fillable form or prepare a traditional, paper application for
submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but there is a high rate
of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in October 2022, the simplified application will
provide all loan applicants access to information regarding the application process and assist them with
gathering the correct documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn
applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that provides
materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers can access the Loan
Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version
compatible with mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm loan process
improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements
that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:
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An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers
are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances under which
additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work with their FSA local office to
discuss these options. Producers can explore all available options on all FSA loan options atfsa.usda.gov or
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.

Y

USDA Service Center

208 Shiloh RD
Worland, WY 82401

PHONE: 307-347-2456
FSA FAX: 855-415-3445

NRCS FAX: 855-415-3405
RD FAX: 855-415-3424

FSA:

County Executive Director, CED
Lisa Bower 307-347-2456 x 112
lisa.bower@usda.gov

Program Technician
Sarah Sinn 307-347-2456 x 100
sarah.sinn@usda.gov

Program Technician, temp
Jennifer Ray 307-347-2456 x 105
jennifer.ray@usda.gov

Acting Farm Loan Manager (Big Horn, Hot Springs, Park, Washakie)
Vacant



https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C51f7bc646c874ad2c63608db35f5244e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638163099574222875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FtW%2BWoktDGlkJ1bpIy%2FVOLB6yb6duweFSemXZ1rt3IU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:sarah.sinn@usda.gov
mailto:jennifer.ray@usda.gov

Farm Loan Officer
Jolene Beiswenger 307-347-2456 x 111
jolene.beiswenger@usda.gov _

Farm Loan Analyst
Kelli Emmett 307-347-2456 x 102
kelli.emmett@usda.gov

County Commiittee:

Julie Haun, Chairperson

Jim Butterfield, Vice Chairperson
Billie Jo Norsworthy, Member
Cameron Roady, Member
Marilyn Vass, Member

NRCS:

District Conservationist
Emma Allen 307-347-2456 x 108
emma.allen@usda.gov

Civil Engineer
Allen Croft 307-347-2456 x 122
allen.croft@usda.gov

Multi County Rangeland Management Specialist
Blaise Allen 307-347-2456 x 109
blaise.allen@usda.gov

Natural Resources Specialist
Kaile Brant 307-347-2456 x 119
kaile.brant@usda.gov

Soil Conservationist
Errick Hayes 307-347-2456 x 107
errick.hayes@usda.gov
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