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Niobrara County Notes

Greetings Niobrara County Farmers and Ranchers!

Producers with base acres, you should have received a postcard about the 2024
ARC/PLC signup. Please be sure to contact the office about completing your 2024
contract on your base acres. The deadline for 2024 is March 15, 2024.

On the same token, those of you who have begun the process for Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP) applications for livestock losses in 2023, please keep in
mind that the deadline to submit your application for payment is February 29, 2024.

Please bear in mind, as we are in winter weather season, that if you have any
weather-related livestock losses, please notify the office as soon as possible after
you become aware of your loss.

As always, please be sure to let the office know about any changes to your operation!

Please help reduce the burden on FSA staff by making an appointment prior to visiting the office, so that you
can be prepared for your visit and we can be prepared for you as well. Thank you!

-Niobrara County FSA Staff

Please note the following important dates and deadlines:

February 19, 2024 — OFFICE CLOSED - President’s Day Holiday
February 29, 2024 — Deadline to submit 2023 LIP applications

March 15, 2024 - Deadline to submit 2024 ARC/PLC contracts

April 1, 2024 — Deadline to obtain NAP coverage on spring-seeded crops
Within 15 days of noticing crop loss — File NAP Notice of Loss

As soon as loss is apparent, no later than application for payment deadline — Report LIP/ELAP losses

Farmers Can Now Enroll for the Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs the 2024 Crop Year
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that agricultural producers can now enroll in
the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs for the 2024 crop year. Producers can enroll and make election changes for the 2024 crop year
starting Dec. 18, 2023. The deadline to complete enroliment and any election change is March 15, 2024.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub.
L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through September 30, 2024. This

extension allows authorized programs, including ARC and PLC, to continue operating.

2024 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CQO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2024
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year
contract on the farm it will continue for 2024 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their election remains the
same as their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless
they have a share interest in the cropland.

Covered commaodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice,
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2022 Crop Year Payments

This fall, FSA issued payments totaling more than $267 million to agricultural producers who enrolled in the
2022 ARC-CO option and the ARC ARC-IC option for covered commodities that triggered a payment.
Payments through the PLC option did not trigger for the 2022 crop year.

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. These payments help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue
or prices for certain crops. Payments for crops that may trigger for the 2023 crop year will be issued in the fall
of 2024.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance and marketing
assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop
insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their
Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO
on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election. Producers may add
ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.

Web-Based Decision Tools
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Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed, educated decisions using
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Producers are encouraged to use the tool of their
choice to support their ARC and PLC elections.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact their

local USDA Service Center. Producers can also make elections and complete enrollment online with level 2
eAuth.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm
Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to commodity crop
production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985,
if you're proposing to produce agricultural commaodities (crops that require annual tillage including one pass
planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop
history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or
system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency
(FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop
insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,”
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact
your local USDA Service Center.

Report Banking Changes to FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to
receive timely payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank
information is changed for any reason (such as your financial institution merging or being purchased).
Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for crop year
2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t paid until 2020. If the
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bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an entity or partnership before the
payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as possible to claim your payment.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in Platte County is already working on operating loans for spring 2024 and asks
potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can
help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just
about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm
operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the
year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations,
can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs
associated with a farming operation. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a
priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities,
for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.
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