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A Message from the CED

There were recent changes to our Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Livestock Assistance
Program (ELAP)- you no longer need to report any losses to eligible events within 30 days of the loss
becoming apparent. You can know file a notice of loss any time after the eligible weather event and up to
the application for payment deadlines! However, you will still need to provide date(s) and eligible weather
event(s), along with supporting documentation to those weather events and dates. If you experienced
livestock death losses and/or additional feed purchase needs, with or without snow removal
expenses, in 2023, please make sure to contact the office to complete your notice of loss and
application for payment by the applicable deadlines. For more information on either program, please
contact the office.

Important Dates:

January 31st: final LDP availability date for Wool, Mohair, and Unshorn Pelts.
February 29%*:2023 LIP Deadline for notice of loss and application for payment
March 15%: Deadline to Enroll in 2024 ARC/PLC

July 15%: 2023 NAP hay production records due

Office Closures:

February 19*": In observance of President’'s Day

As you are looking towards more time catching up on paperwork, please consider these reminders:

e Leases and/or land ownership changes including operational changes must be reported within 30
calendar days of the change to avoid late fees, repayment of funds issued and/or ineligibility or
program participation. The deadline to submit changes for 2024 program year is August 1, 2024.

e If your banking information has changed since the last time you received a payment from our office,
please contact us to update your direct deposit information. Account changes are not automatically
reported to us (our system is different than NRCS or Farm Loan) and having the wrong account on file
can hold up payments from getting to producers for additional weeks.

e Producers should have started receiving prefilled applications for the Emergency Relief Program
(ERP) 2022 in the mail. Check out the article below for more information on this program and
signups.

-Pam Metz
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Attention all Buyers of Agricultural Products

f It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the
% Secretary of State's Office to determine if there are liens against the Seller of the

; product. If a lien is found you are required to place the lien holders name on the
' check as well as that of the Seller. Ag Products include but are not limited to:
livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.),

: machinery, equipment and all other crops. Failure to place the lien holder's
name on the check may result in civil legal action being taken against the Buyer of the
product. Protect yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-307-777-7311.

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022

Wﬁr *= The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3
billion to commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural

& disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted producers can apply for financial
e T assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022. The
RELIEFPROGRAM i . sdedii-. . program will help offset the financial impacts of crop yield and value losses
" from qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

“ Background On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the
Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in
financial assistance for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar
year 2022. ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year 2022
natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions. ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track process.
FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-track approach enables
USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well served by past
emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate the impacts of
future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022 assistance under one or
both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 payment
calculation will take into account any payments received through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1 ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible
crop producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs. Although FSA is
sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop insurance and NAP data
already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have
to wait to receive the application before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers
can apply for ERP 2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 Track 1

payment. USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who received
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indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 producers who obtained NAP
coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2 Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to
assist eligible producers who suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year
disaster events when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily
available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s
revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords
producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a
method for establishing revenue for the purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not
required to submit tax records to FSA unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA
compliance spot check. Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the
following documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible losses were not
covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small (shallow loss) to be covered by crop
insurance. Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on
file with FSA within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31,
2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later date. If not
already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA at any time. Required
forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if
applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

¢ A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Cetrtification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can
contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase
crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years
as determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or higher for
insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the
emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your local FSA

county office.

Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought
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USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to
drought, through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage
grazing lands.

Irrigation Efficiency

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used wisely. Saving water
on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy,
chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. Funded
conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or
subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water
control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it's
needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors.

Soil Health

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier
soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to
drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’'s water-holding capacity
and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and
evaporation.

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20
pounds of water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per
acre. Each 1% increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per
acre. That means less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation
more profitable.

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of
forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or
prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a
more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more
drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water,
NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having
available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions.

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more
information on drought recovery assistance at farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For more
information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go

to www.nrcs.usda.gov.

USDA Service Center
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1502 Progress Ct
Wheatland, WY 82201

Phone: 307-322-4050
Fax: 855-415-3444

Pamela Metz
County Executive Director

pamela.metz@usda.gov

Rob Weppner
Farm Loan Manager
rob.weppner@usda.gov

Kelly Brown-Farm Programs PT
kelly.brown3@usda.gov

Terri Skiba-Farm Programs PT
terri.skiba@usda.gov

Heidi Platt-Farm Loan Analyst
heidi.platt@usda.gov

Anna Troupe-Farm Loan PT

anna.troueusda.ov

Vacant
District Conservationist

NRCS Staff
Jenna Lincoln-Range Specialist
Acting District Conservationist

Heather Ferguson-Program Support Assistant

County Committee:
Amy Miller

Dareth Smialek
Chuck Maike

Next County Committee Meeting:
Feb. 22nd @ 10:00 am
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