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Message from the SED 
It is with Heavy Hearts that Arkansas FSA announces the passing of our dear friend 
and Executive Officer, Cully Culpepper. Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
Family. He touched a lot of lives and will be missed, greatly. 

FSA County Offices are still available to customers. Our Staff will continue to work 
with our customers by phone, email and by using online tools whenever possible. 
For Service Center contact information, visit 
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

USDA is providing technical and financial assistance to help Arkansas farmers and 
livestock producers recover from damages brought on by winter storms. Please 
contact your local Service Center to learn about the programs available to help 
recover from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2c95c09
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


and Thursday of 
each Quarter 

Acting State 
Executive 
Director: Danny 
Hoots 

Administrative 
Officer:  
Sharon Baker 

Farm Programs:  
Terri McManus 

Farm Loan 
Programs:  
Lori Lavender 

Please contact 
your local FSA 
Office for 
questions specific 
to your operation 
or county. To find 
contact 
information for 
your local office 
go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov
/ar. 

Due to COVID-19, USDA has announced the temporary suspension of past-due 
debt collections and foreclosures for distressed borrowers under FSFL and Direct 
Farm Loans. Also, deadlines have been extended for producers to respond to loan 
servicing actions, including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and 
delinquent borrowers. For the Guaranteed Loan program, flexibilities have been 
made available to lenders to assist in servicing their customers. 

USDA has also suspended the processing and payments under the “CFAP - 
Additional Assistance” and has halted implementation until further notice. 

CRP General Signup period has been extended. Producers may enroll land for the 
first time or re-enroll land under existing contracts that will be expiring Sept. 30, 
2021. 

For more information on FSA programs, contact your local USDA service center or 
visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and 
Leases Survey 
You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides 
the basis for estimates of the current year’s cash rents paid for irrigated cropland, 
non-irrigated cropland, and permanent pasture. Please complete your Cash Rents 
and Leases survey by June 21. This survey can be completed and returned by mail, 
over the phone, or at agcounts.usda.gov. 

Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to 
finalizing new rates each year. Survey responses from as many localities as 
possible help calculate more accurate rental rates. Completion of the survey 
ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your locality. Survey results will also 
give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental agreements, and financial planning 
for your agricultural operation. 

In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey 
results will be available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer 
or operation can be identified. NASS will publish the survey results on August 27 at 
quickstats.nass.usda.gov/. 

If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or visit: 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_Co
unty/index.php. 

 

 
Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ar
http://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_County/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_County/index.php


The following are FSA signature guidelines:  
• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 
 
Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable 
for refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 
 
When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or 
be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. 
Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith 
may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  
 
FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable 
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful 
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  
 
Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:  
• Promissory note 
• Assignment of payment 
• Joint payment authorization 
• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 
 
Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has 
an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county 
office.  
Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other 
in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  
 
Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all 
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each 
other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided 
to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, 
estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and 
capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity. 
 
For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 
USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged 
in 2018 Farm Bill 
Fruit, vegetable and wild rice producers will continue to follow the same rules for certain Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) programs.  
 
If you intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, you are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or 
wild rice are planted on payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry 
peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres not considered payment acres 
will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not 
enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not 
receive ARC/PLC payments. Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected. 
 
Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-



acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base acres of an 
ARC enrolled farm using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of an 
ARC enrolled farm using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment 
reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

 
Reporting Organic Crops 
If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and selected 
the "organic" option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic. 

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying 
agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified 
organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit 
Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on 
USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to 
better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After 



submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. 
The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, 
and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and 
a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare 
before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is 
applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, 
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in 
Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts 
by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, 
the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help 
their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans are 
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, 
and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 
 
Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, 
fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.  
 
Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant 
directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 



To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped 
up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 
 
Producers using farm-stored grain as collateral for their marketing assistance loan should remember 
that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

 
Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less 
than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped. 

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power take 
offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to 
mention children. It is always advisable to keep children at a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure everyone 
is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

 
Rates  

 



 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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